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To Abba
You roared over me.

I will roar for you—forever!
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Introduction

The Friendship with God Framework

Have you ever wondered why you feel alone, even when surrounded by a
crowd of people?

Have you ever counted your “friends” on social media but have a
gnawing sense that none of them knows you? Not the real you, anyway.

Have you ever been physically present with someone—but not
relationally present? And after several minutes of conversation, you realize
you haven’t heard a word they have said?

Have you ever felt like a chameleon—changing your identity based on
what other people think about you? To some, you are brave and bold, and to
others, you are sweet and kind. But you’re not sure which you actually are.

Have you ever been paralyzed by fear and felt there was no one you
could talk to or rely on to help? Or have you ever gone all day with a
looming shadow of anxiety you cannot explain or identify?

Have you ever experienced ravenous boredom, searching for something
to entertain you but unable to find anything that satisfies?

Have you ever felt such shame and regret that you hide and pretend you
no longer exist? Or force a smile on your face and pretend like nothing
happened?

I have. All those. And lots more too.
I have also felt frustrated by my lack of intimacy with God.
I have wondered why everyone else was “feeling” Him but I was missing

out somehow.
I have heard others talk about “hearing” God’s voice, and I would smile

and nod, pretending to be gifted in this way too.
I have read the Bible and learned about individuals called “friends of

God” who had partnered with Him to do amazing things—all the while I
myself felt an underlying dissatisfaction in my relationship with God. I was
bored, disconnected, ashamed, and afraid.



This book is for those who have ever felt like that. Bored with God.
Disconnected from others. Ashamed and hiding the real “you” from
everyone, even your Creator.
Friendship with God
Everything changed when I discovered that God created me to be His
friend. He created me so He could be with me. He wants to be with me.
And He wants to be with you.

God desires to be intimately involved in all aspects of your life. He
desires to experience your day with you. His desire is to be your friend. He
likes you. He wants to commune with you. He wants to be with you every
day of your life.

I know that sounds impossible. How can you be friends with a divine
being, especially One you cannot see? How can you be friends with a holy
and righteous God when you are so messed up on the inside?

For a time, I was puzzled by this. I cried out and asked God to help me
understand how to be closer with Him. Honestly, at times it seemed He
wasn’t listening. Or I wasn’t getting it. Either way, we weren’t friends.

Over time, though, I discovered a framework for friendship with God that
He showed me in His Word. That’s what this book is about.
Friendship Framework
In short, friendship with God grows exactly like every other friendship. It
takes three things: time, conversation, and activity—together. Every
friendship requires these three ingredients. The best of friends have spent
hours in each other’s presence. They talk with each other. And they “do
stuff” together.

Time + Conversation + Activity = Friendship
If even one of these ingredients is missing, the friendship struggles. For

example, if my friend and I never spend time together, we feel
disconnected. If we spend time together but never talk or do anything, our
friendship is stagnant and boring. If we talk but are never together and
never share a common goal, our relationship suffers.

Think about a championship winning team. After the game, the star
player is interviewed and says, “I am so proud of my guys. We’ve worked
for this all year. We talked about what this moment would feel like and how
to get here. We did it! I could never have done this without my guys. We’re



family. And I’m so happy to share this with my team.” Did you see the
ingredients? The team became a family of friends because they (1) spent
hours together in practice, (2) worked on their communication, and (3) had
a mission to accomplish together. The same is true for your friendship with
God. Growing in friendship with Him means spending time together,
talking with each other, and working together every day.

This book is an invitation to start a friendship between you and God. In
section 1, you will learn how we got to this place of disconnection from
God and others and what He has done to pursue friendship with you. In
section 2, you will learn how to practice God’s presence every day and
spend time with Him. In section 3, you will learn how to hear God’s voice
and talk to Him. In section 4, you will learn the purpose God has planned
for you and how you get to partner with Him in this adventure.

Deep friendship with God is not only possible, it’s why He created you. I
am evidence of a cultivated friendship with Him, and daily I grow more
peaceful, more secure in my identity, and more excited about what God and
I get to do together.

The Father told me to write this book. We wrote it together. I am
confident that if you will read and put into practice what is found in these
pages, your life will be changed forever. You will be awestruck at the
goodness of God. You will experience freedom from paralyzing fear. You
will discover your true identity and live secure in God’s love. You will hear
God speak to you every day. You will walk in peace. You will be present
with those around you. You will see the supernatural power of God flow
through you to others.

You will become a friend of God.



Part One



Where Are You?
So when [Eve] saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to [Adam] who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths.

– Genesis 3:6–7



Chapter One

Presence Lost
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden.

– Genesis 3:8

You were created to enjoy God and be His friend.
That statement may sound crazy, but it’s true. We see this in the Bible

from the very first book. God created everything and called it good . He
created people and put us in a garden. Why? Was it to have workers, robot-
like servants, to do His gardening? Was He bored and thought, “Let’s create
something and have some fun—who knows how it will turn out?”

No, He created you so He could be with you as a friend.
We see this in the garden of Eden. God created a place of beauty and put

Adam and Eve in that place to be with Him. They walked together. They
talked together. They laughed and played together. They enjoyed each
other’s company. They cultivated the garden together. They named the
animals together. They dreamed of how they could make the garden even
more beautiful— together.

Adam and Eve enjoyed the presence of God, walking with Him in the
cool of the day, hand in hand, seeing each other face-to-face. They were
friends.

Everything was perfect and good. Not only were the garden and the
animals good but togetherness was good. Vulnerability was good. Looking
at God face-to-face was good. Working with God in the garden was good.
There was no hiding. No shame. No miscommunication. No insecurity. No
anxiety. No loneliness.

The first man and woman experienced friendship with God and
friendship with each other. It was perfect and good.
Where Are You?



Then something happened. The Bible tells us that one day God was doing
what He always did—walking in the cool of the day—but Adam and Eve
were not there. Where were His friends? They were no longer in His
presence. They were no longer with Him. So, He went looking for them.

Adam and Eve heard God walking in the garden, and they were afraid.
They were now fearful of the One they had walked and laughed and talked
with, and were hiding in the bushes. God called out, “Friends, where are
you? Adam? Hey, Eve? I am here to walk with you like we always do.
Where are you?”

This is a heartbreaking moment, isn’t it? You can hear the pain in His
voice: “Friends, where are you?”

Of course, God knew exactly where they were—physically and
emotionally. He knew they were afraid and ashamed and hiding from His
presence. He asked the question “Where are you?” because Adam and Eve
didn’t quite understand where they were. God hadn’t changed—they had.
God was coming to walk and talk with His friends like He always did. But
now they were hiding from Him.
How Did We Get Here?
In Genesis 3 we hear the story of a serpent who hated God and His friends.
He wanted to destroy the relationship they had. So this serpentine liar set
out to cut off the lines of communication. He whispered to Eve, “Can you
really trust this ‘friend’ of yours? He’s keeping things from you. He doesn’t
want you to be happy. Look at this tree and the beautiful fruit on it. Doesn’t
that look so good? You should take it and eat it.”

What was the enemy of God and His friends doing? He was lying to Eve
and trying to convince her that her “friend” wasn’t very good at all. The
serpent was accusing God of keeping good things away from Eve. He was
persuading her to think of God not as a friend but as a rule-maker who
could not and should not be trusted. The serpent wanted to destroy the
relationship between God and His friends.
Shame Coverings and Hiding from God
So Eve took the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to Adam, and he ate it
too. God had said this would bring death, and it did—but not right away, of
course.

First, it brought shame. Adam and Eve now realized they were naked,
and they became ashamed of showing their true selves in front of each



other. Sinning against God brought them shame.
Second, they attempted to solve their shame problem by sewing fig

leaves together as coverings for their bodies. Before eating the fruit, Adam
and Eve were naked and unashamed. Afterward, they felt shame and tried
to cover up. These fig leaves kept them from being fully seen and fully
present.

The shame coverings weren’t enough, though. They heard God walking
through the garden, and they became afraid. They didn’t want Him to see
them. They were afraid of being seen. They were ashamed, so they hid from
God. The consequence of their sin was the inability to be fully present,
either with God or each other. Sadly, they lost friendship with Him.
The Enemy’s Scheme for You
Let’s take a break from that story for a moment. I want to be a friend and a
help to you right now. The tactic the serpent used with Adam and Eve is the
same one he uses with you and me today. He hasn’t changed. He wants to
steal, kill, and destroy you and all your friendships (John 10:10).

A secret of success in war is to know the strategy of the enemy. This is
why decoding secret communications between enemy forces has been a big
deal. Likewise, if you could discover the enemy’s plan of attack and
location, you could change your strategy and move your troops.

The enemy’s scheme is to cut you off from being fully present with God,
your family, and your friends. He wants you ashamed, anxious, and hiding
your true self from God and others.

First, the enemy will twist God’s words to encourage you to distrust Him.
The enemy will convince you that God is unapproachable, silent, and
distant. He does not want you to have anything to do with God. He will
distort your family’s and friends’ words too. He will convince you they
don’t care. He will encourage you to protect yourself by not being open and
vulnerable with them. “If they don’t know the real you, then it won’t hurt so
much when they let you down,” he’ll whisper in your ear.

Second, the enemy will exploit your feelings of shame and nakedness by
suggesting you distract yourself with shiny toys. “Here’s a tasty-looking
fruit—this will satisfy you!” His suggestion is that if you are too busy
working or playing, then you won’t feel ashamed, naked, or vulnerable. If
you buy a bunch of new toys, you will forget the corrosive shame on the
inside.



Third, when the numbing newness of these toys wears off, you will
realize that the shame is still present. So, the enemy will suggest that you
attempt to cover those feelings with a false self. He will convince you that if
you succeed at work or achieve respect, then the feelings of shame will go
away. Or he will convince you to pretend and act like everything is fine. If
those around you think you are doing well, they won’t know you feel
broken and hollow on the inside. He wants you looking to fashion fig leaves
to cover your shame.

Finally, the enemy wants to keep you on this hamster wheel of leaf-
making madness. Keep the masks up so no one knows how broken you are
on the inside. Keep lying to everyone so they think you are awesome. It is
an exhausting and never-ending battle to keep the fig leaves from falling off
and exposing our true selves to everyone—including God.

All this does is leave you feeling alone. No one knows you, because you
are hiding. Hiding may feel safe, but then you think, No one really loves me
because no one knows me. If they knew the real me, there’s no way they
could love me.

Alone.
Where Are You Right Now?
So, we come to this question: Where are you? Are you fully present with
God and others—right now? Where are you spiritually? Are you enjoying
God’s presence, hearing His voice, and walking with Him through your day
today? Or does it seem like He is distant?

Where are you emotionally right now? Do you feel God’s love for you?
Do you feel loved by family and friends? Do you feel known by God and
others?

Where are you mentally right now? Where does your mind go when it’s
free to wander?

Here’s a tip: wherever your mind goes when it’s free to wander is where
you think your shame can be covered. Your mind is searching for something
to cover your feelings of weakness, brokenness, and shame.

That’s one of the reasons your thoughts obsessively spin at times. Your
mind is frantic and seeking a shame covering. What can make me feel
better? Where can I find something to take away this anxiety?

Where are you right now?



Fashioning Fig Leaves
The enemy’s goal is for you to feel lost, disconnected, ashamed, and hiding
from God and others. His plan is to convince you to try to fix those feelings
on your own. The really devious aspect of his plan is that nothing we try
works.

Accumulating piles of cash won’t work. Achieving influence and status
won’t work. Numbing your shame with porn, video games, movies, social
media, and everything else won’t work. It didn’t for me. I found myself in
the hamster wheel of pornography and shame and then numbing that shame
with games, work, achievements, or more pornography. I found myself
exactly where I started but feeling worse.

Shame.
Even religion doesn’t work. Obeying the rules won’t fix your shame. It’s

just more fig leaves that keep falling off. Money, influence, and pleasure
don’t work either.
How Do We Fix This?
So, what does work? How do you cover your shame? How do you live fully
present—and unashamed—with those around you? How do you enjoy
God’s presence without feeling He’s judging you? How do we fix this?

You can’t fix it. Not by yourself, anyway. Any effort on your part to “fix
it” will end in failure. Trust me. If you remember nothing else, remember
this: trying to put on your own fig leaves never works. That’s the bad news.

Here’s the good news though. Right after the heartbreaking encounter
with His lost friends, God does something. The Bible says, “God made for
Adam and for his wife garments of skin and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21).

Did you see that? God made garments to clothe their shame. God
fashioned a more permanent shame covering from an innocent animal. God,
the Creator, was the first to kill anything in His creation. An innocent
animal was killed, and its skin was used to clothe the shame of Adam and
Eve.

Our problem of sin and shame has mortal consequences. Our sin is
costly, and God has taken on that cost Himself. He has set a plan in motion
to cover your shame and sin. He has worked to fix the problem you and I
created for ourselves.



We are hiding. We’re filled with shame. We have lost the presence of
God. We have lost the capacity to be vulnerable with God and others.

We can’t fix it.
But the Bible tells the story of God fixing this problem and getting His

friends back. The Bible is one epic story of the way God worked to get us
back for Himself.

God wants to be friends with you. He wants to be friends again. This
means He wants to walk with you and spend time with you. He wants to
talk to you. He wants to be on an adventure with you.

He doesn’t just love you—He actually likes you. And He wants to be
your friend, today and every day.

In the next chapter we will look at the big storyline of the Bible. In a
single chapter, you will see what God has done to be friends with you.

We can’t fix it, but He can.



Chapter Two

God with Us
I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among

you and will be your God, and you shall be my people.
– Leviticus 26:11–12

My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

– Ezekiel 37:27

Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

– Revelation 21:3

For the past twenty years, my wife, Jess, and I have enjoyed watching a
show about castaway contestants on an island. These men and women seek
to outwit, outplay, and outlast their competition. It’s one of the most popular
shows of all time, and it birthed an entire genre called reality television .
The show, of course, is Survivor .

At the start of each episode, host Jeff Probst says three words:
“Previously on Survivor .” This is a smart move as it can be difficult to
remember all the characters, plot lines, and intrigue from the previous
week’s episode. By taking a few moments to remind the audience of where
the show has been and where it’s going, the directors help orient the viewer,
which makes for a more enjoyable experience.

Jess and I love movies too. One of our favorites is The Lord of the Rings
trilogy of movies by Peter Jackson. What is shocking, though, is that when
the second movie starts there is no help for the viewer. The
Two Towers , the
second movie in the trilogy, assumes you know what’s going on and are
ready to hit the ground running.

Here’s what I mean. If you were to turn on The Two Towers with no
context about the first movie—including hobbits, dwarves, elves, the ring,
or the plot—you would be in trouble. You would be disoriented. The Two
Towers opens with a majestic view of a snowcapped mountain range. You
hear screaming. Then the camera zooms inside the mountain, and you see



an elderly man with a large stick on a narrow bridge opposite a fiery demon
with a whip. The senior citizen in a gray cloak yells, “You shall not pass,”
and then slams his stick into the bridge. The demon falls, and all seems
well. Unexpectedly, the demon lassos the geriatric gentleman and pulls him
off the bridge. They fall together, fighting, through the heart of this
mountain.

That’s it. That’s how it starts. No “previously on The
Lord of the Rings ”
like in Survivor . No help. Good luck—hope you are ready to go because
the story is continuing.

Why am I saying all this? (Other than because Tolkien’s novels are my
favorite books and I wanted to write about them?) The reason is that
sometimes the Bible feels more like The Two Towers than Survivor . In fact,
if you don’t orient yourself before approaching the Bible, it will take a
while to figure out what’s going on.

In my experience, if I open the Bible and start reading, it’s not helpful.
I’ve learned to stop and reorient myself with a few questions before
jumping into the text: Where are we? What’s happening? What part of the
story am I looking at? Who are the characters in this part of the narrative?

I don’t want you to feel disoriented when you read the Bible. I want you
to be excited and have some framework about what is happening and what
God is trying to say. So, this chapter is all about the “big story” that the
Bible is telling and how to get oriented to it before you read.

Before we begin, here’s the big idea of the Bible: God wants to be with
you . Yes, you. And He has gone to extraordinary lengths to be with you.

So, here we go. The big story of the Bible in seventeen minutes (give or
take a few minutes depending on how fast you read).
Exiled from the Garden (Genesis 3)
We already started this story in the last chapter. God created Adam and Eve
to be His friends and to enjoy each other’s presence. They walked, talked,
and cultivated the garden together. The enemy tempted Eve to sin against
God, her friend. She did. She ate the fruit of the forbidden tree, and Adam
joined in this sin too. The consequences of their sin were guilt, shame, and
hiding from God. Their relationship with God, their friend, was broken.

In the garden was another tree, the Tree of Life. God understood that
Adam and Eve couldn’t stay in the garden with Him because of their sin
and broken relationship. They were no longer friends. If God let Adam and



Eve stay in the garden, they would live forever—afraid of Him and stuck in
brokenness.

You may ask, “How would they live forever? I thought one of the
consequences of their sin was death.” It was. But remember, there’s another
tree.

God explains it this way. He has to kick Adam and Eve out of the garden
and His presence because if they stay they will eat of the Tree of Life and
live forever. Forever, but forever afraid of God. They would live forever,
but hiding and broken and disconnected from their former friend.

That’s hell, isn’t it? To live forever but be afraid of the One you live with
—eternal hiding.

So God removes them from the garden, His presence, and the Tree of
Life. The rest of the Bible, from Genesis 3 to Revelation 22, is the story of
God working to rescue and restore His former friends to the garden. He
wants them back in His presence. He wants to walk with them in the cool of
the day again. He wants to talk with them again. He wants to cultivate the
garden again. So He creates a plan to get His friends back.

The shame coverings of animal skins that God put on Adam and Eve
were a sign of something to come. God put to death an animal to cover their
sin and shame. An innocent animal was sacrificed for their sin. Remember
that point. It will be important later.

One final thing. Outside the garden, God placed cherubim and a flaming
sword. A cherub is a heavenly being who guards the presence of God, and
cherubim refers to a group of these guardians. The cherubim and flaming
sword have a purpose: guard the way to the Tree of Life. Adam and Eve
lost direct access to God and His presence.
Tabernacle in the Wilderness (Exodus 40)
Many years pass. God chooses one man, Abraham, to bless all the nations
of the earth. From Abraham comes God’s chosen people, Israel. These
people were blessed by God to be a blessing to all the people of the earth.
God’s people find themselves enslaved in Egypt. He hears their cries for
help and sends another man, Moses, to set them free.

In a burning bush (notice the flame), God meets with Moses and
commissions him to speak to Pharaoh in Egypt and set the Israelites free.
God rescues His people from Egyptian slavery and brings them to a



mountain called Sinai. There the glorious presence of God comes down
onto the mountain where Moses is standing.

God speaks to Moses and establishes some rules of engagement between
Himself and the people. He called this a covenant. The goal of the covenant
is in three parts: (1) I will be your God, (2) you will be My people, and (3) I
will dwell with you.

Did you catch that? God is working to get back into relational presence
with His people. He wants to “dwell” with them. God wants to be with
them. The word dwell carries the idea of habitation, living together, and
being together. Sounds like friendship.

God instructs Moses to build a “dwelling place” for His presence, called
the tabernacle (beginning in Exodus 25). The tabernacle had multiple
rooms, and the innermost room was the holy of holies . The manifest glory
and presence of God came down and dwelled in this room. To keep
everyone out, a thick veil was placed over this compartment. Do you know
what God instructed them to embroider on this veil? He told Moses to
embroider the image of cherubim into the thick veil that covered the holy of
holies.

Interesting, isn’t it? God’s presence was now in the midst of His people
while they wandered. That’s good. But there was still a separation and an
artistic guardian reminder—the cherubim. Sacrifices were made at the
tabernacle daily to remind the people of their sin, shame, and separation
from God.

God’s glory and presence were now among His people in this portable
garden-tabernacle dwelling place, but it was still separated. God has more
in mind, including a bigger and permanent garden-temple in Jerusalem.
Temple in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 7:1–3)
David, the greatest king of Israel, desired to build a permanent dwelling
place for God in Jerusalem, the royal city. Eventually, his son Solomon
accomplished the building campaign and constructed a permanent temple
for God’s presence. King Solomon inaugurated this dwelling place with a
great sacrifice. In response, the glory of God filled the temple. His presence
was so thick that the priests couldn’t stand being in the space.

What you need to know about this temple is that it was a large replica of
the tabernacle. There was an inner room called the holy of holies, and a
thick veil separated worshipers from the direct presence of God. What



image do you think was embroidered on that veil? Yep. Cherubim (2
Chronicles 3:14). The artistic portrait of these heavenly throne guardians
still communicated separation and distance between God and His people.

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest could enter the holy of holies
to make a special annual sacrifice for the people of God (Leviticus 16).
Once a year. That’s it. God is dwelling among His people, but only one man
gets to be in the direct presence of God and only once a year. God is among,
but not directly with, His people.

So, this garden-temple is now permanent and fixed in Jerusalem. If God’s
people want to be close to Him, they must make a pilgrimage to the royal
city. But even in the city, most people could never get in the same room as
God. He is not accessible directly.

Unfortunately, Solomon’s male heirs struggle to lead well as kings. Civil
war erupts during the reign of Solomon’s son. God’s people divide
themselves into the northern half of the kingdom (Israel) and the southern
half (Judah).

God sends prophets to warn the kings and the people to obey God and
not be tempted to serve other gods. The warnings contain a specific threat:
if they continue to disobey, God’s presence will leave the temple and the
people will be captured and sent into exile.

Sounds like the garden again, doesn’t it? Adam and Eve disobeyed God,
lost His presence, and were exiled from the garden. The prophets are
warning that this will happen again.

Years pass, and the people ignore the prophetic warnings. The presence
of God does leave the temple, like He warned (Ezekiel 10:18–19). The
Northern Kingdom is captured, and the people are sent into exile. Finally,
the Southern Kingdom is captured, the temple is destroyed, and the people
of God go into exile in Babylon. The people God had created to be with
Him are separated from Him once again.

All hope is not lost, though. Inspired by God, the prophets declare a
future promise of returning to their homeland and rebuilding the temple.
Eventually, the people do return and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.
Unfortunately, God’s presence isn’t there anymore. Not only this, but He is
also silent. For four hundred years, no one hears a single word from God.
His presence is gone, and His voice is silent. What will happen next?

That is how the Old Testament ends. In silence. Waiting in hope.



Immanuel: God with Us (John 1 and 2)
The New Testament begins with the arrival of a baby. This baby was the
fulfillment of a prophecy written by Isaiah: “Behold the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
The name Immanuel means “God with us.” This baby was Jesus, who is
both God and man. Jesus is the meeting place of God and humanity.

The apostle John explains that Jesus is the Word of God. He wrote, “In
the beginning was the Word [Jesus], and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus is God and man. John continues, “The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory” (v.
14).

Do you see that connection? This Jesus is God, He became flesh like you
and me, and He “dwelt” among us. The word dwelt refers back to the
tabernacle from the wilderness wanderings with Moses.

This passage also adds that the disciples had “seen His glory” (v. 14).
What’s John saying here? He’s saying that God has come in human flesh to
be the meeting place where God’s glory is directly available to everyone.
Amazing!

God walked with His disciples. They talked together. They laughed
together. They ate together. They worked together. God was back with His
people! His glory was available and accessible to everyone. What’s even
crazier is that Jesus, the God-man, looks at His disciples and says, “I have
called you friends” (John 15:15). God wants to be friends again with us.
And this is possible through Jesus.

But how? Well, remember the tabernacle, the temple, and the sacrifices?
Jesus calls Himself the temple and says, “Destroy this temple, and I will
raise it again in three days” (John 2:19 NIV). What was He talking about?
He was talking about His own body (v. 21). Jesus began to predict His own
death and said things like, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone
lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

And that’s exactly what He did. Jesus was crucified and nailed to a tree
for the sin of the world. He was innocent but willingly gave up His life for
you and me. On the cross, as He died, Jesus cried out, “It is finished.”
When he said this, “the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom” (Matthew 27:51). When Jesus died, the thick veil with the



embroidered image of the cherubim was torn from the top down—by God
Himself!

Because of Jesus, everyone can have direct access to the glory and
presence of God anytime. This is amazingly good news. The cherubim are
no longer needed because access to God is now available to everyone!
Good News and Gardens
Let me talk about Jesus for a second. He’s my favorite. He’s my friend. He
is the good news, and it all has to do with gardens.

You and I were born with the same purpose as Adam and Eve: to be with
God, as our friend and father. That’s why you were created. And like Adam
and Eve, we have sinned against God and lost our innocence. We are
broken. We experience shame. We walk in fear of God, others, and the
future. We are disconnected and lost. We are exiled as enemies of God
when we should be His friends and family. We lost the garden. We lost
friendship with God. We can actually “feel” this loss and brokenness on the
inside.

We can try to fix it, but we can’t. Only God can fix this.
God came in human flesh. His name is Jesus. He lived the life you and I

should have lived. He was present with the Father, present with others,
unashamed and pure. But even though Jesus was innocent, He was betrayed
by a friend of His, Judas. This traitorous “friend” hatched a plan to betray
Jesus in a garden called Gethsemane. God, in flesh, working to rescue His
exiled kids, was betrayed in a garden.

Not only was Jesus betrayed in a garden but He was also executed on a
tree. He was tortured like a criminal, even though He was innocent. He was
beaten and mocked. The Romans crucified Jesus and killed Him. God, in
flesh, working to rescue His kids who were exiled from His garden, was
nailed to a tree. The whole reason we got into this mess was because of a
tree. Forbidden fruit from a tree brought a curse on all humanity. God, in
flesh, came to die on a tree for you and me.

Not only that, but after Jesus died, He was buried in a garden tomb. (You
cannot make this up—this is God’s story!) And after three days, He was
raised from the dead.

Jesus died for the sins of the world. The Father accepted His Son’s death
as a sacrifice for my sin and for your sin. But the Spirit worked in the body



of Jesus to resurrect Him and bring Him back to life, victorious over sin and
death.

A couple of women who followed Jesus came to the garden tomb to
anoint Jesus’ body. When they got to the tomb, they saw that the stone that
sealed the tomb had been rolled back, and the tomb itself was empty. No
Jesus. No body. In fact, the resurrected Jesus later walks up to one of the
women, Mary, and asks her why she is weeping. She doesn’t recognize Him
at first and thinks Jesus is a gardener and that He might know where the
body has been placed. Do you see it? Jesus is mistaken for a gardener .
Again, you cannot make this up.

Mary doesn’t recognize Jesus until He says her name. When she realizes
it is Jesus, she runs and embraces her Savior and Friend.
How about You?
Have you heard Jesus call your name? He is calling right now. You don’t
have to live in exile anymore. You don’t have to live in fear and shame any
longer.

Jesus is calling you. He wants you back as His friend. Will you receive
Him today?

Stop and thank Jesus for dying in your place, for your sin. Thank Him for
being God, in flesh. Thank Him for coming to rescue you and bring you
back to Himself.

Jesus is the innocent One who died in your place to set you free from sin
and shame and to bring you back into friendship with God. Turn from your
fig leaves and your shame coverings. Put your trust in Jesus today. He died
for you, in your place, to pay the penalty for your sin and shame. Turn away
from hiding and covering shame, and turn toward God in Jesus.

Ask Jesus to set you free of fig leaves and rotten fruit. Tell Jesus you trust
Him and that you will follow Him. Stop right now, and spend some time
with Jesus.
Living Temples of the Indwelling God
Back to the story. What does Jesus do after He is resurrected? He hangs out
with His disciples. He eats with them. He talks with them. He walks with
them. He laughs with them. Jesus is back with His friends.

Unfortunately for them, He doesn’t stick around. But the story isn’t quite
finished. Before Jesus was crucified, He told His friends that it would be



better for Him to leave so that another Helper could come. At His ascension
to heaven, Jesus commissions His friends to go make disciples of all
nations. He says, “I am with you always,” and then He leaves (Matthew
28:19–20).

What? I can hear the disciples’ puzzled thoughts. You say You are going
to be with us always, and then You leave to go to heaven? What is going
on?

Well, the problem is physical.
Think of it this way. If Jesus is the meeting place of God and all

humanity, then it would be difficult for more than a couple hundred people
to experience God, right? For example, consider when Jesus fed the five
thousand. How many of those people felt they got to experience Jesus’
presence and talk to Him personally? Probably not many. It’s a limitation of
being in physical form. But God had a plan for that.

The plan is this: God Himself will come and dwell inside His friends .
When we turn away from our shame coverings, put our trust in Jesus, and
have our sins forgiven, the Spirit of God comes and dwells inside us. Jesus
sends His Spirit to dwell within His believers and friends.

It’s amazing! The glory and presence of God, which was in the tabernacle
and then in the temple, now resides inside you, by faith in Jesus.

The apostle Paul puts it this way: we have become temples of the living
God (1 Corinthians 3:16). Our bodies become the temple of God. Our
hearts become the holy of holies where the presence of God dwells. We are
mobile temples!
Pentecost (Acts 2)
In the book of Joel, God promises to pour out His Spirit on all people (Joel
2:28–29). Then, in Acts 2, we read the fulfillment of this promise at
Pentecost. After Jesus’ ascension to heaven, the entire group of believers
was together, praying. Suddenly a noise like a powerful rushing wind was
heard, and they each experienced the Holy Spirit coming to dwell within
them. They saw what looked like tongues of fire above each of their heads.
They were all filled with God’s Spirit, and they began to tell others, in other
languages, about the mighty works of God.

This was the start of the New Testament church. God filled His people
with His presence so they became little temples where His glory would
dwell.



But that’s not all. Individual believers join with other believers and,
together, are built up into a beautiful dwelling place for God. You see, it’s
not just about you and the Father, Son, and Spirit. It’s about you, the Father,
Son, and Spirit . . . and other believers together! The church is a gathering
of individual temples, all carrying the presence of God.

Together, we become the temple of God—and this dwelling place is once
again portable. When the temple in Jerusalem was built, the presence of
God was fixed in the royal city. But now, as in the days of the tabernacle in
the wilderness, the presence of God is moveable—this time, in royal people
like you and me!

This is why we talk about being on mission with God. We join the
mission of God to expand His presence and His kingdom all over the world.
Wherever we go, individually and corporately, we carry His presence and
His kingdom with us. Portable temples, on the move.

That’s Acts 2 to present day. This is the part of the biblical story we are
actively living in right now—portable temples going out to carry His
presence all over the world. We become portable meeting places where
those who are still exiled from God can meet Him, through us. This is
amazing, but something even better is coming. A new garden.
A New Garden and the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21)
After Jesus left, He sent His Spirit to dwell within us. He gave us a mission
to share with others the good news that friendship with God is possible, by
faith in Jesus Christ.

We don’t know how long this period of time will last. But a day is
coming when Jesus will return and make all things right. Jesus is coming
back to finally eradicate all evil and death from the world and establish a
new garden.

When Jesus returns and is victorious over evil, then heaven and earth will
be remade into a new heaven and new earth joined together. At the very end
of the Bible, in Revelation 21, we see a description of this new garden. A
new Jerusalem comes down out of heaven to join earth.

What does this mean? The Bible explains, “Behold the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be



mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away” (Revelation 21:3–4).

Did you see it? The three-fold covenant goal of God from way back in
the wilderness is finally realized. He says, in the end,
 

I will be your God,
you will be My people,
and I will dwell with you, forever and ever.

And this will be a perfect dwelling place. No sorrow. No pain. No death.
No miscommunication. No fig leaves. No hiding. No temptation. Only pure
friendship and intimacy with God and each other. Forever. We will be with
Him, in a garden, forever.

In the last chapter of the Bible, we read about this new garden. There’s a
river flowing from the throne of God right through the new Jerusalem city.
It’s a garden city. And next to this river is a tree. You guessed it—this is the
Tree of Life from way back in Genesis. We will have access to eternal life,
but this time with no fear, no sin, no shame, and no death. Only friendship
with God. Friendship, intimacy, and walking with God, forever, in the cool
of the day. I cannot wait.

That’s the story of the Bible. Friendship with God. Dwelling with God.
You may be wondering, Now what? If all this is true, what do I

practically do now? Does the Bible give any hints or suggestions on how to
encounter and experience this glorious God—today?

Yes, it does. That’s what we will look at in the next chapter.



Chapter Three

Seeking His Presence
You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.

– Jeremiah 29:13

In the last chapter, we looked at the extraordinary lengths God has gone
through to be with us. He is after you and wants to be with you, today. So,
what do we need to do?

Here’s what we are to do: seek Him.
But it’s important to have the last chapter in mind. Seeking God is not a

cosmic game of hide-and-seek. God is not hiding; rather, He is wooing. You
can seek Him because He is waiting to be found and ready to be with you.
Commanded to Seek Him
Psalm 105:4 says, “Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence
continually!”

The word seek means to intentionally search for something that one
desires. It is an active word that encourages us to intentionally go after
something or someone. It’s also a command in Scripture. We are
commanded to seek after something. The Bible is saying, “Don’t sit around
and wait for something to come to you. Go get it.”

It’s a little like when you’ve lost your keys and are late for work. There’s
an intensity to your searching, isn’t there? You have an obsessive focus on
finding the keys. Nothing matters except finding the keys. You are blind to
anything else. You scream at your spouse and kids, “Where are the keys?”

And what happens when you find them? Joy! Cheering! Telling everyone
around you, “I found them!” That is the flavor of this command in
Scripture.

But what are we seeking exactly? What are we supposed to be searching
for?

His presence.
The Hebrew word for presence means “face.” We are commanded to seek

the face of God. The term face implies relational intimacy. God’s presence



isn’t simply an abstract thing or feeling or energy. His presence is His face.
His presence is Him . You are commanded to seek Him .

But that’s not all.
Continual Seeking
The command is to seek His face “continually.” That word, continually , is
interesting in the Old Testament. It refers to an ongoing activity that is
either constant or regularly scheduled.

The imagery and usage of this Hebrew word pictures the daily offerings
and activities occurring in the temple. For example, in Exodus 29:38, God
gives instructions about the daily sacrifices saying, “This is what you shall
offer on the altar: two lambs a year old day by day regularly.” That last
word, “regularly,” is the same word used in the psalm that says to seek His
face continually. Another example is in Leviticus 6:13: “Fire shall be kept
burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.” This is the language of
worship and presence.

The people made offerings regularly, each day. The fire on the altar was
burning continually, all day long. So, follow me on this: seeking God’s face
is a regular activity that is ongoing in our lives. We are commanded to seek
God and His presence all the time, just like the regular, daily offerings made
in the temple.

Our seeking after God’s face is to burn continually and not go out. That
may sound intense. And, frankly, it is. If I’m honest about my own heart
and desires, I don’t feel that way about God—not all the time. I don’t burn
with desire for God’s face and presence all the time, continually, 24-7. I
don’t experience continual worship and enjoyment of Him all the time. I
pray that I would, and I am growing in this lifestyle of worship and
enjoyment, but I am not there yet.

I imagine the same is true for you.
Well, then, what do we do with that? Is the Bible untrue? Should we

ignore this command because it seems difficult? Is this a dramatic and
super-intense idea I can smile and nod at but not take seriously?

That would be the easy thing to do, but it would be costly. Let me
explain.
Why Seek Him?



Why should we seek God? This is actually a big question. Why should we
seek after the face of God with that kind of intensity and ongoing passion?
Why search for Him like my lost keys—blinded from everything else until
we get Him?

The short answer is selfishness .
Now stick with me, here. We all naturally seek what we really want deep

down. Consider the concept of hunger. When a baby is hungry, what does
the baby do? Cries until he or she gets food. When my wife and kids get
“hangry,” what do I need to do? Get them food.

Every one of us has an intentional and ongoing rhythm of satisfying our
hunger by eating food. We don’t have to be commanded to do it, right? We
get hungry, so we seek after food to eat. Simple.

In this way, we are naturally selfish, and no one gets blamed for this. We
eat food because if we don’t eat, we die. We get thirsty and selfishly seek
after water because if we don’t drink water, we die. Simple.

Here’s the deal. The presence of God is life. Without Him we are starving
and thirsty, spiritually speaking. Only God can satisfy the hunger and thirst
of our hearts.

Consider the following psalms:
As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. (Psalm 42:1–2)
O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water. (Psalm 63:1)
I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched
land. (Psalm 143:6)

What is the psalmist saying here? He is saying, “I need God like I need
water and food. If I don’t experience His face and presence, I am starving
and on my way to death. I need You, God!”

We are all selfish. We all intentionally seek the things we need for life
and happiness. Bottom line: the only person who will satisfy you and bring
you true joy is God Himself.

C. S. Lewis explains, “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not
too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant



child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too
easily pleased.” 1

Psalm 16:11 says, “You make known to me the path of life; in your
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.” The presence of God—His face—is full joy. That’s what the
Bible says. He has life. He is life. He has joy. He is joy. Being with Him is
life and joy! What your heart wants more than anything else is found in
God’s presence. Life. Joy. Peace. Purpose. Love. Forgiveness. Wholeness.
You will only find those things in Him! Let me illustrate this in a story. This
is a story Jesus told many years ago.
Full Joy in His Presence
There was a wealthy businessman who had two sons. The older son was
mature and conscientious and a little judgmental. The younger son was wild
and impulsive. One day, the younger son told his dad, “I’m done with this
family and the family business. You guys are boring. Dad, I wish you were
dead, so I could be free from you. Give me my share of the business,
because I’m taking off to do what I want, with whoever I want, whenever I
want.”

So the younger son took his dad’s money and went off to Vegas. He did
exactly what he wanted to do—everything his heart desired. After a little
while, he burned through the money, and it was all gone. He got kicked out
of his hotel room and was homeless, eating trash from the casino alleyway.

Then he came to his senses.
He remembered his family and his father back home. He thought to

himself, Maybe Dad will forgive me and take me back as an employee in
the business. I’ll never be a part owner again, but at least as an employee
I’ll have food and a place to stay.

He rehearsed his confession and apology as he hitchhiked his way back
home. When he stepped onto the long driveway entrance of his family’s
house, he was preparing his speech. Consumed in thought, the son was
unaware that his father was sitting on the porch.

When the father saw his son, still muttering his rehearsed speech under
his breath, the father sprinted barefoot with joy. This father, who had been
rejected, hated, and exploited, had one thought on his mind: there’s my boy
and I want him back .



When the father reached him, the son began his rehearsed apology-
speech. But before he could finish, the father silenced him with kisses and
an embrace. He held his son’s face in his hands and wept for joy. His son
was lost, but now he was found.

The younger son was fully restored to his status as part owner in the
business. His dad had a new suit and shoes made for him to wear. Then they
had a party and ate together. The son had been lost, but now he was back
home with his father.
Coming to Your Senses
This story, originally told by Jesus, gives us some clues about selfishly
seeking our joy in God. The businessman-father is God. The younger son is
you and me. We think we know what we want, and it’s not God or His
presence. We want everything else but Him. We want the fruit from the tree
in the garden, so we run away from God and find ourselves hungry. We eat
and drink and partake of so many different things. For a while they might
even be satisfying, but it never lasts.

This is the cycle of sin. We look away from God—who is life and joy—
and think we are going to be satisfied by lesser joys. They eventually leave
us hungrier and more broken and filled with more shame.

So, we hide from God, ashamed, and look for more things to satisfy us.
This is addiction. For a time, I was addicted to porn. I thought that looking
at images on my computer screen would satisfy the longing for love inside
my heart. It felt good for a little bit, but afterward I felt even emptier. I felt
more broken and had more shame than before.

This cycle is deadly. We feel emptiness and shame, so we eat the fruit of
sin. This produces even greater shame, which we then try to fill with even
more fruit of sin. This addiction cycle of shame, sin, and brokenness will
destroy you and those around you.

This is the enemy’s plan against you right now: to steal life from you. He
will tempt you with lesser joys and seek to destroy you in a cycle of shame,
sin, and hiding from God. The enemy will do anything He can to convince
you that the presence and face of God will not satisfy you. He will try to
convince you that you don’t have time to seek the presence of God in your
daily life—or that it’s too hard or too boring.

The enemy will present shiny objects to distract you from the one thing
that will bring life and joy to your life. The enemy hates you. The enemy



hates God. And he really hates it when you and I stop hiding from God and
seek after Him for joy and life.

The key moment in the story is when the younger son comes to his senses
. He looks around and says, “Where am I?” He’s in an alleyway eating trash
and realizes that he’s dying. He reasons that his dad is gracious and will
give him what he needs to survive. So, he drops the trash-fruit in his hand,
gets up, and goes to his dad.

For me, this meant coming to my senses and realizing that pornography
didn’t satisfy me but instead was destroying me on the inside. I would put
the trash-fruit down, step away from the computer, and go to the Father
with my confession.

It wasn’t easy. For quite a while, I didn’t understand radical grace, and I
was thinking like this younger son, who rehearsed his confession, hoping
for the best. The best he could imagine was an “employee” relationship
with his dad, not one that was fully restored to family intimacy.

Similarly, for a long time I would confess and then feel that I needed to
be in a probation period with God. This usually included lots of time
praying and reading the Bible and being “good” for a while before He
would really forgive me. Then after a day or two, I would “feel” like He
forgave me. But by that time, temptation was back, and I would get caught
in the cycle of shame and sin again.

Then one day I read this story and saw the perspective of the Father with
His son. The Father didn’t even wait for the full confession from the son
before He forgave him! He didn’t require a probationary period but
accepted His son completely—as if he had never left.

Jesus showed me that this is the way the Father is with me when I
confess and turn back to Him. Jesus paid for my sin on the cross and
provided access for me back into a restored relationship with the Father. I
don’t need to add anything to the payment Jesus made for me!

This is radical grace. I still shake my head at this truth. It’s too good.
Jesus died in my place for my porn addiction and gave me His innocence.
My addiction is credited to Jesus on the cross and His righteousness is
credited to me in the eyes of the Father. Jesus became my sin so that I
would become His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21)! This is amazing
grace !
The Same Is True for You



You are seeking something right now to satisfy you. Is it the Father or
something else? Or someone else? Take it from me, lesser joys may feel
good for a time, but eventually you will come crashing back down to
emptiness and brokenness. So, put that trash-fruit down. Come to your
senses. Get up and go to the Father, by faith in Jesus’ death on the cross for
your sin. Run to the Father. Confess your sin. Receive forgiveness and
grace. Be clothed with the Spirit of God. Be restored to joy.

We are all seeking what we think will satisfy us. We are all seeking life,
joy, peace, and purpose. The truth is you can choose to seek after the
Father’s face in Jesus—or not. If you run after those other things, they may
be good for a little while, but they will not ultimately satisfy. So, be selfish.
Seek the one thing that will actually bring you joy and life—the Father. He
is waiting.

Take a minute right now. Close your eyes and picture Jesus. Hand him
the trash-fruit you’ve been eating and seeking. Confess your sin and shame.
Ask Him to forgive you and bring you back to the Father. Then receive the
Father’s embrace. Receive His joy. Receive His tears as they wash away the
smeared stains of guilt, shame, brokenness, and sin.

It is here, forgiven and loved, that we enjoy the presence of the Father.
This is life—with Him. This is joy—His face. This is what you have been
longing for—the joy of the Father’s presence.

This radical grace is the soil for friendship and intimacy with God the
Father. To grow in friendship with the Father, we need to give time to Him,
have conversation with Him, and do things together.

In the next section, we will explore the first ingredient: how to
intentionally practice the Father’s presence in your life. If you want to be
friends with God, you must spend time in His presence. You must learn how
to say, “Here I am.”



Part Two

Here I Am
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led
his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He
looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will
turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”
When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”
Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you
are standing is holy ground.”

– Exodus 3:1–5



Chapter Four

Show Me Your Glory
“If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. . . . Please show me your

glory.”

– Exodus 33:15, 18

From the very first time I read the story of Moses, I was challenged. I was
confronted with a man hungry for the presence of God in a way I wasn’t. I
felt challenged and a little defeated. There’s no way I could be like that. I’m
just Jamie, not some great man of God.

But over the last several years, the Father has changed my thinking.
Moses is not greater than you or me. In fact, Jesus said that in the new
covenant, even the least of us is greater than the heroes of the old covenant
(Luke 7:28). Why is that? Because the new covenant is better than the old.
In the old covenant there was daily sacrifice for sin, but in the new covenant
there is one sacrifice, and His name is Jesus. In the old covenant, the
presence of God was available to a few, at a distance, but in the new, we get
the Father’s presence within all of us. It’s positively amazing, and it’s
because of Jesus.

You see, Jesus is the mediator who brings us into relationship with the
Father. He is the One who said, “Here I Am! I will go rescue My people
from their slavery to their own sin.” Jesus provides us access to His glory
and presence. He is the hero of the story.

Moses is a shadow of what Jesus came to accomplish. Moses had a
destiny to set his brothers and sisters free from slavery in Egypt; Jesus came
to set the world free from slavery to sin and death. Moses met with God
face-to-face as a representative for the people of God; Jesus is the face of
God, who meets with us. The people watched Moses meet with God face-
to-face, and vicariously experienced that friendship; Jesus is willing and
ready to meet with all of us, anytime, all the time.
Face-to-Face Friendship
Why am I saying all this? Because you, reader, may be tempted to think that
only Moses gets this kind of face-to-face relationship with God. Or you



might be tempted to think that only the pastor of your church could have
this kind of relationship with God. Or that I, as the author, have special
access to God because I wrote a book on the subject. But all that is just
enemy interference.

Hear me clearly: the Father wants face-to-face friendship with you, right
now.

But how do we seek the Father’s presence continually? How, practically,
do we do this? What do we need to do to experience the Father face-to-
face? To experience His glory and presence? The goal of this chapter is to
be practical and helpful to you. We will use Moses as a model and pull out
some helpful principles for practicing God’s presence in your daily life.
Stop Disqualifying Yourself
First, stop disqualifying yourself. Did you know that Moses was eighty
years old before he encountered God? It’s never too late to start. You can
encounter the Father right now, whether you are eight or eighty. If you’ve
never heard His voice or experienced Him, you can today.

Also, did you know that Moses was a failed leader? He had a destiny
from God to rescue his Israelite family from slavery in Egypt, and he blew
it. He killed an Egyptian, then tried to cover it up. That was at age forty.

Moses got scared and ran off into the wilderness, ending up tending his
father-in-law’s sheep as an outcast, an outlaw, a failure. For forty years he
tended sheep on the backside of nowhere. Alone. Hardly a leader of anyone,
except smelly sheep.

Then God spoke to him from a burning bush, and everything changed—
not because Moses did anything but because God chose to speak and
encounter him. Moses was a failure, but that didn’t deter the Father from
meeting with him.

The same is true for you. You may think, I’ve tried and failed so many
times. I don’t feel worthy. I’m washed up . The truth is, we are all washed
up. Seriously. Stop disqualifying yourself. The Father has a burning-bush
moment for you. It could be this book you’re reading.
Be Willing to Break Your Routine
Second, be willing to break your routine. For forty years, Moses traversed
the same paths with the same sheep at the same time. Over and over.
Routine. It makes us feel comfortable to have rhythm and routine. But



something happened that broke his routine. Moses saw a bush on fire but
not consumed. He said to himself, “Huh, that’s weird. I wonder what’s
going on. I’ll go check it out.”

Moses had a path and routine that he took every day with the sheep. But
he chose to break that routine to see something—a burning bush—that
caught his eye. The Bible says that “when the LORD saw that he turned aside
to see, God called to him out of the bush” (Exodus 3:4).

Let me make this simple. Sometimes we miss what God is doing because
we are unwilling to break our routine and look at what is happening around
us. If you haven’t been experiencing the presence of God in your daily life,
it may be time to break your routine. It’s time to break out of “autopilot”
living and seek after the presence of God.

What if Moses hadn’t stopped that day? What if he was more focused on
getting the sheep watered? Now, there’s nothing wrong with being
responsible. It’s a good thing to be responsible. But sometimes we can take
it to the extreme and miss God.

How many times has the Father been trying to get your attention and you
were too busy being responsible? Or in my case distracted by my phone.
How many moments have I missed with God because I was distracted and
busy and didn’t have time on my schedule?

Be willing to break routine. Be on the lookout today. The Father has
plans to break into your routine—today. Will you see Him? Will you see
His face?
Say, “Here I Am”
Third, tell the Father, “Here I am.” Don’t underestimate these words. Be
present with the Father. After Moses heard God call out his name, he
responded, “Here I am.” The rest is history . . . literally. The most
significant event in Jewish history—Israel leaving slavery in Egypt—
occurred because one man said, “Here I am,” to God. This is no little thing
I’m talking about. You and I miss out on so much that the Father has
planned for us because we don’t stop and say, “Here I am, Father. I am
present to be with You.”

The simple practice of stopping and saying “Here I am” will change your
life. It changed Moses’s life and, consequently, the people of Israel. An
entire generation was set free because one man, a washed-up failure, said,
“Here I am,” to God.



When you get up in the morning and your eyes open, don’t pick up your
phone and check what everyone else is saying. First, when you open your
eyes, say, “Here I am, Father. I’m ready to experience this day with you.”
Then, after you make coffee and are preparing for your day, tell Him again,
“Here I am, Father. What do you think about my schedule today?”

Be present with Him. He will change your life. Mindfulness and living
present with the Father will do that—I promise. Consider setting an alarm
to go off regularly throughout the day. This is a simple practice to wake us
out of those autopilot moments. Right now, I have my iPhone alarm set to
go off once an hour, all day. When I hear the alarm, I am reminded to be
present with the Father.

Of course, God is always with us. That’s true. Theology tells us that God
is omnipresent . He is present everywhere, and He is always present. But we
are not always aware of His presence with us. Many days, we live our lives
ignoring Him. I know I do. I have gone days at a time and never considered
that the Father is present with me all day.

So, the simple practice of setting an alarm on my phone forces me to seek
His face every hour. You don’t have to set it for every hour; you can set it
more frequently, say, every thirty minutes. Or you may choose to set an
alarm for every two or three hours. The importance of this practice is not
about frequency but mindfulness of His presence during the day.

Don’t live on autopilot. Be willing to break routine and see where God’s
presence will lead you. There are burning-bush moments available today for
you. Will you see them? Will you stop and experience His presence today?
Ask for More of Him
Fourth, ask for more. Ask the Father for more of His presence and glory in
your life. Skipping ahead in the story, we see another interaction between
Moses and God. After the exodus from Egypt, Moses asks God, “Show me
Your glory.” He wanted more.

Moses had seen plagues, miracles, signs, and wonders. He saw the
parting of the sea, the destruction of Pharaoh’s army, and God writing the
Ten Commandments. He spent forty days on Mount Sinai. But Moses is
still not satisfied. He wants more of God. He desires more of God’s
presence.

After all that Moses has seen and experienced of God, he asks for more.
The man described as “a friend of God” and who spoke “face-to-face” with



the Creator of the universe wants more of Him.
I am too easily satisfied with yesterday’s experience of God. How about

you?
We can experience more of God, and we are encouraged to ask for more.

More intimacy with the Father is available. More friendship with Jesus is
available. More of the Holy Spirit’s presence is available.

This is about hunger. This is what seeking the Father’s presence
continually looks like—hunger for more. Are you hungry for more of Him?

Do you think there’s more you could learn about the Creator of the
universe? Of course! He is the glorious One. He is the King. He is the
Beginning and the End. He is the Creator and Redeemer of all things. He is
inexhaustible in His glory, and He is willing to give you more of Himself;
you just need to ask Him for more.

A. W. Tozer said, “You have as much of God as you actually want.”
That’s the heart behind Moses’s cry to God: “Show me Your glory.” 2

I want as much of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as I can handle today.
I want to learn more about His glory and power and purposes for my life
and for my family. I want more of Him today than I experienced yesterday.
Tomorrow, and next week, and the next, give me even more. And I want
that for you too. This can be a burning-bush moment for you right now. Tell
the Father, “Here I am, present with You. Show me Your glory.” Seek Him.

By the way, if you think this is over the top, consider this: we will not
stop learning and experiencing more of the Father for all eternity. After two
millennia of experiencing more and more of His glory, there will be still
more to learn.

Remember Tozer’s quote, “You have as much of God as you actually
want.” Your current enjoyment of God’s presence is entirely up to you, my
friend. If you want more of Him, then ask Him for more.
Follow His Glory and Presence
Finally, follow His glory and presence daily. At the end of the book of
Exodus, there is a summary statement about the way the people of Israel
interacted with God in the wilderness:

Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken



up. For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire
was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all
their journeys. (Exodus 40:36–38)

The people of God learned dependence on Him every day. God’s glory
was over the tabernacle as a cloud during the day and as a fire at night.
When the glory lifted from the tabernacle, they packed up camp and
prepared to follow Him. When God’s glory stayed put, they stayed put.
Simple. Every day they followed the glory and presence of God. Their daily
life was oriented to the presence of God. Their coming and going was in
relation to whether God was coming or going.

Earlier in the story, Moses expressed this to God: “If your presence will
not go with me, do not bring us up from here” (Exodus 33:15). Moses’s job
was to lead the people of Israel. He understood that he and the people
needed God’s presence more than anything else. He wasn’t moving the
people if the presence of God wasn’t going with them.

What about you? When you walk into your staff meeting at work, do you
acknowledge your need for God’s presence? Are you aware that you can
put your hand to something—like your job, family, or ministry work—and
not have the favor and blessing of God upon it? It is entirely possible to
spend all day doing your tasks without the Father’s presence. Your life can
be built in vain if it’s not built with the presence of the Father.

As you grow in friendship with God, you will develop sensitivity to
following Him in everything you do. Try it today. Whatever is on your
schedule for today, ask the Father to manifest His glory and presence on
that activity. He will either bless it or not. I want to put my hands to things
that He has scheduled and blessed with His presence. How about you?

I’m not suggesting you abandon your responsibilities and wait for God to
lead you in every decision. This will lead to paralysis. No, I am suggesting
that your daily schedule needs to have His presence within it. Ask Him to
go with you, and then accomplish your tasks for the day. His presence may
lift from an activity. This will provide an opportunity to stop, break routine,
be present with Him, and ask Him to show His glory to you. Be present. He
will show you the way.
Effects of Intentional Mindfulness of God’s Presence
Let’s close with a couple of examples of the effects of practicing God’s
presence in daily life. What will happen to you if you intentionally seek His



face every day?
First, you will change. The presence of God will change you, and this

will be obvious to those around you. When Moses came down from Mount
Sinai, the Bible says that his face was shining “because he had been talking
with God” (Exodus 34:29). Regular and intentional seeking of God’s glory
changed Moses, and everyone could see the change. His face was visibly
shining because Moses had been with God. He looked different because of
the presence of God.

I want to look and smell like the Father to those around me. I desire to be
so intentional about seeking God’s presence daily that others encounter Him
by being near me. What if you practiced “Here I am” with God so regularly
in the mornings that those around you could smell the spiritual aroma of
Jesus on you? We as believers should look different from the world because
of the presence of God. We should have the fragrance of Christ. You want a
simple practice to transform your life? Stay in the presence of God.

Second, those around you will be transformed too. All the people led by
Moses experienced blessing from his regular practice of God’s presence.
They were being changed because their leader was being changed. Do not
underestimate the transformation that is available to those around you when
you intentionally practice daily mindfulness toward God.

There was one person in Moses’s life who was profoundly altered by
God’s presence: Joshua. The Bible records that Moses would regularly talk
to God and see Him face-to-face, like a friend. When Moses would leave to
go speak with the people, his assistant, Joshua, “would not depart from the
tent” (Exodus 33:11).

This young protégé of Moses stayed in the presence of God and would
not leave God’s presence. Joshua learned from his mentor the value of
God’s presence, and he stayed in the tent. He learned how to practice the
presence of God as a young man. Joshua would become the new leader of
Israel—having learned the importance of God’s presence, Joshua would
lead the people into the promised land.

The church in North America is hemorrhaging young people. Young men
and women who grew up in the church are leaving the faith of their fathers
and mothers. An entire generation is walking away from God. Our strategy
to keep these young people can no longer consist of entertainment and cute,
“relevant” programs. We must show them, again, the value and glory of



God’s presence. Our own intentional practice of God’s presence will model
to them what real Christianity looks like.

It is our responsibility to say “Here I am” to God every day. He will
change us as we ask Him for more and more of His glory in our lives. We
will be changed, but the next generation will be changed too. They will
become hungry for more of God’s glory because they have seen that same
hunger modeled by us. “Father, show us your glory!” Do this for our sake
and for the sake of the next generation.

There is another effect of intentionally seeking the presence of God:
peace. In the next chapter, we will explore the power of God’s presence
when we are afraid.



Chapter Five

The Hiding Place
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear.

– Psalm 46:1–2

I’m a Texas boy, and I married an Oklahoma girl. Growing up, we both
experienced regular tornado drills in our elementary schools. Tornadoes are
a reality for these areas of the country, especially in Oklahoma.

For five years, we lived in Tulsa. I pastored a church, and Jess directed a
state-wide, nonprofit program that helps at-risk kids and their families.
During these years, we had several close calls with tornadoes.

While at church one Wednesday night, a tornado formed and began to
head straight toward our house. We watched on the news as it jumped over
our neighborhood and landed near our kids’ elementary school. Several
surrounding homes were damaged.

On another occasion, Jess’s work building was struck by a tornado and,
thankfully, sustained only minor window damage. Unfortunately, the office
building across the street was so damaged it is still vacant. That building
has never recovered.

You learn something about tornadoes when they are regular visitors to
your part of the country. You learn that there are early warning signs before
a tornado strikes. For example, when the sky turns green, you know
something is up. Also, when the birds scatter and it gets quiet, something is
coming, and it’s probably not good.

Thanks to technology, when you hear the sirens go off, that means it’s
time to take cover in what Jess affectionately calls “hidey holes.” These are
storm shelters you should immediately seek out once you hear the warning
sirens. They are designed to protect you from debris and the tornado itself.
When a tornado hits, you want to be in the shelter. And it helps to know the
warning signs that something is up.
Early Warning System



I’ve learned to identify one of the most important warning signs in my own
heart: anxiety. This has been one of the most difficult lessons I’ve ever
learned in my life. And I’m still learning it today.

Here’s the lesson: when I’m anxious, that is an early warning sign that I
need to find shelter fast. For me, anxiety usually occurs when I’m thinking
about something that might happen in the future. I’ve convinced myself that
some event or experience is going to be bad, hurtful, or difficult. Worry
creeps in, and I will begin to obsess about what might happen. What I’m
learning is that this anxiety is a sign that I’m not living in the present.
Instead, I’m worried about what might happen in the future.

Here’s the big idea for this chapter: as soon as anxiety hits you, find the
shelter. When those creeping thoughts begin to crowd your mind, run to
your hiding place. Find the “hidey hole” where you will find rest and
protection from the debris and the storm.
You Are a Hiding Place for Me
The psalmists write in many places about this shelter. Here are just a few:

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the
shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the LORD , “My refuge and my
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1–2)
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you
surround me with shouts of deliverance. (Psalm 32:7)
In the cover of your presence you hide them from the plots of men;
you store them in your shelter from the strife of tongues. (Psalm 31:20)
You are my hiding place and my shield. (Psalm 119:114)
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear. (Psalm 46:1–2)

In the psalms, we are encouraged by the experiences of these worshipers.
David and others found shelter in God. He was their hiding place. He was
their refuge and strong fortress. God’s presence hid them from danger. The
presence of God was a refuge and strength in times of trouble.

I’ve discovered that when anxiety hits, it’s time to immediately take
cover in the shelter and presence of God. His presence is the hiding place.
This chapter is about how we do that practically. How do you rest in the
shadow of the Almighty? How do you hide in His presence?
Peace Is a Person



Well, first let’s make this concept concrete. Peace is not found in a place or
in your circumstances. Peace is found in a person. In fact, peace is a person,
a person named Jesus. One of His royal titles is Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).
Do you think He might know a thing or two about countering fear and
anxiety? Sure. He is the King of peace. Jesus is peace.

When His disciples were experiencing fear in the middle of a raging
windstorm on the Sea of Galilee, where was Jesus? What was the Prince of
Peace doing? He was asleep. Their boat was filling up with water, and the
disciples—most of whom were experienced fishermen—were legitimately
afraid. Yet they found Jesus asleep on the bottom of the boat.

Here’s the truth: Jesus is not stressed or worried about anything. He is
completely at peace. The disciples wake Him up, wondering if He even
cares about what they’re going through? “Don’t you care, Jesus? We are
dying here!”

He got up, calmed the storm, turned to His disciples, and replied, “Where
is your faith?” (Matthew 8:23–27; Mark 4:35–41; Luke 8:22–25).

Faith . There it is. But what is faith?
Faith is trusting Jesus more than whatever you’re worried about—that

thing that might happen in the future. Faith is resting “present tense” with
Jesus. Remember, He is not stressed. But worry is your mind scurrying
“future tense” to what might be. Faith is being present with Jesus, even in
the storms of your life. Faith is noticing the early warning signs of fear and
going directly to the shelter, which is Jesus. He is your hiding place. Jesus
is your refuge and strength.
David Strengthened Himself in the Lord
The great psalmist and king, David, was known for his courage and bravery
in battle. He fought lions and giants and bears! He defeated powerful
enemies, both at home and abroad. He was a leader of mighty men and
warriors. But where did all that bravery come from? Have you ever thought
about that?

There’s a fascinating moment in the life of David I want you to see. The
story is in 1 Samuel 30, and it sheds light on David’s mindset when he pens
these Psalm passages about refuge and strength. Here’s the setup. David has
been at war with the enemy, the Amalekites, with his mighty men and other
warriors. While they were out fighting, the enemy backtracked and attacked
David’s home base at Ziklag, burned down the city, and took all their wives



and children. When David and his warriors found out what happened, they
wept until all their strength was gone.

They lost their homes. They lost their wives. They lost their children.
Can you imagine the fear and anxiety? Would they ever see their loved ones
again? What are the enemy forces doing to their wives and kids? What has
happened to them?

The Bible records, “David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of
stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for his sons and
daughters” (1 Samuel 30:6). The word distressed here means to be in
trouble and marked by anxious uneasiness. David is worried, troubled, and
wondering if he will even survive this ordeal.

Ever been there? Yep, me too.
So, what does David do? Remember, this is the same guy who wrote

those words fortress , hiding place , and shelter . Will he practice what he
preached in the psalms that he wrote? Absolutely.

Here’s what the Bible says happened next: “David was greatly distressed,
. . . But [he] strengthened himself in the LORD his God” (1 Samuel 30:6).
David sought the Lord, not his circumstances, for strength. The situation
looked bleak for his family and even his own life. Where did he go? He
went straight to his fortress for strength.

Remember Psalm 105:4 from chapter 3? The psalmist says, “Seek the
LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!” Earlier we looked at
the second half of that verse, “Seek his presence.” The first half says the
same thing but in a different way. This is a literary form called parallelism.
Instead of the command to seek His presence, the parallel is “Seek the Lord
and his strength ” (emphasis mine). Seeking the presence of God looks like
seeking Him and His strength, especially when you are anxious or afraid.
I Love You, O Lord, My Strength
What might that have looked like in David’s heart? Well, here’s what David
wrote when he was delivered on another occasion: “I love you, O LORD , my
strength. The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my
rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. I call upon the LORD , who is worthy to be praised, and I am
saved from my enemies” (Psalm 18:1–3).

When confronted with fear and anxiety, David runs straight to his refuge
and strength—God Himself. He wasn’t going to find comfort or support



from anyone else because all those around him were thinking murderous
thoughts. David could only go to one place, the hiding place in the presence
of God.

The rest of the story goes like this: David strengthened himself in the
“LORD
his God ” (1 Samuel 30:6, emphasis mine). I love that. There’s history
and intimacy between David and God. They’ve spent years together, out in
the fields with the sheep. David and his God. After strengthening himself,
David called in the priest and inquired of the Lord as to what he should do.
The Lord told him to go get his family back, so David took off, chased
down the Amalekites, defeated them, and retrieved every one of the wives,
kids, and livestock.

David knew where to go when he was anxious. He went directly to his
“hidey hole” in the presence of God. The presence of God was David’s
hiding place. And God will be your hiding place too. Here are some
practical steps to deal with fear and anxiety by practicing the presence of
God, your strength.
Practical Steps
 

1. Understand you will have legitimate distress in this world, but Jesus’
peace is stronger. Jesus explained to His disciples, “In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John
16:33 NIV).

There is nothing Pollyanna about Jesus. He doesn’t come to
you and say, “Follow Me, and you will never struggle in life
again.” No, Jesus is honest. You will experience distress. You will
experience pain and suffering. You will be confronted with things
in life that will tempt you to fear. But Jesus is stronger.

Like His disciples on the boat, you will experience legitimately
dangerous circumstances in your life. Remember, Jesus is in the
boat with you. He is present with you. Even when you walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, Jesus is with you.

2. Live present tense with Jesus. Jesus is peace. Right now, He is at
peace. He is not worried about anything happening in your life. He
knows how everything will turn out. So, if you want to regularly
experience peace, then live present tense with Jesus. When you live



and think future tense, you are concerned with what might happen. You
will be tempted to be anxious about things that may or may not ever
occur.

The enemy has twisted me up so many times with this. My
mind will spin with worry about something in the future, and then
if it actually does occur, it’s not nearly as bad as I thought. Maybe
this has happened to you too.

I’ve wasted entire days of my life worried about something that
never ended up happening. Those days were stolen from me,
because I wasn’t living present tense with Jesus in the moment. I
ignored Him and allowed my mind to spin with future tense
worry. Worry is meditation on something or someone other than
Jesus.

3. Give your anxiety to Jesus, and receive His peace. You can regularly
exchange your fear of the waves around you for His calm.

We are actually commanded to do this in Scripture: “Cast all
your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7 NIV).
The verb cast means to throw responsibility for something onto
someone else. This verse encourages you to give Jesus the
responsibility for your anxiety and worry. Let Him handle it.
Make Him responsible for it. You can stop carrying that anxiety
around and throw it to Jesus because He can handle it.

But that’s not all. He will give you something to replace your
anxiety. He will give you His peace. In John 14:27 Jesus says,
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.” The “world” doesn’t have the resources to
experience true peace, but Jesus does. Have you noticed how
much fear is present in our culture? The world doesn’t have
peace, and it cannot provide it to you. You must receive Jesus’
peace. And He will give it to you in exchange for your fear. Trade
that fear away for His peace.

Practically, what does that look like? When you are
experiencing anxiety, close your eyes and picture Jesus. Thank
Him for being present with you. Picture yourself handing over a
backpack full of your anxieties to Jesus. Take the backpack of



worries off your back, and toss it to Him. Take a deep breath and
exhale slowly. Watch Jesus take responsibility for that backpack.
Then extend your hands like a child receiving a gift, and breathe
deeply. Receive Jesus’ peace.

4. Finally, draw near to Jesus with thanksgiving and worship. Let me
make this as simple as possible: when we fix our hearts and minds on
Jesus in worship, all other fears fade away. A favorite hymn from my
childhood goes like this:

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful
face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

When you feel anxiety and fear creeping up on you, draw near
to Jesus. Enter the hiding place through worship. Begin to thank
Jesus for everything you can think of in your life. Tell Him out
loud what you are thankful for. Counter anxiety with
thankfulness.

Then begin to speak or sing the psalms or other worship songs.
Worship is warfare against fear. Sing. Lift your heart to Jesus. Lift
your hands to Jesus. Praise Him for His goodness and grace.
Praise Him for His glory and holiness. Rejoice in Him! Call out to
Him! Thank Him, even in the middle of the tornado, that He is
your refuge and strength. Worship Him until the storms around
you are calmed. Praise Him until the fears within you fade away.
Worship is warfare against anxiety.

Choose to rejoice. Choose to be thankful. Choose to hide
yourself in Jesus. Choose to think about Him and receive His
thoughts about your situation. Jesus is present, and He is peace.

The apostle Paul writes about this. I encourage you to allow
these words to wash over you right now as you read them:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.



Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
(Philippians 4:4–9)

When the tornado sirens screech, you must find shelter in the hiding
place. When the storms of life are coming against you, go to the bottom of
the boat where Jesus is, asleep. He is your peace. His presence is your
hiding place.

There is one more important truth about practicing God’s presence.
Friendship with God feels like something. His presence feels like home .
God doesn’t only want to be present with you; rather, He wants to make His
home with you, and that is what we will explore in the next chapter.



Chapter Six

Home Is Where the Spirit Is
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him,

and we will come to him and make our home with him.”

– John 14:23

God wants to dwell with you. Yes, you. His desire is to be with you and
enjoy this day with you, right now.

God wants to dwell with you. That word dwell is a significant word in the
Bible and in the history of God with humanity. He wants to dwell with us.
We touched on this in chapter 2, but I want to help bring it home to your
heart in this chapter.
God Wants to Be at Home with You
The Hebrew word for dwell means to live, inhabit, rest, settle down, stay,
abide, make a home somewhere. When God says He wants to dwell with
you, that means He wants to be at home with you. It’s a big deal to Him.
This is clear from the sweep of the biblical story. From Genesis to
Revelation, God has been at work to dwell with His people. From the
beginning to the end, His plan is to dwell with you, to make His home with
you.

In the beginning, He created the garden as a place to dwell with us
(Genesis 1–2). At the end of all things and when the dust settles, He will
declare, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God” (Revelation 21:3).

God made a covenant with the people of Israel after He rescued them
from slavery. The covenant formula is: (1) I will be your God, (2) you will
be My people, and (3) I will dwell with you. The physical manifestation of
that dwelling place was the tabernacle. The tabernacle was a portable
worship space where God’s glory and presence could come down and be at
home with His people.



Through the prophets, God promises to go a step further. He says, “I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be
their God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33). What’s He
saying? God is promising a new covenant where He will dwell not in a
portable worship space but in the hearts of His people. He wants to dwell
within His people. He wants to put His glory and His presence inside of us.

So He comes in human form and dwells on earth. The Gospel of John
records, “And the Word [Jesus] became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14). Jesus came to dwell with us, and His glory and
presence is now available to all.

Then Jesus says something remarkable to His disciples. Jesus explains
that He is going to leave them and that the Holy Spirit will come to dwell
with them and be in them. He connects the presence of the Holy Spirit with
home by saying: “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him”
(John 14:23).

Did you catch that? Jesus and the Father want to make you their home.
God wants to love you and be at home with you forever. And the practical
way this works is that they send the Holy Spirit to dwell within believers.
It’s amazing! The God who spoke billions of galaxies into being wants to
reside and make His home inside of you.

This is one of the most crucial things you must understand if you want to
regularly practice the presence of God in your life.

He wants to be at home with you.
He wants to dwell with you.
He wants to live with you.
God doesn’t want to be an add-on to your day. He wants to experience

your day with you. He doesn’t just want a twenty-four-minute “quiet time”
in the morning. He wants all twenty-four hours of your day with you.

The Father wants to make His home inside you. The Son provides you
access to this relationship. The Holy Spirit is the Father and the Son
dwelling within you.
Who Is the Holy Spirit?



So, at this point, there may be some strange images going through your
head about the indwelling presence of God. One image might be of a Star
Wars -esque “force” that empowers you to be one with the universe.
Another may be of an Alien -like creature inside you waiting to burst out.
Or maybe all this talk of the Holy Spirit makes you think of wildly
charismatic Christians who sometimes do really strange things.

But Jesus explains exactly who the Holy Spirit is in John chapters 14 and
16. Let’s look at what He has to say about the Holy Spirit. Jesus is
explaining to His disciples that He’s not going to be around much longer.
He will be heading back to heaven to be with the Father. Obviously, this
causes His disciples some anxiety, so much so that He says to them, “Let
not your hearts be troubled” (John 14:1).

During the conversation, Jesus encourages His disciples by explaining to
them that even though He is leaving soon, it will all be okay. Why? Because
the Holy Spirit is coming. He says, “These things I have spoken to you
while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:25–26). In this section of
Scripture, Jesus explains at least five things that are important to know
about the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit Is a Person
First, the Holy Spirit is a person. Jesus uses the personal pronoun He when
referring to the Holy Spirit. So this helps us understand that the Holy Spirit
is a person, not a thing. He is not an “it” or a “force” but a person. That
means He feels and thinks. As a person, the Holy Spirit wants to
communicate and grow in relationship with you. You can grow in
friendship with the Holy Spirit just like any other person in your life. It
takes time, conversation, and doing things together. I’ll speak more on that
later.
The Holy Spirit Is God
Second, the Holy Spirit isn’t just any person. He’s also God. Jesus says that
the Father will send “another Helper, to be with you forever” (John 14:16).
By calling the Holy Spirit “another Helper,” Jesus connects Him to God.
Jesus is the Advocate and Helper (1 John 2:1), and the Holy Spirit is
another just like Him. If Jesus is God, and the Holy Spirit is another Helper
like Jesus, then the Holy Spirit is God.



This isn’t the only time that this truth comes up in Scripture. For
example, Paul says to the Corinthian church, “Do you not know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).
God’s temple is where God resides. And since the Holy Spirit is God,
wherever He dwells is God’s sacred space. Do you consider yourself to be
holy ground? If you are a temple of the living God, then wherever you go is
a holy place because God goes with you. It’s amazing!
The Holy Spirit Is a Helper
Third, the Holy Spirit is a helper for you. That word refers to a wide range
of helping. God the Holy Spirit is given to you to encourage and comfort
you. He is given to be an advocate and representative for you.

I had often struggled with feeling alone with my emotions. Sometimes it
was hard for me to express what was happening on the inside, and this left
me feeling unknown and misunderstood. Then the Father opened my eyes
to the Comforter who is available in the Holy Spirit. I am never alone
because the Creator of the universe who loves me dwells within me and is
there to encourage and help me. The information I’m sharing in this chapter
about the Holy Spirit has changed my life. When you feel alone, understand
that God is available to you as a guide, a friend, an encourager, and a helper.
The Holy Spirit Is a Teacher
Fourth, the Holy Spirit is a teacher. Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will
“teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you” (John 14:26). Later, in chapter 16, Jesus continues, “I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine
and declare it to you” (John 16:12–14).

I love this aspect of the Holy Spirit’s personality. He is a teacher. He
loves to teach us, specifically about the things that Jesus taught. Like all
good teachers, the Holy Spirit understands that we are all at different grade
levels and need specialized teaching plans. He knows where you are and
what you can handle right now.

I’ve been amazed at the number of times I’ve read the same passage only
to learn something new about God or myself on the 150th time. And if I’m
open and listening, the Holy Spirit is willing to teach me something new on



the 151st time too. He’s awesome. He is a genius and is excited to teach you
new things. Unfortunately, many of us ignore Him, as I did for many years.
Not anymore. I love to learn, and the master teacher dwells within me! He
will teach you too.
The Holy Spirit Is Home
Finally, the Holy Spirit is home . Jesus explains, “I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever. . . . You know [the
Holy Spirit], for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you
as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:16–18). Notice the family
language here. Jesus, the Son, will ask the Father to send the Spirit to us.
Forever. We will not be orphans, without a family; rather, we will be full
members of God’s family. We will join a family with the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

The doctrine of the Trinity is a mind-boggling truth. God is one God, but
He is three distinct persons. Each person of the Trinity is fully God. Yet,
there are not three Gods but one. The Father is fully God, the Son is fully
God, and the Spirit is fully God. And there is only one God. If your mind
hurts thinking about this, then you are starting to get the doctrine right.

But the important thing to know is this: from eternity past God has
always existed. He never started being—He has always been. And He has
always been a family of three. The concept of family isn’t a construct of
human thinking. Family isn’t something God created when He fashioned
Adam and Eve. No, family is eternal.

God has eternally existed in family: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And
this family has been perfect, forever. Perfect love. Perfect communication.
Perfect and mutual yielding to each other. Conversation. Security. Peace.
Home .

What you want more than anything is to be at home with a perfect family.
You and I long for a place of belonging, love, intimacy, togetherness, and
wholeness. Deep down, that’s what we all want. Actually, it’s not just what
you want. It’s also what you were created by and for: family. You were
created by a family—the triune God— and you were created for a family
with Him, forever.

Look at what Jesus says: “I will not leave you as orphans.” Then He
follows that up with “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with



him” (John 14:23). The Holy Spirit dwelling within you is home for the
triune God. This eternal family—Father, Son, and Spirit—wants to be at
home with you. You get to join in this perfect, eternal family, and you will
never be kicked out!
How Do I Get Him?
The big question, then, is How do I get into this family? Some think we are
automatically in God’s family, but the truth is we must be adopted . Very
simply, you and I are adopted by the Father, through the Spirit, by faith in
Jesus.

The apostle Paul explains it this way, “But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Galatians 4:4–6). What is Paul saying
here? Adoption is available to us from the Father by faith in the Son. Jesus
came to die on the cross for our sin and brokenness. His death and
resurrection, on our behalf, provides us this adoption.

The process of adoption was common in the Roman world. Paul’s
audience, the Galatians, would have understood what he was saying to
them. In Rome, adoptions could occur at any age. It wasn’t just kids being
adopted. Adults could be adopted too. The most famous adoption in Rome
was Julius Caesar’s adoption of Octavian to be his heir.

In a Roman adoption, the son’s or daughter’s previous identity, name, and
debts were erased. The identification papers of their old life were torn up
and discarded. The adopted son or daughter was defined completely by
their relationship with the new father, whose wealth and status were now
their inheritance and identity. This choice was graciously made by the
adopting father because orphans didn’t have the resources to buy this
relationship. It was a free, gracious gift and act of love on behalf of the
adopting father.

Paul was saying that the same is true when God adopts us. You can’t
purchase this adoption or relationship. You don’t have enough money or
good deeds to accomplish it. You can’t buy your way into this family.
Adoption is graciously given to you by faith in Jesus. When you put your
trust in Jesus’ death for your sins, you are adopted into the Father’s family
by the Holy Spirit.



By faith, your old life, identity, and sin are nailed to the cross with Jesus.
He becomes your sin and gives you His righteousness. Your old identity is
torn up and discarded. Now you are defined by the Father and your
relationship with Him. His wealth and status are now your inheritance and
identity. All this is freely given to you by the Father, through the Spirit, and
by faith in the Son. The Holy Spirit is sent to make this truth “real” to you,
deep down in your heart.

We see a picture of this truth at Jesus’ baptism. When He came out of the
water, two things happened. First, the Holy Spirit descended onto Jesus.
Second, a voice came from heaven and said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16–17). At that moment, the Father
was proudly declaring: “This is My beautiful Son. I love Him and am so
proud of Him. That’s My Boy!”

Here’s the good news. By faith in Jesus, your new identity is exactly the
same as His. You are gifted with the Holy Spirit dwelling within you. You
receive the approval of the Father. What is true of Jesus is now true of you.
You are the beloved son of the Father. You are the cherished daughter of the
Father.

The Holy Spirit helps you understand this reality. By faith in Christ, you
delight the Father. He is proud of you and loves you and likes you. Because
of Jesus, you can receive the delight of God as your Father.

Your sin broke your relationship with Him, but the Father wants you
back. He sent Jesus to die in your place and cancel your sin. By faith, He
then puts His own Spirit in you. He makes His home with you. Now, you
are adopted by the Creator of the universe. Now, you can call Him Father.
Now, you are home.
What Does He Want to Do?
What is the primary goal of the Holy Spirit within you? What does He want
to do in you? If He’s a great teacher, guide, counselor, and helper, then what
exactly is His goal?

The bottom line is that the Holy Spirit wants to make you more and more
like Jesus. The big, fancy theological word for this is sanctification .
Sanctification is the transformational process of becoming more like Jesus
by partnering with the Holy Spirit within you.

Again, the apostle Paul explains, “And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image



from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

See that “unveiled face” part? Yep, Paul is referencing Moses and the
effects of regularly dwelling in the presence of God. When Moses was
looking at God face-to-face, his own face began to glow. He was
transformed by the presence of God. Paul is saying that in the new
covenant, when we behold the glory of Jesus we are transformed into His
image from one degree of glory to another. All this is from the Spirit at
work within us.

We are transformed day by day, moment by moment, step by step. How?
When we regularly fix our attention on Jesus and yield to the Holy Spirit
within us, we begin to walk like Him. As we gaze upon Jesus, the Holy
Spirit works to fashion and form us into the One we gaze upon. You
become like the One you behold. His presence changes you.

Think about it. This is a natural by-product of looking up to someone.
You start to talk and act like them. Kobe Bryant’s idol was Michael Jordan.
He looked up to MJ. He wanted to be like Mike and talk like Mike. He
wanted his game to look just like Michael’s. So, Kobe studied MJ. He
watched him. He spent time with him and learned from him. And guess
what? If you listen to Kobe’s interviews, you’ll see he sounded just like
Michael Jordan! His tone of voice and the pace and rate of speech sounded
like Mike. And his play on the court was a carbon copy of Michael Jordan.

The same is true for us in the process of sanctification. We look at Jesus
and ask the Holy Spirit to form us into His glorious image, from one degree
to the next. Over time we will talk like our idol, Jesus. We will think like
Him and walk like Him. This is the primary work of the Holy Spirit within
you.
Fruit Bearer—Walk with the Spirit
Okay, what does that practically look like on a day-to-day basis? What do
we do to partner with the Holy Spirit in this process of sanctification?

The biblical metaphor for this is the image of bearing fruit. Jesus said,
“Abide in Me, and you will bear much fruit. Apart from Me you can do
nothing” (John 15:4–5, my paraphrase). That word abide carries the same
connotation as dwelling . It means to remain and stay at home with
someone—in this case, Jesus. But how do we do that? How do we actively
remain with Jesus in our daily lives?



Remember, the Holy Spirit is given to teach us what Jesus taught His
disciples. Paul, writing to the Galatian church, uses the metaphor of
walking. He explains that this looks like walking by the Spirit and not by
the flesh. We can choose to walk according to our own way of thinking or
walk submitted to the Holy Spirit within us. He says this “fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23).

Here’s the idea: every experience you have today, either negative or
positive, is an opportunity to partner with the Holy Spirit and produce
Christlike fruit. This is what the Holy Spirit wants to do within you. This is
His agenda for your day—today.

So, when you have a difficult conversation with a family member or
coworker later this afternoon, the Holy Spirit is ready to produce Christlike
fruit in that conversation. When their words leave you feeling wounded,
hurt, and discouraged, this is the time to spend a few moments talking with
the Holy Spirit! Here are some questions to ask:
 

Holy Spirit, what do you think about what just happened?
What do you want to do in me that can only be accomplished by
walking through this experience together?
What fruit of Christlikeness needs to come out of me right now?

I’ve heard preachers and teachers illustrate this point by saying, “When
you squeeze an orange tightly, orange juice comes out. When you crush a
grape, grape juice comes out. Unfortunately, when some Christians get
squeezed by the circumstances of this life, everything but Jesus comes out.”
When you are under pressure and squeezed, does the Holy One come out of
your mouth or something far fouler? The call for you and me is to allow the
Holy Spirit to form Christlikeness in us in every circumstance of our day.

Try it. The Holy Spirit is with you. Sorry to be so prophetic, but you will
encounter a squeezing situation today. When the crush comes, it will be
your choice to
 

1. stay annoyed, frustrated, defeated, and anxious or



2. partner with the Creator of the universe, who dwells within you, to
actually form something good out of that experience.

This is totally up to you. It’s your choice. Partner with Him or stay
frustrated.

Every experience and circumstance in life has a corresponding fruit
available to you. Think about where you are right now. What does God
want to show you about Himself that is directly related to your situation?
He will work all things—good and bad—for your good if you will partner
with Him. Here are some examples:
 

COVID-19 isolation: God may be teaching you about His peace and
rest.
Coworkers’ words: God may be teaching you about His kindness
toward you.
Broken relationship with family or spouse: God may be teaching you
about His love.
Waiting: God may be teaching you about His patience.
Someone hurts you: God may be teaching you about His healing joy.

Walk through your day, today, aware that everything coming at you, good
or bad, is an opportunity to behold the glory of Jesus and bear His fruit in
that circumstance. Will you walk by the Spirit today? Will you experience
peace today? Again, it’s your choice. My prayer is that we will all choose to
talk and walk like our idol: Jesus.

Here are some practical steps to take today.
Practical Steps
 

1. Be continually filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul writes, “And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit”
(Ephesians 5:18). The verb “be filled” in this passage is a command.
We are not encouraged to consider being filled. No, we are
commanded to be filled. It’s not an “if you get around to it” kind of
thing. It’s not an “if you are a charismatic believer” kind of thing. No,
it’s an imperative command in Scripture: be filled with the Holy Spirit.



That command to be filled is also a passive verb. That means
we are commanded to have something done to us. We are not
actively filling ourselves with the Spirit. Rather, someone is
filling us with His Spirit. Our job is to receive.

Further, the command is not just passive but is present and
ongoing. It’s a present tense verb that communicates continual
action and repetition. We are to be continually filled with the
Holy Spirit, and this isn’t a one-time shot when we became a
Christian—we can and should be continually filled, day by day,
maybe even moment by moment.

To help illustrate this, let us consider one of the biblical
metaphors for the Holy Spirit. The Bible speaks of the third
member of the Trinity in many ways. For example, Jesus referred
to the Holy Spirit as thirst-quenching water that flows from the
believer’s heart (John 7:37–39). Another biblical metaphor used
for the Holy Spirit is wind or breath. This is the imagery of Paul’s
command. Our hearts are to be like sails that we open to be filled
with the wind of the Spirit. We are like boats on the sea who
position their heart-sails to be filled with the empowering breath
of the Holy Spirit. When we are filled in this way we are
propelled to go where the Spirit wants us to go. We are carried
along to encounters and moments ordained by God’s Spirit within
us.

So, practically, what do we do? We ask the Father to fill us
with His Spirit, and we receive. Then we can ask again and again.
The Spirit is a good gift from our Father in Heaven. Jesus
explained, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13).

So, when you need help from God, ask to be filled with His
Spirit. When you need to be taught something in the Word, ask to
be filled with the Spirit and then begin to read the Bible. When
you get up in the morning, ask to be filled with the presence of
God’s Spirit. When you have a business decision to make, ask to
be filled with the Spirit and yield to His wisdom. When you pray
over your meal at lunch, ask to be filled before you eat. When you



lie down to sleep, ask to be filled as you rest. Ask and receive the
good gift of the Holy Spirit. This is the command: be continually
filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. Live under the loving smile and approval of the Father. A
breakthrough moment came for me when I realized that by grace I am
considered righteous and approved by the Father every day. What was
true of Jesus at His baptism is now true of you and me by faith in
Christ.

We are the Father’s beloved kiddos. The Holy Spirit is the love
of the Father poured into our hearts to confirm that we are His
children. He loves us and is proud of us. He smiles over us all
day. He even sings over you in gladness (Zephaniah 3:17).

Before this breakthrough in understanding, I would live my day
trying to earn His approval, hoping by the end of the day He
would be pleased with me. This meant making sure to get a big
quiet time in and not do anything bad. Unfortunately, when I
“failed” or didn’t achieve 100 percent success, I felt that the
Father no longer smiled over me or loved me. I was trying to earn
His approval by my good deeds during the day. I felt that His love
for me was conditional, based on my behavior.

What changed for me was the realization that when I wake up
in the morning, the Father is smiling—and singing—over me. He
is delighted in me because I am in Christ and His Spirit dwells
within me. This is a much better place to start the day. I am home.

Yes, sometimes I fail and grieve the Spirit in my actions,
words, or thoughts. I turn quickly back to the Father. I confess my
sin and put my trust in Jesus again. I ask to be filled with the Holy
Spirit again, and I receive by faith. Then I continue my day under
the Father’s smile and delight. That’s what it feels like to live at
home with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You can live your
day under His smile and be at home with Him.

Do you ever wonder what the Father is singing when He sings over you
during the day? What does the Trinity say when they lovingly discuss your
life? Wouldn’t it be amazing to hear that conversation and hear God’s
voice? Well, you can. And that’s what we will explore next, in part three of
this book.



Part Three

Speak, Lord
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was
rare; there were not many visions. . . . The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the house of the LORD , where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am. . . . Speak, for your servant is listening.”

– 1 Samuel 3:1, 3–4, 10 (NIV)

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain,
where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became
dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before
them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and covered
them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.

– Mark 9:2–8 (NIV)



Chapter Seven

Reading God’s Word Relationally
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they

that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

– John 5:39–40

My wife and I hang out for fifteen minutes every day without fail. Here’s
how it works. Jess has written sixty-six love letters to me over our marriage.
Thirty-nine of those letters she wrote while we were dating or engaged. She
penned the other twenty-seven after we married.

I love her words to me. I’ve bound them into a large book and read over
the letters every day. I’ve analyzed the grammar of each sentence. I’ve
looked up most of the words in a dictionary to understand all the potential
shades of meaning.

Jess stays in a closet in our basement, under the stairs. When I am ready
to read the love letters she wrote, I open the closet door and set a chair out
for her to sit on. I set my timer and then read the love letters she wrote for
me. I’ve memorized significant portions of her words to me and am
committed to reading through all sixty-six letters over the course of an
entire year.

Her words are so encouraging and make me feel so good about our
marriage. I’ve highlighted portions of the letters. I’ve made notes in the
margins. I’ve had some questions, and I’m still unsure about some of the
things she has written to me. My sense is that if I keep reading the letters,
over time I will understand the parts still unclear to me.

After fifteen minutes, I close the bound letters and put Jess back in the
closet under the basement stairs. Having done my duty, I head off about my
day.

Our marriage is great.
We are doing great.
I love her so much—especially her letters.



Hopefully you have picked up that this was a pretend scenario. But if it
were real, what would you think about my marriage? Would you think that
my wife and I are in a good place relationally?

Would you assume we are enjoying the marriage we have? Or would you
presume that I was weird, abusive, and disinterested in my wife? You might
even think that I cared more for her letters than her.

For years, I’d actually been this way, but not with Jess—I had acted like
this with the Father. I have read the Bible cover to cover several times over
the last few decades. For some of those years I read the Bible like the
scenario above. I read the Bible independent of a relationship with the
Author of the Bible. I cared more for the Word than the Father. Sadly, I
didn’t love Him. I loved His Word.

Here’s what you need to understand in this chapter. The Bible is not the
goal or the prize. The Bible is a means toward getting the prize. The goal of
Bible reading is relational intimacy with the Father who loves you. He is
the prize.

The Father breathed out these sixty-six books to reveal Himself and to
draw you into a relationship with Him. The great danger, though, is when
we think that reading the Bible for fifteen minutes while ignoring Him the
rest of the day is okay.

The spiritual discipline of Bible reading is significant and formative for
every believer. We should be in the Word, yes. But we should read the Word
relationally . The goal of Bible reading is relational transformation, not
academic information. The prize of Bible reading is not learning that
friendship with God is theologically possible. Rather, the prize of Bible
reading is experiencing a growing friendship with God.
What Is the Bible?
The Bible contains the words of a loving Father, written for His children.
They tell His kids what He’s like and how He thinks and acts. He has
recorded these words to communicate to us. This communication is not a
textbook but rather a love story about how we have run away from Him and
the lengths to which He has gone to get us back to Himself.

The Protestant Bible contains sixty-six books, divided into two large
sections: before Christ and after Christ. The Old Testament contains thirty-
nine books written before Christ, while the New Testament contains twenty-
seven books written after Christ. The Father chose to pen these words



through over thirty human authors, over some fifteen hundred years, in
Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. These books include multiple literary genres
including history, law, songs, poetry, biographies, letters, and prophecies.
All these words communicate the truth: God saying, “I want to be with
you.”

It is imperative for you to understand that the Bible is not a book of rules
you must obey to be loved by an angry, upset God. Rather, this is a book
that invites you into a relationship with a Father who loves you.

I grew up a Southern Baptist and thank God for this. I was raised to love
the Bible. I’m a “Word” guy in the deepest part of my soul. Daily Bible
reading has been the single most important discipline of my entire life. No
other practice has had a more transformative impact on my life than Bible
reading.

But when I learned the truth of this chapter, my Bible reading changed
forever. For years, my discipline was to read and memorize Scripture every
day. That was good. It was not a waste of time because the Holy Spirit used
all those years of consuming the Word to shape me. Yet I spent many years
reading the text academically and not relationally. And I’m not the first one
to do this.
You Search the Scriptures
Jesus once had a conversation with some biblical scholars. They were well-
read in and well-respected teachers of the Scriptures. They knew the
original languages. They knew the critical arguments. They had devoted
themselves to daily reading of the Scriptures. These guys knew their Bible
inside and out.

There was only one problem. They missed the entire point of the
Scriptures. When the Author of the words they had memorized and devoted
their lives to was standing in front of them, they missed Him. In fact, they
went on to kill Him.

This is a sobering encounter. For a “Bible” guy like me, this conversation
makes me shudder. These “Bible” guys believed that reading the Bible
daily, memorizing it, and understanding it thoroughly would give them life.
Yet Jesus said to them, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you
refuse to come to me that you may have life” (John 5:39–40). They failed to
realize that life was found in the Author of the Word, not in the words



themselves. They were so deluded they couldn’t even see the point of the
Scriptures when He stood right in front of them!

How often have I done the same thing? I read my Bible passage for the
day and feel accomplished but never engage at a relational level with Jesus
while I’m reading. I set my timer and read His words at Him but never
personally engage with Him.

That is the first delusion: missing out on friendship with Jesus by not
reading the Bible relationally. The second delusion is equally dangerous:
reading the Bible with no intention to put into practice the commands of a
Father who loves you.
Importance of Relational Obedience
Jesus’ half-brother James warned others about this delusional form of Bible
reading. He said, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (James 1:22). In other words, “Do not deceive yourself by
listening to God’s Word without practicing it.” It is possible to read the
Bible and waste your time.

What’s worse is that you will be deceived into thinking that this is
normal. Let me be clear: it is not normal to read the commands of a Father
who loves you and not obey Him. This lack of obedience demonstrates that
we are not reading the Bible relationally. We condition ourselves to believe
that it is okay to hear the Word, listen to the Word, and study the Word, but
not actively respond in obedience. Without intentional practice of what you
are learning, you are deceiving yourself and ignoring the Father who loves
you.

Let me illustrate it this way. One day I leave to go to work. I want Caden,
my son, to do two things before I get back. One, clean up his room; and
two, feed Bear, the dog. I write a note and leave it on the kitchen table:

Hey Bubba, I love you and I am so proud of you! I’m praying that you
have a great day today. Please clean your room and feed Bear.

Thanks, Pops
After a full day of work, I return home and see the note is gone. I head

over to Caden’s room and hear voices. Curious, I open his bedroom door
and see a gathering of kids sitting in a circle with Caden. Each kid has a
copy of my letter in their hands. Some of the copies have highlighted
portions, underlining, and notes written on the sides of my text.



I ask Caden what’s going on, and he informs me that he was so
encouraged by my note that he called all his friends to join him in reading it
together. He tells me that one of the older kids in the group is really good at
grammar and talking. So they collected some piggy-bank money and asked
the “grammar kid” to go through my note word for word and explain all the
shades of meaning I was intending to communicate in the message. They
have committed to memorizing every word. Also, the plan is to spend
individual time at home, looking up all the words in a dictionary, and being
prepared to discuss with the group next week.

Confused, I pull Caden aside and ask him if he cleaned his room and fed
the dog. He said he forgot and ran out of time because he was too busy
organizing this group to study the note I left him.
Relationally Motivated Obedience
It is a ridiculous example, isn’t it? But don’t we do the same thing with God
and His Word? I have. I have been deceived and I have deceived myself.
I’ve read the Bible and not put into practice what I’ve read. I have
conditioned myself to think that this is normal. But it’s not normal to read
the words of a friend who loves you and then completely ignore them.

Reading the Bible relationally means being willing to be confronted with
things that need to change in your life as the Father shows them to you.
Again, this is one of the goals of the Holy Spirit in your life. He is ready to
partner with you and help you obey the Father’s words. This partnering
work of obedience will form you more and more into the image of Jesus.

One last thing to mention about obedience. Did you notice how I started
my letter to Caden? I communicated at least three things before asking him
to obey my request. First, I called him by an intimate name—Bubba. This is
how I lovingly refer to Caden. He is my boy. He is my bubba. You have
been created and called by name too. The Father chose you, called you by
name, and loves you. He desires intimacy and friendship with you because
He is a good Father.

Second, I affirmed my love for him and communicated that I am proud of
him before I asked him to do something for me. Notice the important
distinction here. I love Caden and am proud of him because he is my son,
not because he obeys me. The letter does not communicate that my love for
him is conditional or tied to his obedience.



Many followers of Jesus obey the Bible in an attempt to earn the Father’s
love. This is not the gospel. The order is significant: because we are loved,
then we get to respond to that gracious relationship with glad obedience.
We obey Him because we have experienced amazing grace and love.

Finally, notice that I express my care for the rest of his day and not just
what I have asked him to do for me. I care about Caden as a person and the
man he is becoming. This analogy breaks down because God is with us all
the time; however, notice that a good father is more interested in who you
are becoming with him rather than what you do for him.

This is an important concept to nail down. Obedience is relational.
Obedience is motivated by indestructible love. Obedience is more about
who you are becoming rather than what you are doing. Stay relationally
connected to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This relationship will
transform your Bible reading.
Practical Steps
 

1. Get the Word in you. I cannot stress this enough. Whatever you do,
consume the Bible. It is spiritual food, and without it you will starve. I
can actually feel my spirit drying up and shriveling when I’m not
reading and consuming the Scriptures.

Find a translation you will read, and start reading every day. If
you find that difficult, get an audio version of that translation and
listen to the Word. Whatever you do, get the Word in you. As you
read and listen, you will learn God’s vocabulary and the way He
thinks. Get the Word in you.

2. Stay relationally connected to Jesus as you read. This is not a normal
book. You don’t read the Bible the way you read a newspaper or a
novel. Because of the indwelling Holy Spirit—God Himself—you
have the author with you! Jesus is sitting right next to you while you
read, so acknowledge Him. Don’t be like the scholars who missed Him
standing right in front of them.

After you read a sentence or two, stop and ask the Holy Spirit
to speak to you about the text. Imagine Jesus pointing out the
words of the text and explaining them to you. Seriously. Read the
Bible under the smile of the Father. Read relationally, in His
presence.



3. Do not settle for academic information, but expect relational
transformation as you read. When you approach the Bible, don’t think
of it as a dry and clinical textbook. Consider it as highly flammable
words that the Holy Spirit intends to ignite and pour over your heart.

After His resurrection, Jesus was walking with two of His
disciples who did not realize it was Him. He was teaching them as
they walked to a town called Emmaus. After this encounter, they
said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”
(Luke 24:32).

The Bible is not “safe,” especially when you read it
relationally. Read and expect fire to come into your life. Yes,
sometimes I read the Bible and it’s boring. In those moments, I
ask Jesus to burn His truth within me. I ask for His fire to blaze in
my heart as I read.

4. Partner with the Holy Spirit to be a “doer” of the Word. This is closely
tied to the previous practical point. When we read the Scriptures and
don’t obey what we are reading, we delude ourselves. What transforms
us is acting on what we learn from the Holy Spirit as we read.

Like I said, the Bible is not safe. The Holy Spirit is not safe.
The goal is transformation and change. When you read the Bible,
expect the process to change you and for the Holy Spirit to form
you more into the image of Jesus every day. Don’t read casually.
Read with intention and purpose. Read for transformation and not
just information.

For example, when you read a passage, ask the Holy Spirit to
teach you. Picture Jesus with you, stop, and listen. Ask the Father,
“What are You saying to me in this passage, and what do You
want me to do today in response to what You’ve shown me?”

If you read the Bible in the morning, the next twenty-four
hours should look different based on what you read and what you
heard. This is called application. It could be showing love to your
neighbor by mowing their side of the lawn that bumps up to
yours. It could be a call to your kids to ask for their forgiveness
because the Holy Spirit revealed that you sinned against them
with your harsh words the day before. It could be a challenge to



share about your faith in Jesus with a coworker during the lunch
break.

Don’t just read the Bible. Be prepared to have the Holy Spirit
change you and call you to act on what you are learning.

5. Finally, share what you learned that day from your relational reading
of the Bible with one other person. If you read in the morning, there
will be an opportunity during the day to share what you’ve learned. I
have had some of the most amazing encounters when I share what I
have learned with someone I meet during the day.

Embrace this adventure. The Holy Spirit wants to teach you
and then speak through you to someone else. Everything I’m
writing in this book has come from revelation that the Father has
given to me over years of reading relationally with Him, and I’m
delighted to now share it with you.

You can receive this kind of revelation too. You can hear the voice of
Jesus speak directly to your circumstances during the day—even without
the Bible in your hand. How? That’s what we will consider in the next
chapter: how to hear God’s voice.



Chapter Eight

Prayer and Hearing God’s Voice
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.

– John 10:27

The most referenced animal in the Bible, by far, is the sheep. This fluffy
creature is mentioned more often than the lion, serpent, dove, donkey, and
even leviathan. Why? Because one of the primary metaphors used to
describe the relationship between God and His people is the shepherd and
his sheep. It is a persistent and pervasive metaphor.
Daily Life-Rhythm with the Shepherd—Psalm 23
The Old Testament passage that most perfectly describes this relationship is
Psalm 23. David, the shepherd-king, penned this psalm of comfort,
presence, and dependence. David, a human shepherd, reflects on his
relationship with God, the Divine Shepherd. Psalm 23 pictures the daily life
of a shepherd and his sheep. As day breaks, the shepherd leads the sheep to
graze and water. After they have eaten, the shepherd leads the sheep to rest.
At the end of the day, the shepherd leads the sheep home, protects them
from predators, and cares for their wounds.

One of the most significant theological truths from Psalm 23 is that sheep
are dependent on their shepherd every day of their lives. They don’t worry
about which pasture they will graze in, nor do they concern themselves
about which path to take to the stream. They trust the shepherd and follow
him day after day. The daily lives of the sheep are centered around the
shepherd and where he leads them.

How about you? Is your everyday rhythm oriented more toward God or
your daily planner? Do you find yourself anxious about what is coming up
on your schedule, or do you trust that the Shepherd will provide and protect
you over the next twenty-four hours?

You may think that this orientation is over the top. Surely, one cannot
expect to live their life like this. We have things to do, businesses to run,
people to lead, and problems to solve. We don’t have time to sit around and
graze all day.



What motivates my thoughts on this is not a desire to sit around and
graze but to orient my daily life around the Shepherd. David was Israel’s
greatest human king, and he understood the value of a life centered on God.
He had a kingdom to run, an entire nation to lead, and enemies on all sides.
Yet David understood that dependence on the Shepherd is priority whether
one is resting or working.

We were created to enjoy a daily rhythm of life with the Shepherd. This
is much different than a typical fifteen minute “quiet time” to start the day.
No, this is a twenty-four-hour rhythm of life with the Father. All day. Every
day.
I Am the Good Shepherd
Jesus picks up the Old Testament theme of sheep and shepherd and
explicitly declares Himself to be God. He says, “The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep” (John 10:10–11).

Jesus is saying that He is God, the Good Shepherd, who cares for His
sheep. He is the Shepherd who provides, protects, and guides His sheep. He
explains that the danger is real. We have an enemy, and his goal, like in the
garden, is to steal, kill, and destroy us. But there is a Shepherd who has
come to save us from the enemy’s plan. Jesus has come to give us abundant
life.

How? He has willingly laid down His life for us. We are the lost sheep
who have wandered far away from God, and Jesus the Good Shepherd died
on the cross to rescue us and bring us back into His fold. The prophet Isaiah
spoke of this Messiah-Shepherd: “But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:5–6).

On the cross, Jesus took your sin, in your place. You and I deserved to
die because of our wandering feet and rebellious hearts. Jesus left His
throne to come and rescue you—a wayward sheep—because He loves you.
He was crucified and then raised from the dead to triumph over the enemy,
over your sin, and over death itself.



Here’s a picture of a shepherd laying down his life for his sheep. On July
9, 2020, a six-year-old boy named Bridger Walker was walking with his
sister in their hometown of Cheyenne, Wyoming. Bridger noticed a
ferocious dog charging his sister with the intention of causing her harm.
Without worrying about his own safety, he stepped between the dog and his
sister. He took on the attack so that his sister would be safe. Bridger was
bitten several times on the face and head but managed to grab his sister’s
hand and run with her to safety. Interviewed after the event, Bridger said,
“If someone had to die, I thought it should be me.” 3

My friend, this is love. We are loved by the Creator of the universe. We
had wandered. We had rejected Him. We were headed for death because of
our sin and rebellion. Jesus, though innocent and righteous, came to die in
our place. By His death and resurrection, we can be free of sin, brokenness,
the enemy, and death.

This is good news. This is the gospel. Nothing can separate us from His
love. We are loved by a God who wants to shepherd us all day, every day.
He wants to be with us. He wants to talk with us and grow in friendship
with us.
Prayer as Relational Conversation
Jesus didn’t die on the cross to save you and then leave you to flail along
through life alone. The Father didn’t send His Spirit to dwell within you and
then expect you to figure out life all by yourself, clueless. No, He wants to
be with you and guide you today . He wants to walk with you and talk with
you today .

This is what prayer is all about. Prayer is conversation with the Shepherd,
as a friend, all day.

For a long time, I saw prayer as a discipline that I had to engage in to be
a good Christian kid. Again, I would set my timer and then talk at God for
the prescribed time. Usually this was me asking Him for things that I
wanted (or thought I wanted).

By the way, that’s not a bad thing. We should approach the throne of
grace with confidence and make our requests to the Father. However, prayer
is much more than asking God for things. Prayer is conversation. Prayer is a
relational activity of talking with, and listening to, the Good Shepherd.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me” (John 10:27). Even today, shepherds in the Middle East can call out



into a mixed group of mingled sheep and divide the flocks simply by calling
them. Shepherds are constant companions to their sheep. The sheep know
their shepherd’s voice and presence. They understand his authority and
leadership in their lives. When he calls, they follow.

When I began to understand prayer as a daily rhythm of conversation
with the Shepherd as a friend, my prayer life was transformed. I wasn’t
content with a timer set for fifteen minutes because I realized I could talk to
Him all day. And He wants to talk back to me. He wants to guide my plans,
my day, my conversations, my goals—everything. He is a Good Shepherd.

We will never grow in deep friendship with Jesus if we are always
talking at Him and never listening to Him. Have you ever been around a
person who never listens to you because they are always talking? They
never stop to listen and understand what you think about a situation. My
guess is that you are probably not very close to that person, right? It is the
same with Jesus. Prayer can become very one-sided if we are always talking
and never listening. This imbalanced prayer does not create friendship with
Him. That’s like having a sheep that is always “baaing” at the shepherd and
never listening.

For me, that’s why prayer was so hard. I was doing it wrong. I kept
talking and never listening. But then I discovered that if I just stop and
listen, the Shepherd has a lot to say to me during my day. Seriously. This
has changed my life and transformed my relationship with Jesus. This is
how you “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) because you can be
talking and listening all day. Prayer doesn’t have to be fifteen minutes in the
morning and forty seconds before each meal. Now, that’s good. Keep doing
that. But then consider talking and listening all day. Pray without ceasing.
Prayer is designed to be a daily life-rhythm with the Shepherd.

Below are ten practical steps in conversational prayer and hearing the
voice of the Good Shepherd.
Ten Practical Steps to Hearing the Shepherd’s Voice
 

1. Know that He wants to speak to you, and thank Him. Spend a few
moments of gratefulness, because the Good Shepherd loves you and
wants to engage with you today. Thank Jesus for dying for you and



bringing you freedom. Thank Him for the blessings you get to enjoy
with Him today. Begin with thanksgiving.

2. Read the Bible to learn Jesus’ vocabulary and speech patterns. This is
the fastest way to hear Jesus’ voice. Those are His words. The Bible is
what Jesus sounds like. Time spent reading the Bible develops your ear
to recognize Jesus’ vocabulary and communication style. If you want
to know what Jesus sounds like and the words He uses, get the Word in
you.

3. Be still, and picture Jesus with you. The excessive noise around many
of us drowns out the Shepherd’s voice. When you are first growing in
this practice, it may be helpful to get away to a quiet place and be still.
Close your eyes, take a couple of deep breaths, and fix your eyes on
Jesus. Picture Jesus standing or sitting next to you. Your imagination is
a gift from the Father, so use it to engage with Him.

4. Ask Him a question. Whatever is on your mind, ask Him. You may ask
Jesus something like “Jesus, what do you think about me?” or “Jesus,
what is on Your heart and mind for me right now?” You could also ask
Him, “Jesus, what would you like to say to me?” If you are reading a
Bible passage, you could ask Him a question about that Scripture.

5. Watch and listen. This is key. Don’t skip this. If you want to grow in
friendship and intimacy with Jesus, you must stop talking and start
listening. I say this lovingly: stop talking when you pray. At first you
may be anxious, thinking you won’t see or hear anything. Relax. He is
a Good Shepherd who wants to talk to you. Look at Jesus and wait.
Take the same position as Mary, who sat at her Rabbi’s feet and
listened to Him speak (Luke 10:38–42).

6. Write down what you see, hear, or experience. Whatever happens,
write it down. I use a computer for my journaling, so I can close my
eyes and type what I see, hear, or experience. Whatever impression
you have, even if it seems like it came from your own thoughts, write
it down. Do not analyze it. Simply write it down. This is so you can be
present with Jesus and get the information down on paper or screen.
Then, afterward you will test what you wrote down. But not right now.
Write down everything you see, hear, or experience.

7. Rest in His presence. Remember the good news that you don’t have to
prove yourself. Take advantage of this silence with Jesus. You don’t



have to talk. He doesn’t have to talk. Again, this may take some
practice, but it is worth it. You know you are growing in friendship
with someone when you can sit together in silence and just be together.
Remind yourself of the gospel: you don’t have to prove yourself to
Jesus. You don’t have to do anything for Him. He wants to be with
you. Sheep aren’t stressed about what the Shepherd thinks of them. He
leads them beside still waters and restores their soul. Rest in this truth
and in His presence. You might even experience physical, spiritual,
and emotional healing just resting in His presence.

8. Test what you saw and heard according to Scripture and with your
community. We do need to be wise about what we see, hear, or
experience. Just because you hear something doesn’t necessarily mean
that it was from Jesus. It might be your own thoughts or what you’ve
heard from others or the world. So you need to compare what you’ve
written with Scripture. Jesus’ voice will never contradict His written
words, so you can compare and test to see if what you heard is from
Him or not. You can also examine the fruit that is produced in your
heart by what you wrote. If the words bring hope, joy, peace, and a
sense of being deeply loved, then they are probably from Jesus. If not,
then simply ignore them. Also, submit what you’ve written to the
church community in your life. Let someone else read what you
believe you have heard, and ask them for their input. Test what you are
hearing by Scripture and community.

9. Walk through your day with Jesus near you, and keep listening.
Regularly, throughout the day, picture Jesus with you and ask Him
what He thinks about what you are doing in the moment. As I
mentioned earlier, I have an alarm that goes off every hour on my
phone. This reminds me to stay present with the Shepherd and look up
from what I’m doing to see where He is and what He thinks about
what I’m doing. Keep asking Him questions. Keep listening. Before
you walk into a staff meeting at work, ask Jesus what He thinks about
the plans you are going to discuss. Listen. Before you go to sleep at
night, ask Jesus what He thought about your day together. Confess the
times where you missed Him, and thank Him for the times you were in
sync and present with Him.

10. Finally, ask the Father for greater sensitivity to His voice. He is happy
to answer this request. Ask that He would give you more of the Holy



Spirit, who is the Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Ask that the eyes
and ears of your heart would be opened to the hope and glory of Jesus
(Ephesians 1:15–22). Ask for more, and expect greater sensitivity to
the voice of the Good Shepherd.

The previous two chapters have been setting the stage for the last chapter
in this section. We will explore what happens to you as you read the Bible
relationally and grow to hear the Shepherd’s voice during the day. In the
next chapter, we’ll learn how the voice of God shapes us.



Chapter Nine

His Voice Shapes You
You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.

– Luke 3:22

Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. . . . You are
precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you.

– Isaiah 43:1,4

The primary fig leaf that I’ve fashioned and clothed myself with during my
life is approval. From as early as I can remember, I’ve cared too much what
others think of me. This has driven much of the narrative of my life. What
will they think if I do this? How disappointed will they be if I say no? What
if they don’t like me? This voice has been a persistent companion
throughout my life and has shaped me.

Every voice you consistently listen to and agree with will shape your
identity. You become who you listen to the most. You are transformed by
the voice you accept. Carefully consider what voice you are listening to and
how it is transforming you.
England
When I was in eighth grade, my family moved to Nottingham, England, for
a year. My dad took a sabbatical leave for study, and the entire Moore clan
went with him. That year was a foundational year for me. It was amazing,
and it was painful.

My birthday is in June, and I’d never gotten to celebrate with my
classmates because the American school system takes summers off. In
England, however, schools are year-round, and I was excited to finally
celebrate my birthday with classmates and friends.

The school day itself was uneventful. I went to classes, and my friends
wished me a happy birthday. It was great. Then after the bell rang, while I
was walking to the bus to ride home and celebrate with my family, it
happened. A kid ran up behind me and yelled, “Happy birthday!” and
smashed his hand onto my head. It was surprising and shocking, especially



since I knew him—and we were not friends. He was a bully. He hated me
because I was an American.

Another one of his friends ran past and hit me over the head too. At this
point I noticed something in my hair. Rubbing my head and then examining
my hand, I saw sticky yolk and white shell. Two eggs had been smashed on
my head.

Time stood still. Everything slowed down. Even my thinking felt
sluggish. I didn’t have time to think about why I had egg on my head when
two handfuls of flour came crashing down over me. Then a healthy glug of
oil. A crowd gathered and began pelting me with eggs.

Laughter. Mocking. Pointing. Crushed eggs and a crushed heart.
The bus pulled up, the crowd left, and I stood stunned. What should I do?

I couldn’t get on the bus like this. My Harry Potter look-a-like school
uniform was a sticky mess. So, I walked back into the school and called my
dad on the other side of town. The principal assured me this is normal
behavior for one’s birthday.

By the way, I looked it up, and it’s true that sometimes friends will “egg”
someone on their birthday. The difference was that the ringleader of this
egging was not my friend, and his goal was to humiliate me.

I walked to the gym shower room, put my backpack down on the tile
floor, started the shower, and sat down fully clothed under the water. I wept.
This was not how I expected my first school birthday to go down. I felt
rejected and alone.

My dad showed up and hugged me. We drove home. He was furious—
and rightfully so. He made some calls and did what any good father would
do. As a father now, I can imagine the anger he experienced. For the rest of
my birthday, I sat in stunned silence, trying to process what had just
happened.
Transforming Voices
Everyone has painful experiences. They mark us. For me, I began to believe
the voice that said I wasn’t worth loving or being friends with. I would
agree with the voice that said, “You have to be perfect, funny, smart,
likeable, and athletic, and then maybe they will like you—but probably
not.” This voice stoked the fear of never being known or loved.



Listening to this voice and accepting it shaped my identity. It shaped the
way I saw myself. It lied to me, and my response was to make fig leaves
called “approval” and “other people’s opinion” to cover my pain, shame,
and hurt.

My identity became an imposter that would say and do things to keep
everyone liking me. This pretender craved the approval of friends, family,
and those around me. Keeping it fed was exhausting work.

That is the problem with fig leaves. They don’t really solve the shame
problem. We saw that in chapter 1. Deep down, I knew I wasn’t really being
“me.” I was exhausted being someone I thought would be liked by everyone
around me. I had to prove that I was worthy of love. And when I was
“accepted,” the voice would whisper accusingly, “Yeah, but they love your
imposter, not the real you. If they knew the real Jamie, they wouldn’t like
you anymore.”

To shut down that terrifying thought, I just fed the imposter more and
more. I worked harder. Lied better. Smiled more. This left me emotionally
exhausted, trying to prove myself in every interaction. Over and over again.
I was around people but felt alone. I was loved by family and friends but
couldn’t receive it fully. I was afraid, and I was alone.
Receiving Identity
After that year, we moved back to Texas as a family. I started high school
and joined the marching band and choir program. All the girls loved my
British accent. Unfortunately, it faded by Christmas. What didn’t fade,
though, was the fig leaf of image and approval. I wasn’t “me” to anyone. I
was still trying to be funny, smart, likeable, and someone worth loving.

We started attending University Baptist Church, across the street from the
Texas Christian University campus. I joined the youth choir and began to
build a new life with new friends at church. One of the greatest gifts the
Father has ever given me is singing in that youth choir. We led worship
every Sunday morning in the first service and sang a choral anthem each
week from memory. The words of those songs were all Scripture based, and
I was memorizing them and singing them every week. The words of Jesus
were being planted deep in my heart. What I can see now, nearly thirty
years later, is that those words would be used to counter the lying voice I
had been hearing. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were planting Scripture



deep into my heart, and those words would grow into a massive oak of
identity in the years to come.

I thank God for planting His Words deep inside of me. One song I
remember to this day was written by Craig Courtney entitled, “Be Not
Afraid.” The text is taken from Isaiah 43, and I still weep when I hear it
sung. The text is God, speaking to His people.

Be not afraid
For I have redeemed you
Be not afraid
I have called you by name
When you pass through the waters
I will be with you
When you pass through the floods
They will not sweep o’er you
When you walk through the fire
You will not be consumed
You are mine
You are precious in my sight
My love for you is everlasting
My love for you shall have no end
When you pass through the waters
I will be with you
When you pass through the floods
They will not sweep o’er you
When you walk through the fire
You will not be consumed
You are mine
You are precious in my sight 4

I encourage you to go to my YouTube channel to watch the actual
recording of my youth choir singing this song thirty-some years ago! 5



The Father planted His words deep in my heart: You are mine. You are
precious in my sight. For decades, these words and others like them have
been growing silently and imperceptibly inside me. Like a small mustard
seed, the words of the Father have grown into a massive shade tree of
identity. I may feel alone, but the truth is that my Father in heaven will be
with me in every circumstance of my life.

I may feel rejected, but the truth is that I was chosen, redeemed, and
rescued by my Creator and Savior Jesus Christ.

I may feel unloved, but the truth is that the love of the Father and the Son
has been poured into my heart by the Holy Spirit. God will never leave me
nor abandon me. Nothing can separate me from the love of the Father, in
Christ, sealed by the Holy Spirit. Nothing.

How is this possible? My primary identity is not my family of origin or
job or my degrees or my accomplishments or what anyone thinks of me.
Each of those secondary identity markers is susceptible to loss. I could lose
my job, my family, my accomplishments, or my reputation at any time, but
I can’t lose my primary identity in Jesus. It is given to me by the Father in
heaven. He tells me who I am. He says, “You are mine. You are precious in
My sight.”

I have placed my faith in Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection for my
sin and brokenness. Jesus and I have traded identities: He became my sin
and died on the cross in my place, while I received His righteousness and
perfection. Jesus took my identity and gave me His. He took my fig leaves
of shame and guilt and fear, and the Father has clothed me in Jesus’
righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). I don’t have to prove myself to God or
to anyone else.

When the Father looks at me, because I am in Christ He sees His child.
Because of Jesus, I can receive the words of the Father, and so can you. You
can hear Him say, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned
you by name; you are mine. . . . I will be with you. . . . You are precious and
honored in my sight. . . . I love you” (Isaiah 43:1–4, my paraphrase).

You see, perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18). What I was most afraid
of was being rejected, unloved, and alone. That is impossible because of
Jesus.
Process of Shaping Identity



Did I sing this song in high school, and everything changed in an instant?
No. I wish that were true. The truth is it has been a process of being shaped
and molded by Jesus’ words rather than another voice in my head.

It hasn’t been a straight line from “alone and afraid” to “loved and
approved,” either. There have been ups and downs. There have been
seasons when I lived my life in full assurance of my identity in Christ. I was
open to others and felt free to be in Christ before others.

Then there would be times when the voice of fear and approval would
speak again. I would forget that I am loved fully by the Father. I would slip
back into trying to prove myself as lovable to others and even God Himself.
I even began to use spiritual disciplines as fig leaves of approval. The
disciplined Christian walk became a way of earning God’s love. If I missed
reading the Bible one morning, I felt bad and unlovable. If I did read the
Bible, then I felt that He loved me. The enemy played me; his voice
encouraged me to use spiritual disciplines as fig leaves. This is a deadly
trick, my friend.

If you listen to this voice, you will believe that the Father’s love is
dependent on your obedience to Him. You will believe that if you give
money, pray, read the Bible, serve others, go to church and all the other
“Christian” stuff, then the Father will love you. You will come to think that
doing something can earn His love.

The gospel truth is that nothing you do will get the Father to love you
more than He does in Jesus. He loves you with an everlasting, eternal,
inexhaustible love that is freely given to you by faith in Christ! You cannot
do anything to get a single ounce more of His love. He gave His love freely
and infinitely.

Breakthrough came when I realized this truth. Now, obeying the Father
was something I wanted to do because I was already eternally loved.
Obeying the Father from this place of secure identity in His love is the way
He has designed us to function as Christians. That is the voice of Jesus.
Then you can love and be present with others. You don’t need to be fake or
try to manipulate someone’s opinion of you, because you are securely loved
by your Father in heaven.

This is true freedom, friend—free to love those around you with no
strings attached because you are securely loved and approved by the
Creator of the universe.



So, how do we practically experience the Father’s loving voice in a way
that shapes us? Here are some practical steps to take today.
Practical Steps
 

1. Not to sound like a broken record, but get the Word inside you by any
means available. Do it. I wouldn’t be where I am today if I hadn’t had
the words of Isaiah 43 implanted deep in my fragile ninth-grade heart.
Also, the breakthrough would have come much slower if I hadn’t read
the Bible daily for years. You will learn who you are in Christ most
surely by reading the Bible. Over time, the Holy Spirit will shape your
identity as you read and consume the Word.

2. Start a list of identity statements from the Bible. Go on a treasure hunt
to find out who the Father says you are in Christ. Begin with the letters
of Paul. Usually the first half of his individual letters teach about our
identity in Christ. A great first chapter to start with is Romans 8. Read
it every day for a week, and write out all the identity statements you
find. I’ll get you started. The first identity statement of Romans 8 is
this: you are no longer condemned if you are in Christ Jesus (that’s
verse 1). After you’ve finished reading Romans 8, go to Ephesians,
then Philippians, then come back and read all of Romans. Jump over to
1 Peter and 1 John, then read the entire New Testament. Keep writing
down all the identity statements. When you hear the voice of fear, go
back and read those statements from Scripture, and remind yourself of
who you are in Christ!

3. When you mess up and sin, remind yourself of the gospel. Remember
the good news, confess your sin, and run back into the arms of the
Father. Don’t wait for the voice of accusation to say, “You messed up.
He won’t take you back this time. It’s too late.” Tell that voice to go to
literal hell, and then run back into the arms of the Father. Receive
forgiveness. You will mess up. When you do, don’t wait. Go to the
Father by faith in Jesus. Restored identity is found in the Father. I’ve
created a personal list of “Gospel Scriptures” that I have memorized
and use regularly. If you would like a free copy, check it out here:
https://www.jamiemoore.org/friendshipfreebies .

4. Check your motivation when you begin to do something “for” God.
Before going to church or engaging in a ministry activity, take a quick

https://www.jamiemoore.org/friendshipfreebies


heart check to see what is motivating your behavior. Ask Jesus, “Am I
doing this to earn Your love and approval, or am I doing this because I
am eternally loved already?” Trust me, serving from a place of identity
is much better and easier than serving to prove yourself.

5. Finally, check your motivations before and during social interactions
with others. Before I walk into a meeting, I stop and check my heart to
see if I’m secure in Christ or if I’m feeling insecure. I check to see if
my heart is resting in the gospel or if I am trying to prove myself to the
people I’m meeting with. Ask yourself, “Where am I? Do I have any
fig leaves on right now?” While you are in conversation, check your
heart as well. Check to see if you are speaking in a way to impress the
other person or to get them to like you. Ask, “Am I trying to prove
myself right now?”

The voice of the Good Shepherd brings life, peace, identity, security, and
joy. Growing in friendship with God means intentionally seeking His words
and His voice, which shape you over time.

So far in this book we have explored the first two components of
friendship with God: seeking His face and seeking His voice. In this last
section, we will look at the final ingredient: seeking His hands and feet by
joining Him on His mission in the world.



Part Four

Send Me!
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one
called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was
filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts!”

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with
tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I
said, “Here I am! Send me.”

– Isaiah 6:1–8



Chapter Ten

Commissioned in His Presence
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.

– John 20:21

The Father has another goal, beyond being with you and talking with you.
He also wants to work powerfully through you.

The goal of your life is not only to enjoy Him but to help others enjoy
relationship with the Father too. He is shaping you by His voice and Word,
not just for your good but for the good of others. The Father desires to bless
you, and then He intends to bless others through you. This is the pattern
found throughout Scripture called commissioning .

Abraham, Gideon, Isaiah, and Jesus’ disciples are all examples of this
commissioning. Each encountered God, heard Him speak, received
revelation and identity, and were sent out to bless those around them. Let’s
look at each of these commissioning encounters.
Abraham: Blessed to Bless Others
Genesis 12 introduces an important character. The Tower of Babel incident
had just occurred. The nations were scattered, and the languages confused.
In one of these nations, a man named Abram was minding his own business
when God appeared to him.

This was God’s choice and initiative. He encountered Abram and
promised to bless him and be with him. He called Abram to follow Him,
step by step, to a new land. God would be with Abram every step of the
way. Even though Abram and his wife, Sarai, were childless and well past
child-bearing years, God promised to give them children and bless them.
God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “father of nations.”
(Sarai’s name, too, was changed, to Sarah.)

Abraham and Sarah encountered God, heard His voice, and received new
identities. Their new identities were given for the purpose of blessing all the
nations of the world. The problem was that they didn’t have any children,



and Abraham, at one hundred years old, and Sarah, at ninety, would need a
miracle to conceive.

That’s exactly what God did. He chose them. He called them. He
changed their names. And then He gave them a son, Isaac. Isaac would
have a son named Jacob. This Jacob would have his own encounter with
God and a name change as well. Jacob wrestled with God and became
Israel. Through the people of Israel, the Messianic King would come and
bless all the peoples of the earth. This king is Jesus Christ.

So, here’s the commissioning pattern. Abram encounters God. Abram
receives a new and unique identity in God’s presence. He and Sarah were
barren before encountering God. Now they will be fruitful and multiply
because God is with them. Abraham walks with God and follows Him. God
blesses entire generations of people through Abraham.

God’s presence and voice changed Abraham into a fruitful father and
made him a blessing to nations.
Gideon: Mighty Man of Valor
Judges 6 introduces another important character named Gideon. The people
of Israel had been experiencing severe oppression by the Midianites. Food
was scarce. Morale was low. Gideon and all the people of Israel were afraid
and discouraged.

God appeared to Gideon. He encountered a scared young man who was
threshing wheat in a winepress and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O
mighty man of valor” (Judges 6:12). Gideon experienced God’s presence
and received an identity change. Gideon saw himself as insignificant and
afraid. God saw Gideon as a man of courage and bravery. God promises to
be with Gideon and move powerfully through him to rescue the oppressed
Israelites.

Do you see the commissioning pattern? Gideon is chosen by God to
encounter Him. In the presence of God, Gideon receives a new identity.
Gideon was afraid and timid before encountering God. Now he is a brave
and mighty warrior because God is with him. Gideon follows God. God
blesses the Israelite people and rescues them from their oppressors, through
Gideon.

God’s presence and voice changed Gideon into a brave warrior who
rescued his people from oppression.
Isaiah: Go and Say to These People



Isaiah 6 records the prophet’s commissioning encounter with God. It was a
time of political instability because the king, Uzziah, had died. In this
encounter with Jesus (check out John 12:41), Isaiah saw the King high and
lifted up, reigning on a throne. Heavenly beings are worshiping God, crying
out: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His
glory!” (Isaiah 6:3).

At this revelation, Isaiah immediately acknowledged his own sin and
unworthiness. He confessed that he is sinful with impure speech and that
the people of God are also full of impurity. One of the heavenly beings
touched Isaiah’s lips with a burning coal from the altar. Isaiah received a
new identity as a righteous and pure spokesman for God. His guilt and sin
were taken away and satisfied by God Himself.

Then Isaiah heard God ask His divine council, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” Isaiah’s immediate response was “Here I am! Send
me” (Isaiah 6:8). He was commissioned in the presence of God to go and
speak to the people.

Again, we see the commissioning pattern. Isaiah is chosen by God to
encounter Him. In the presence of God, he receives a new identity. Isaiah
was impure and guilty of sin before encountering God. Now his guilt is
taken away and God is with him. Isaiah follows God and speaks the very
words of Jesus to the people.

God’s presence and voice changed Isaiah into a pure spokesman who
faithfully declared the words of God to His people.
The Disciples: You Will Be My Witnesses
After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples. Discouraged and
afraid, the disciples believed that those who had killed Jesus were coming
for them next. Knowing they were afraid, He said, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And then Jesus
“breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John
20:21–22).

In Acts 1, right before His ascension back to heaven, Jesus said to these
same disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). These men and women
were afraid, but after encountering Jesus they became bold witnesses of His
kingdom and good news.



The change was undeniable. Even the Jewish religious leaders noticed
the change. Later in the book of Acts, Peter and John were questioned
before the high priest in Jerusalem about healing a lame beggar in Jesus’
name. The Bible records that when the Jewish religious leaders and scholars
“saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that
they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).

The disciples were commissioned in an encounter with the resurrected
Jesus. This commissioning extends to all disciples of Christ, whom He
commands to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19–20).

Again, we see the pattern of commissioning. Common, uneducated men
and women encounter the risen Jesus. They are afraid, timid, and untrained
compared to the religious scholars of Jerusalem. In the presence of Jesus,
they receive His Holy Spirit and are empowered to speak and act with
boldness in declaring the good news. They follow Jesus’ leadership by the
Holy Spirit and change the world.

God’s presence and voice changed the disciples into bold and powerful
witnesses of Jesus.
God’s Workmanship
The Father wants to do the same thing through you. Yes, you.

You may feel unfruitful, like Abraham, but Jesus wants to use you to
bless generations of people.

You may feel afraid and timid, like Gideon, but Jesus wants to give you
courage and His presence to accomplish His will through you.

You may feel unclean and unworthy and that you’ve gone too far with
your sin, like Isaiah, but Jesus is standing ready to forgive and restore you
to holiness. He will make you a mouthpiece for His good news.

Like the uneducated disciples, you may feel that you don’t know enough
about God or the Bible to be used by Jesus in a supernatural way, but Jesus
wants to empower you by His Spirit to bring healing and restoration to
those around you.



You may say, “Jamie, that’s over the top. God used Abraham, Gideon,
Isaiah, and the disciples in amazing ways, but He wouldn’t do that through
me. I didn’t go to seminary. I’ve sinned a lot in my life. I’m too afraid of
what people will think. I’m not what Jesus is looking for when He needs a
leader.”

Really? Are you sure about that? I believe those thoughts are limiting
beliefs and they are not from Jesus.

Here’s the truth about you. The Bible says, “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8–10).

Here’s what that means for you. You are correct about your sin—you are
not good enough for God to use in a significant way. But the good news is
that the Father has chosen to make you righteous and pure by faith in Jesus!
This isn’t something you can pull off in your own strength; rather, it’s a free
gift given to you.

But that’s not all. Also, before God created anything, He had you in mind
and planned things for you to do and accomplish by His power. Before He
spoke a single galaxy into being, the Father had specific assignments for
you to walk in today.

This verse still astonishes me. I am stunned by the graciousness of the
Father. Before creating time or matter or space, He knew we would sin
against Him. He knew He would come in flesh to die for us. He knew the
pain and agony of crucifixion. He knew the amazing things He wanted to
accomplish through each and every one of us—including you.

This truth motivates me. I do not want to miss out on a single adventure
that the Father planned for me since before the beginning of time itself! I
want to experience Him in His fullness every day. I want to hear His voice
and follow Him every day. I want to see the people He has planned to heal
and redeem and set free by His Spirit through me! I don’t want to miss a
moment that the Father has planned for me since before the beginning of
time.

Today is an adventure with Jesus. He has encounters planned for you this
week. If you learn to walk with Him, be present, and follow His voice, you
will see the miraculous. The Father planned these moments of adventure



before He spoke the first atom into being. He planned to partner with you,
today, to accomplish amazing things.

Will you join Him?
Do Not Miss Out
What your family needs most is for you to grow in friendship with God.
They need you to practice the presence of the Father, receive His identity
over your life, and walk with Him every day, sharing the kingdom as you
go.

What your friends need is for you to prioritize God’s presence in your life
and walk with Him each day in His power. The Father has eternal fruit He
has planned to produce in your life and then others through you.

Don’t miss this. Don’t miss out on assignments and supernatural
moments appointed for you to accomplish with Jesus.

If you are a father or a mother, understand that the most important thing
you can do for your kids is to regularly encounter Jesus, walk with Him
daily, and show them what He is like in your life. Let them see, through
you, how good the Father is.

Oftentimes, we will not see the effects in this life. We must trust that the
Father has an eternal plan. You may never know the influence of your life
on the generations after you, all because you chose to say to Jesus, “Here I
am! Send me.”
The Lasting Image of My Pawpaw
My paternal grandfather was nicknamed Pawpaw. He saw Jess and me get
married but never met Bailey and Caden, his great-grandkids. He died
before they were born. I wish they could’ve met my pawpaw. When I think
of him, one singular image has burned its way into my memories.

Pawpaw would often come visit our family in Fort Worth, especially
during holidays. Every day he stayed with us, around late morning my
pawpaw would sit down at our kitchen table. He would open his
leatherbound Bible, remove his hearing aids, read the Word, and encounter
his Savior and Friend, Jesus.

This left an indelible mark on my young mind and heart. I realized that
he took the hearing aids out to deafen the noise of my siblings and me
running around the house shooting our Nerf bows and arrows at each other.
But his consistent example of practicing the presence of God in the Word



marked me. It became an example and model for me: this is how a godly
man remains present with Jesus.

Every morning, if the weather is cooperating, I go to my screened-in
back porch and commune with my Father. I sip coffee. I read the Word. I
talk to my Father. I listen to Jesus speak truth over my life. I prepare to
walk with the Holy Spirit the rest of the day. We talk together about my
daily goals and schedule.

If the weather is bad, the encounter happens inside the house. This is a
standing meeting between the Creator of the universe and me. This meeting
is the most important thing on my schedule. This encounter with my God
shapes the rest of my day. Every morning, when Bailey and Caden wake up
and come downstairs, they see their dad on the porch, practicing the
presence of his Friend and Savior, Jesus.

My pawpaw never knew what his example of practicing the presence of
Jesus would do in my life or my kids’ lives. When I see my pawpaw again,
standing with Jesus, we will have a conversation about his life and the
generational fruit that was borne from his simple pattern of being present
with Jesus every day in front of his grandson. And if Jesus is okay with it, I
may bring my Nerf bow and arrow too.
North American Church Culture
One goal of this chapter is to motivate you to show up and be present with
God and with others in your life. I want you to experience all the amazing
assignments and plans that the Father desires to accomplish through you.

I’ve served in vocational church ministry for over twenty years and have
noticed something about North American church culture. We as leaders,
pastors, and teachers have allowed a Moses-model of ministry to dominate
our churches.

Immediately following the giving of the Ten Commandments, we see an
interesting moment between the people of God and Moses. The people see
the presence of God on the mountain, and they are afraid. They tell Moses
to go up on the mountain and talk to God for them because they are terrified
to hear His voice for themselves (Exodus 20:18–21). They want Moses,
their leader, to be a mediator of God’s presence and voice for them.

That was the old covenant model of experiencing God and hearing His
voice. During that time, you had to find a prophet or some other mediator to



hear from God for you and tell you what God was saying. That is not how it
is supposed to work today in the new covenant.

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God explains His plans for the new
covenant. He says,

This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, declares the LORD : I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his
brother, saying, “Know the LORD ,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD . For I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:33–34)

In the new covenant, God intends to personally engage with each of us.
After the resurrection of Jesus and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon
His people, we no longer need a human mediator—Jesus is our mediator.
God has put His Spirit inside us. Because of this, you and I can experience
His presence and hear His voice today.

Friend, don’t settle for a Moses-model Christianity. Don’t wait for the
pastor to go into the presence of God during the week and then come out on
Sundays to declare to you what God is saying. No, you don’t have to wait.
Go get Him yourself! Get into His Word. Get into His presence. Talk to
Jesus daily. Then lead others. Seminary training doesn’t get you closer to
God’s heart or voice.

Remember the disciples? They were common, uneducated men and
women whose only credentials were that they had been with Jesus. They
shocked the religious scholars who, though they knew the Bible, couldn’t
see Jesus when He was in their presence.

Now, don’t get me wrong here. I believe in preaching and teaching. I
don’t think we should abandon this communication medium; however, if
church leaders teach in a way that implies they are the only ones who can
really hear from God or understand Him, they are failing their call. (As a
pastor, that includes me!)

The goal of kingdom leadership is to equip and encourage everyone
around us to experience the Father, get in the Word, hear the voice of Jesus,
and share with others what the Holy Spirit is revealing to them. This is the
adventure of being on mission with the triune God.



Here are some practical steps you can take today to join this daily
adventure with the triune God.
Practical Steps
 

1. Show up every day with a “send me” posture. There is nothing passive
about the kingdom of God. Show up. Wake up in the morning, and say
to Jesus, “Here I am! Send me.”

What if Moses had never said “Here I am” to God at the
burning bush? Well, God would have found another leader to
accomplish His purposes. Don’t miss what God wants to do
through you. Someone you encounter today needs to hear and
experience Jesus through you. The Father is looking for someone
to go and represent Him today. Take a “send me” posture, and go.
Don’t wait for your pastor or someone more “qualified”—you go,
today.

2. Receive revelation of your identity in the presence of Jesus. You may
be afraid and timid. I have good news—so were Gideon, Joshua,
Elijah, Timothy, and many more. What you feel about yourself and
how you see yourself is not as important as what the Father sees.

Ask Him what He thinks about you. Ask Him to give you an
understanding of the identity He wants you to embrace and live
out. Ask Him what plans He has for your day today. This is the
priority meeting of your day: being with your Father, Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit.

All other meetings will be less effective if you miss this time of
encountering and experiencing Him. This is a commissioning
time, in His presence. You are joining in a long line of men and
women who have prioritized being with Jesus and living their
lives from His presence.

3. Finally, tell others what you have experienced or heard from Jesus.
Look for opportunities during the day to share with someone what
Jesus has revealed to you. Maybe you read something in the Bible that
jumped off the page at you. Share that with someone during the day.

When I began to order my days this way, I was amazed at how many
times someone would respond, “That’s exactly what I needed to hear



today!” or “How did you know I needed to hear this? Have you been
stalking me on Facebook?”

Let this become a daily adventure between you and the triune God. Get
in His presence and ask for revelation. Write down what you are hearing or
seeing or learning. Then look for ways to share that revelation with family,
friends, coworkers, or even strangers you meet.

By the way, I have created a companion 40-Day Journal resource to help
you put these steps into practice. You can find this companion journal
online.

In the next chapter, we will explore what this looks like in both the life of
Jesus and in some modern-day examples. We will examine the miraculous
power of God working through someone who chooses to say, “Here I am!
Send me.”



Chapter Eleven

Living “Doubly” Present
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

– John 15:5

Have you ever wondered what Jesus would do at a sushi restaurant in
Cincinnati?

In late August of 2019, I met some friends for lunch at a restaurant called
Aroma in Cincinnati. The sushi was great, and our waitress was very kind.
The Holy Spirit had been teaching me the principles in this chapter about
being present with Jesus and the people around me. I was learning to be
mindful of His presence and listen to what Jesus might be saying to me
while I’m with others.

Midway through our meal, I looked at our waitress, who was refilling my
water, and the Father brought to mind a family friend who is a
schoolteacher; she adores kids, loves school, and is an excellent educator.
This family friend has spent years accumulating many degrees in education.
Additionally, she has suffered from chronic back pain. The Father also
reminded me that a couple Christmases ago we prayed for her back and all
her pain left.

With this in mind, I thought that the Father may want to say something
through me to our waitress. At the end of the meal, I asked her if I could
share something that I felt God wanted to say to her. She smiled nervously
and agreed. I shared that God is proud of her love for children and that this
is a gift He has given her. He has created her uniquely to teach kids. As I
shared this information, tears began to flow down her face. She smiled and
thanked us for encouraging her. She was studying to be a teacher and had a
really bad day at school that morning. She was amazed and touched by the
Father’s love and care for her!

“Do you happen to have back pain?” I then asked. She nodded and
admitted she’d had chronic back pain. I asked if we could pray for her back,
and she agreed. I asked her to put her hand on her back, right where it hurt.



After asking permission to put my hand on her shoulder, I prayed a brief
prayer of blessing and then commanded the pain to leave her body.

She said that she felt nothing after we prayed. All the pain was gone. She
confessed that she’d been regularly in pain all day, from the moment she
got out of bed in the morning. Working as a waitress only made it worse.
She was always in pain. And now the pain was gone. Instantly. Smiling, I
said, “Jesus loves you and has healed you! Isn’t that awesome?”

I like sushi. But I love seeing Jesus minister to those around me.
Especially at a sushi place in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Jesus’ Ministry Rhythm
Jesus’ life and ministry are an instructive model for us as we seek to
practice the presence of God out in the world. Jesus prioritized solitude with
His Father in prayer, and then He would go from this solitude out into a
hurting world. Jesus was present, alone, with the Father. Then He would go
out into the world, carrying the presence of His Father with Him. Presence
in solitude. Presence in public.

In the Gospel of Luke, we read that Jesus went up on a mountain and
prayed all night to the Father. After this prayer time, He called His disciples
and took them to minister with Him to a great crowd of people (Luke 6:12–
19). The public ministry of Jesus flowed from His personal practice of the
presence of the Father. And if the Creator of the universe needed that kind
of rhythm, do you think we might need it too? Our public ministry to others
will only be as effective as our personal practice of God’s presence.

Let me be clear, though. This Jesus-rhythm is not the following pattern:
 

1. Get alone and pray.
2. Go out and minister until you are exhausted.
3. Retreat and rest in prayer again.
4. Rinse and repeat.

No, that’s not actually what Jesus models for us. Jesus’ practice of the
presence of His Father wasn’t separate from His ministry; rather, His
ministry was to carry the Father’s presence with Him out into the world.

The relationship between the Father and the Son grew (Luke 2:52) in
personal prayer and continued in public ministry. Jesus explains this



dynamic relational ministry-rhythm in the Gospel of John. After healing a
paralyzed man at the pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath, Jesus was questioned
by the religious leaders of His day. His response is instructive. Jesus said
that He does nothing on His own but only what He sees the Father doing.
Whatever He sees the Father doing, that’s what He will do (John 5:1–19).

Jesus’ ministry actions were driven by what He saw the Father doing
around Him. Many people were sick at that pool, but only one paralyzed
man was healed. How did Jesus know who to minister to? The Father
showed Him.

Jesus was so connected to His Father, in both solitude and in public
ministry, that He could see what the Father’s plan was in the moment. Jesus
did what He saw the Father doing. He walked in friendship with His Father,
and supernatural ministry was the by-product.

Later, after being questioned again, Jesus responded, “I have not spoken
on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a
commandment—what to say and what to speak” (John 12:49). Here we see
that Jesus’ very words are being directed by the Father, in the moment. He
is speaking what He hears the Father saying. After the resurrection, Peter
was explaining to a group of gentiles how Jesus ministered in such
miraculous ways. He preached, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him ” (Acts 10:38, emphasis
mine).

The Father was with Jesus. He wasn’t only with Him on the mountain in
prayer but all the time. Jesus was present with the Father in public, listening
and watching. His words and actions were directed by the Father.

Jesus was “doubly” present—fully present with the Father and fully
present with the people around Him.

Being doubly present meant Jesus was listening “two-ways.” For
example, He listened to the Samaritan woman at the well, while He
simultaneously listened to the Father for her. He heard the pain she carried
from a string of broken relationships with men, though she never said those
things out loud.

How did Jesus know? The Father told Him about her pain and showed
Him to speak about living water. The rest is history. She becomes an
evangelist for her town and tells everyone, “He told me everything about



me!” (John 4:39, my paraphrase). Later, many from that gentile town came
to believe in Jesus as the Savior of the world.

How did revival break out in this gentile town? Because Jesus was
doubly present .

This is the ministry-rhythm of Jesus. Present with the Father. Present
with others.
Abide in Me
This ministry continues through His disciples then and now. We can live
doubly present, just like Jesus. The priority in ministry is to stay connected
relationally to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From this relational
communion with the triune God ministry flows to others.

Jesus taught this concept in John 15 using the metaphor of the vine and
the branches. He said to the disciples, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me
you can do nothing” (John 15:4–5). Jesus is the Vine. We are the branches.
To bear fruit in the kingdom of God, we must abide in Him.

The verb abide means to stay or remain in the same place, to continue a
certain condition or activity. We bear kingdom fruit when we continue to
remain relationally connected to Jesus.

This sounds a lot like living in His presence all day, doesn’t it? This
sounds like what we’ve been talking about all throughout this book. We are
created to abide in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And our abiding
directly affects the people around us. When we abide in Christ, the people
around us experience the presence of Jesus through us.

What does that look like practically? Jesus explains in Luke 10 and gives
a picture of abiding and fruit-bearing in the kingdom. He sent out his
disciples in pairs, two by two. These pairs were to go from home to home
looking for “people of peace.” If they found people who were open to them,
then they were to engage those specific people and their households. Jesus
commanded His disciples to eat with these people, heal the sick in the
house, and tell them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you” (Luke
10:8–9).

How could these disciples heal the sick? And how could these disciples
say such a startling thing? They told the people that the kingdom of God



had come near to them. How had the kingdom of God come near? The
disciples were carrying the kingdom with them and were ambassadors of
the King, Jesus. The kingdom of God had come near because the disciples
carried the presence of the King with them.

The same is true for you and me. We get to carry His kingdom wherever
we go because we have the King dwelling within us by the Holy Spirit!
Wherever you go, you represent the King as His presence goes with you.

This means that the gas station can be a place for a God encounter. The
kingdom of God can come near the person across from you at the gas pump
because you are there, carrying the King’s presence. The produce aisle of
the grocery store can be the location of a kingdom encounter because you
carry the King with you. You bring His kingdom and presence with you,
everywhere you go, by being present with Jesus and those around you.

The goal is for others to experience the Father through us. They can
come into a real relationship with Him by faith in Jesus and by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Do not dismiss the value of carrying His presence into
every situation.
Kingdom Encounters
In 2017, the church I was serving began to take seriously the call of Jesus to
find people of peace in our neighborhood. We figured that if Jesus
commanded His disciples to go out and share the gospel, then we should
probably do that too.

During that year, we had amazing encounters where Jesus healed many
people. They were healed in their backs, shoulders, knees, feet, wrists, and
many other areas. We even witnessed a cancerous tumor healed after
praying for a woman in a city park next to the playground. Jesus healed her
of cancer while her grandkids laughed and played on the monkey bars. We
prayed for another woman who was blinded in one eye from a surgical
accident where her optic nerve was severed by doctors. She felt a “pop,”
and her eyesight returned. After regaining her eyesight, she smiled and said,
“Thank You, Jesus, for healing my blindness!”

Some of these encounters led to conversions as individuals experienced
the Father’s love and came to faith in Jesus as their Savior and Lord. In
December of 2017, we visited the apartments behind our church building to
find people of peace and pray for them. In one unit, we met a young father



and began to talk with him. During the conversation, I was listening to the
Holy Spirit and asking Him questions about the young dad.

The Spirit is a great teacher and guide, and He told me some important
things about this young man. Standing on the balcony of this second-floor
apartment, I shared with the young father what I believed the heavenly
Father was telling me about him. He was touched and surprised by this. We
prayed for his family, specifically his daughter, and then we left.

In January of 2018, I found a note under our church door from this young
father, telling us how encouraged he was by our visit and that he wanted to
sit and chat with me about some things. We met in my office at church, and
the young man gave his life to Jesus. He repented of his sin and received
new life by faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Before too long, he got a job in another city and moved out of our
neighborhood. This young father had an encounter with the living God
because a couple of people decided to take Jesus’ words seriously and go
out, carrying the presence of the King with them. We could truthfully say,
“The kingdom of God has come near you,” because the King was with us.

Here are some practical steps you can take to abide in Jesus and bear
kingdom fruit, today.
Practical Steps
 

1. Be relationally present with the people around you. It is important to
be mindful of whether you are emotionally and spiritually present with
the people around you. It’s possible to be physically present but not
relationally present. Honestly, this is a challenge for me. I am easily
distracted. I confess that I am easily bored by some people.
Shamefully, I find myself wishing they would stop talking so I could
go do something else.

Am I the only one? I have a suspicion that this is true of some
of you too. Disconnection is all around us. How many times have
you been eating at a restaurant, watching a group of people all
together physically but each on their individual phones? They are
all physically present but not relationally present. How about
you?



Here’s what I’ve learned. Put the phone down. Look at the
people around you. Look into their eyes and engage at an
emotional level. Ask the Father to give you His heart of
compassion for them.

Remember, the Father loves them and created them in His
image. They are worthy of our attention. If we will just put the
phone down, stop, and be present, we might just see the
supernatural power of God break out around us. The Father loves
them. Ask Him to give you His heart of love for them too.

2. Be “doubly” present with Jesus while you are present with others.
Practice the presence of God even while in a conversation with family,
coworkers, friends, and other strangers you meet.

I am a visual person, and this can be challenging for me. It is
much easier to focus on the one thing I can see rather than on the
Spirit of Jesus, which I cannot see with my natural eyes.

Here are some helpful tips. Picture Jesus standing or sitting
next to the person or next to yourself. Again, our imagination is a
gift from God, so use it. Ask Jesus questions, and start listening
“two-ways.” It will take some time to develop this skill, but you
can start to practice double listening. While you are listening to
the person in front of you, begin to ask Jesus, “What do You think
about this situation? How do You see this person? What is their
unique identity, and what gifts have You given them?”

Don’t be surprised with what Jesus will tell you about the
person or the situation in front of you. This is a wonderful benefit
of being a friend of Jesus. Because we are His friends, He will
make known to us what the Father is saying.

Jesus said to His disciples, “No longer do I call you servants,
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you” (John 15:15). Friends of Jesus get to hear
the heart of the Father for others, just like Jesus did.

3. Pray silently while talking with people, and ask the Holy Spirit to
manifest His presence around you. Most of the people you encounter
day-to-day are stressed, anxious, and feel unloved.



While staying relationally present, pray and ask the Holy Spirit
to bring peace over the person. I’ve lost count of the number of
times that people report experiencing peace when they talk with
me or hear me speak. Is this because I’m some peace magician or
have some gift? No. It’s because I carry the Prince of Peace with
me and I regularly pray that He manifest peace to the people
around me. With my eyes open, I silently pray for those I am
with. I pray that they would experience peace and the presence of
the Father, through me. I ask the Holy Spirit to manifest His
presence upon them while we talk together.

You can also pray for wisdom. Remember, Jesus only said what
He heard the Father saying in a particular moment. We need
wisdom to not just blurt out whatever we think we might be
hearing. For example, what if the Holy Spirit showed you a secret
pain in the heart of the person in front of you? Or some secret sin
in their life? Should you blurt out what you are seeing or hearing?
No, that’s not wisdom. We need a little emotional intelligence and
the wisdom of Jesus to know what to say and when to say it.

Ask the Spirit for wisdom to know how to speak or if you need
to be quiet and pray for this pain. This has happened many times
to me. Jesus will show me someone’s pain, and this prompts me
to pray for them. Sometimes, I never tell them what I’ve heard. I
simply pray for them. Just because the Holy Spirit points
something out doesn’t give me a green light to start saying things
to people. Pray for wisdom.

4. Finally, speak or serve in the power of the Spirit. Spiritual gifts are an
important topic, and I want to tackle them in a later book. I’ve chosen
not to address them fully here; however, there is one helpful
framework to consider.

The Bible contains multiple lists of spiritual gifts. There is a
list of gifts in Romans 12 and two lists in 1 Corinthians 12. Many
people get caught up on these lists and want to know what their
“gift” is and how to use it.

That’s a good desire, and we should encourage that. However,
Peter gives a simple framework and way to think about spiritual
gifts. He divides all gifts into two categories: speaking and



serving . Here’s how he explains it: “As each has received a gift,
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God;
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:10–11).

Here we see that spiritual gifts are a way we can love each
other in the areas of either speaking or serving. So, let’s apply this
to living doubly present. If Jesus begins to speak to you about the
person in front of you, begin to either speak to them or serve
them, in love.

When we speak, we are to speak “as one speaking the very
words of God” (1 Peter 4:11 NRSV). That sounds like Jesus,
doesn’t it? Remember how He explained it: “I only say what I
hear the Father saying.” When we serve, we are to serve “by the
strength that God supplies.” That sounds like Jesus too. He only
did what He saw the Father doing.

When you regularly practice this kind of speaking and serving,
you will see the supernatural power of God flow through you. I
promise.

Go for it. Be doubly present, and watch what God will do through you!
One final thing for us to consider. The presence of God isn’t just about

you and God alone. You were created to be with others too. In our last
chapter, we will explore what it means to be a community of presence.



Chapter Twelve

Community of Presence
For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.

– Matthew 18:20

Fall is my favorite season. There is football, crisp weather, autumn colors,
family, and the climax of Thanksgiving. Food. Family. Togetherness. There
is something “right” about being together with people we love, preparing a
great meal, and eating together. It’s almost like we were created for this!

When my family gathers for Thanksgiving, everyone brings something
for the meal and works together to prepare the feast. One couple is peeling
potatoes. Another is working on frying the turkey. Older cousins are playing
with and entertaining the younger ones. The Dallas Cowboys are playing on
TV. Preparations are underway for a great feast and time together as family.

The pinnacle is the meal itself. Dish after dish fills the table, even
crowding out the plates. We fill up for the first round of food and begin to
eat. We tell stories. We laugh. Many times, it’s been a while since we’ve all
been together, so the time is invaluable. We catch up on the things that have
happened since our last meal together. We drink. We eat. We smile.

But family gatherings are never perfect. Even in my family. In some
families, the meal is not full of food and laughter and working together.
Sometimes unspoken hurts, bitterness, and passive aggressiveness are
present. Rather than working together to prepare the meal, some members
of the family are watching the game or on their phones while one or two of
the moms do all the food prep. Unfortunately, those same moms will do all
the clean-up afterward too.

Something inside us knows this isn’t right. You know what I mean?
We know that our family gatherings should be joyful and peaceful, but at

times they are stressful and anxious. We know we should laugh and be
honest with one another, but instead we put on fig leaves. We hide our true
selves and then feel unknown by our family. Or we speak our “truth,” which
is really meant to lash out and injure the hearer.



Our conversations should be joyful and life-giving but instead are either
passive-aggressive or just aggressive-aggressive. Parents are hurt and
distant from their kids. Siblings are upset and frustrated with each other.

Some members of the family try to dominate the conversation, especially
involving politics. Other members are quiet and thinking, “How long do I
have to stay here? Why does she keep talking? I can’t wait to get away from
these people!”

For some, the holidays are difficult because they are alone. A table that
should be full of food and laughter is barren and silent. For others, the
recent death of a loved one causes more pain during these meals.

Regret. Loneliness. Pain. Something inside of us knows this isn’t right!
Something is wrong. We are disconnected. We are hurt. We are not our true
selves with each other. We ignore each other. We blame each other. We feel
shame and are desperate to cover those feelings with anything to make us
feel better. We gather together but are covered in fig leaves. We are present
but hiding.
Why Do We Feel This Tension?
We feel this tension deep down because we were created for joyful intimacy
with others. We were created to be fully ourselves—the best of ourselves—
with everyone we meet. We were created for friendship with God and
others without fig leaves. No pretending. No posturing. No anxiety. No
abuse. No disconnection.

You were created for friendship and a perfect community, where you are
known and loved. You were created to be in a perfect community because
you were created by a perfect community. That perfect community is the
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

No jealousy exists between the three persons of the Trinity. There is no
disconnection, nor are there fig leaves. There is only joyful togetherness.
You and I were created for this same joyful freedom and togetherness with
God and others.

When we don’t experience freedom, we are reminded of the fall. Adam
was afraid of God, so he hid. Adam and Eve experienced shame in each
other’s presence because of their sin and covered themselves with fig
leaves. Adam blamed God and Eve for his sin. He refused to take
responsibility for his actions, so Adam blamed his wife and the God who
gave her to him. Can you imagine how that next conversation at breakfast



went between the first couple? Do you think there was frustration, hurt,
anger, bitterness, and a feeling of rejection? Yep.

They felt just the same way you and I do when we experience being
stabbed in the back and hurt by those around us, which only breeds distrust
of others. We distance ourselves to protect ourselves. We put on fig leaves
and masks to cover our feelings of shame. We may be physically present
but not truly present with others.

So, what do we do about this? Can we do anything about this? Let’s look
at God and see what He thinks about this problem.
The Importance of the Table
God loves food. God loves friendship. God loves eating around a table with
new and old friends. God loves telling stories and laughter. God loves the
unity and peace found at a table with a great meal. God loves a family party.

How do I know this? Because Jesus is the exact representation of the
Father (Hebrews 1:3). That means that Jesus’ actions and behaviors show
us how God acts and behaves. Seeing Jesus is seeing the Father because
they are one (John 14:9–10). Whatever Jesus is doing is what the Father is
doing too.

Have you noticed one of the main things Jesus did while He was here?
Remember, He only had three years of ministry to save the world from sin
and declare the good news of the kingdom. So, what was Jesus doing?

He was eating at a table with friends. He was talking, around a table, with
sinners and tax collectors. He was teaching—at meals. He was healing—in
homes before and after meals. He was inviting Himself over to eat at the
homes of sinners and tax collectors. Jesus’ assignment was to rescue the
world from sin and death, and His primary mode of ministry was eating and
talking to friends around a table.

Do you remember Jesus’ first miracle? What was the first “sign” that
Jesus performed to communicate to the entire world what God is like? We
read in John 2:1–11 that Jesus was at a wedding. The party ran out of wine.
Shame and dishonor would be attached to this groom and family for the rest
of their lives if word got out that the wine was gone.

So the Creator of galaxies chose to turn water into wine as His first
miracle. His first sign that communicated to people that “God is here among
you” was at a feast. His mom kind of pushed Him into it, but Jesus still



chose to rescue a wedding from shame and dishonor. His first miracle was
at a wedding party. A celebration of love and union.

And He didn’t stop there. He kept hanging out with sinners at meals
around tables. Jesus was so known for this table ministry that the religious
leaders accused Him of being a drunk, a glutton, and a friend of sinners
(Luke 7:34). Of course, Jesus never was drunk or gluttonous, but He was a
friend of sinners.

You see, in Jesus’ time, to eat with someone communicated friendship,
approval, and intimacy. The religious leaders would have never been caught
dead eating with a tax collector or a prostitute. Why? Because eating at the
same table with sinners meant you approved of them and were identifying
yourself with them. The religious would never eat with “those kinds of
people.” But Jesus came and identified with sinners by eating with them.

He talked with them and listened to their stories. He laughed and ate with
them, aware of their pain and shame. He was present with them at the table.
These men and women experienced the presence of God as He sat down
and had a meal with them. These sinners encountered grace at the table with
Jesus. They experienced friendship with God at a table.
This Is My Body, Which Is Given for You
Another important event occurred around a table. On the night He was to be
betrayed, Jesus sat with His disciples and ate a meal. He ate with friends,
even sitting with the one who would betray Him (Matthew 26:25; John
13:26).

Jesus took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it, and gave it to His friends.
He said, “This is my body, broken for you. Eat this and remember me.”
Then Jesus took a cup and said, “This is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Drink it in remembrance of
me” (1 Corinthians 11:23–25, my paraphrase).

Jesus established a pattern of eating, drinking, and remembering grace at
a table. He was present with them at the table, and he established this
rhythm for all his followers. The early church was formed at Pentecost
(Acts 2) when the Holy Spirit came and filled the disciples while they were
all together in the same place. They were probably eating at a table together
since Pentecost is one of the celebratory feasts of Israel that includes a
meal.



After the Pentecost event, Luke records the regular practice of the early
church like this:

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42–
47)

We see that the regular rhythm of this new community was to eat
together and be together in the name of Jesus Christ. This rhythm of life
together—present with Jesus—changed the world. And His presence with
His people is still changing the world today.

The early church regularly studied the words of Jesus together and
prayed together, in their homes, around a table. They would attend the
temple services and then return to their homes to break bread and eat
together with glad and generous hearts. The presence of Jesus, by the Holy
Spirit, was so powerful among them that many were physically healed and
set free of demon possession. Daily they were gathering around the table
and adding to their number those who were saved by faith in Jesus. The
table was growing as more and more sinners encountered Jesus in His
people, at the table, eating together.
So What?
Why am I taking so much time here? Why devote the last chapter to this
subject? Well, we encounter the presence of God uniquely with others.
Much of this book could be read individually and separate from a
community, but without community there are aspects of God’s presence we
cannot experience.

It is true, you can encounter God by yourself. It is not true, however, that
you can encounter all of God by yourself. You need community with others
to experience God in all His fullness (Ephesians 1:22–23; 3:14–19).



The presence of God is uniquely experienced with other friends of Jesus,
together. That is one of the reasons the church is called the “body” of
Christ. In community, with each other, Jesus is present. We are dependent
on one another. And together we are uniquely Jesus to the world and each
other.

Community is messy business because we are messy people. Fig leaves
and sin keep us from drawing near to one another in unity and love. We
hide from community with others, afraid of being exposed. We get into
community and then hurt each other with sin and fig leaves.

Honestly, it is hard to be vulnerable with others. It is hard to risk being
stabbed in the back by a “friend.” Jesus knows the feeling. He gave three
years to a community of friends. One of them betrayed Him. The rest
abandoned Him. Only one was present at His crucifixion. Still, He calls us
to risk vulnerability in community and to experience His presence together.
Jesus calls us to receive grace and extend grace, at the table, with others. It
is in the vulnerable exchange of grace and forgiveness that we encounter
Jesus, together.

Where two or more friends of Jesus are gathered together, He is uniquely
among us (Matthew 18:20). Here are some practical steps you can take
today to experience the fullness of God’s presence within a community.
Practical Steps
 

1. Understand the value and potential of your family table. This table
provides an opportunity to be present with your immediate family,
friends, and others. Fast food is an amazing gift for busy parents and
families, but it is a terrible thing for our souls and waists.

I’m writing this book during the summer of 2020, and the
coronavirus has forced families to slow down and eat together
again at the table. This is a gift, even amid a challenging and
painful season. My family has enjoyed the forced rhythm of
eating together in the evenings. I pray that this is a rhythm we
will not lose when life goes back to “normal.”

Parents, be present with your kids at the table. Put the phones
down, look each other in the eye, and engage relationally. Jesus is



there among you at your table. Invite Him to teach you how to be
present as family, with Him.

Read the Bible together, and ask the Holy Spirit for guidance.
Discuss highs and lows from the day. Be present with each other
and with Jesus. He is ready and willing to encounter your family
at your table. Your home can be a place of encountering His
presence. Do not neglect this powerful gift.

2. Invite others to join your table like the early church did. Is this scary?
Yes. Will your house be messy and imperfect? Yes. Will Jesus show up
even if you are scared and your house isn’t immaculate? Yes. He loves
to eat and be with you in community.

This is the pattern of Jesus’ church, His “body.” Remember,
they gathered in homes. They ate together. They studied Jesus’
words together. They shared with each other. They listened to
God for each other and with each other. They became family—
together. They went to the temple and then returned to their
homes together. They invited “outsiders” to join them at the table.
Those who had yet to encounter Jesus’ grace met Him in His
gathered people around the table.

Allow your table to grow as you invite others to join you.
Invite them. Practice His presence with them. Listen to Jesus for
them. Teach them how to listen to the Good Shepherd too. At
your table they may experience Jesus so radically that they will
worship Him and declare, “God is really here!” (1 Corinthians
14:24–25). Yes, the kingdom of God can come near to those who
eat at your table too (Luke 10:9).

3. Finally, incorporate “the Lord’s Table” into your regular rhythms as a
community. Regularly celebrate the forgiveness of sins, through the
body and blood of Jesus, at your table during a meal. This celebration
of Communion is participation and fellowship with Jesus, together (1
Corinthians 10:16).

Many at your table are discouraged and desperate for good
news. At the table our sin, brokenness, shame, and pain meet the
Savior of the world. It is a tangible and Spirit-filled symbol of
forgiveness where we as prodigals are adopted back into the
Father’s family, by grace, through faith in the Son.



For those struggling to forgive themselves for past or current
sin patterns, the Lord’s Table is a place of grace, forgiveness, and
healing.

For those struggling with isolation, loneliness, and
abandonment, the Lord’s Table is a place of fellowship and
intimacy with both the triune God and a family of believers.

For those struggling with obsessive cycles of thought patterns,
the Lord’s Table is a place to intentionally focus our minds on
Christ in thanksgiving, remembrance, and proclamation of good
news.

For those struggling with hopelessness, the Lord’s Table is a
place of longing and anticipation for a future eternal hope.

Jesus promises to be present with you at the table. But there is one more
thing about the table.
The Wedding Table to Come

Jesus is coming back. When He returns, He will destroy all evil and even
death itself. He will wipe away every tear from the eyes of His people.
There will be no more sorrow, pain, crying, shame, fig leaves, sin, or even
death (Revelation 21:3–4). He will come and dwell with us forever.

And that means there will be a party, a feast. There will be a celebration.
There will be a table where we will sit and eat in friendship and unity. This
will be a wedding table.

Jesus’ first miracle was at a wedding feast, turning water into wine. He
took away shame and replaced it with joy. When Jesus returns and conquers
all evil at the end, He will celebrate with us at a wedding feast. He has
taken our shame and sin and will replace it with the joy of His presence
forever.

That is what’s coming. That is what we look forward to when we gather
and eat together. We remember and look forward to that day.

Jesus is waiting for that day too. On that same night when He established
this meal of remembrance at the table, Jesus said, “I will not drink again of
this [cup] until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom” (Matthew 26:29).



Jesus is waiting in anticipation to sit and eat and drink with you in
eternity. He waits, in excitement, to eat with you. He has a place waiting for
you and me, forever. There is a place at the Father’s table with your name
on it purchased by Jesus Himself.

When that day comes, we will be eternally present with the Father, Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit. We will see His face. We will hear His voice. We will
walk with Him—together.

We will be friends with Him, forever. Together .



Conclusion

Walking in Friendship with God
Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.

– Genesis 5:24 (NIV)

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be
found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one

who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

– Hebrews 11:5–6 (NIV)

You please God by walking with Him.
Enoch “pleased God” because he walked with God. The Greek

translation (called the Septuagint) of the Hebrew text in Genesis 5:24
translates “walked with God” as “pleased God.” Literally and
grammatically, walking with God equals pleasing Him.

The Bible says that Enoch walked with God and then he was “no more”
because God took him. Can you imagine that? You are walking with God,
enjoying His presence, and talking with Him as a friend. Then you are taken
to heaven to be in His presence.

What do you think happened next? Maybe Enoch opened his eyes in
heaven and saw Jesus face-to-face. Then, perhaps, he gave his Savior a bear
hug, and they continued their walk and conversation together—as friends.

When it is my time to see Jesus face-to-face, I want to go like Enoch. I
want to be walking with Jesus and be in mid-conversation with Him at my
last breath. Then I will open my eyes and see Him in person. We will
embrace and then continue our conversation, forever, as friends.

How about you?
If you are still reading to this point, you are to be commended. Yet many

of us read a book like this and then go away unchanged. Friend, don’t do
that this time.

This is a holy moment. As I mentioned earlier, this book may be a
burning bush for you. Jesus is trying to get your attention, right now. He has



been speaking to you throughout these burning words. Have you sensed His
heat on these pages? He has been pursuing friendship with you.

Will you stop to see what this burning bush is all about? Will you change
your daily routine to engage with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? I am
praying that you will.

Here are two practical next steps to walking in friendship with God.
 

1. Commit to grow in friendship with God. Take the next forty days to
establish a new rhythm of presence, conversation, and adventure with
Jesus.

Every day, show up to be with Him. When you get up in the
morning, say to Jesus, “Here I am. Speak, Lord. Send me!” Put
the practical steps from each chapter into practice for the next
forty days. Develop new habits, and watch how your life is
changed by the presence, voice, and power of God in your life.

For forty days, schedule time to be with God. Get into the
Bible and read it, relationally. Listen to Jesus speak over you and
shape your identity. Share what you are hearing and learning from
the Holy Spirit with one other person for forty days.

I have created a companion resource called The
 40-Day
Journal to accompany this book. It is available online. The
journal is designed to help you practice this new rhythm of
walking in friendship with God. This resource provides forty
Scriptures for you to reflect on with space to journal your
reflections and what you are hearing from God as you listen. Each
day, you will read a Scripture, be still, and listen to what Jesus
may say to you.

2. Engage with your community on this adventure. Invite a friend or two
to join you on this forty-day friendship with God journey. We all need
accountability and encouragement to make any lasting change in our
lives. If you are in a small group at church, invite them to join you for
the next forty days.

If you don’t have a group, reach out to me directly. Seriously, I
want to be an encouragement to you and help you grow in



friendship with God. You can connect with me on Facebook, or
YouTube or email me at jamie@jamiemoore.org.

As a reminder, I have created a free chapter-by-chapter
discussion guide and video course to go with this book. The
discussion guide goes deeper, with application questions and a
helpful recommended reading list. In the video course, I walk you
through the concepts in the book and help you practically apply
them in your daily life.

Friendship with God is available to you today .
The Father is pursuing you today .
Jesus loves you and wants to talk with you today .
The Holy Spirit wants to move through you today .
Walking in friendship pleases God. Walking in friendship with God will

please you too.
Friend, I encourage you to take off the shame coverings and come out of

hiding. Practice the relational presence of God, and receive His peace in
every circumstance of your life. Talk to Jesus and allow His words to shape
you with His identity over your life. Join the Holy Spirit on the adventure of
what He has planned to accomplish through you today.

These are the three ingredients for you to become a friend of God: time,
conversation, and activity—together with Him as your friend.

You will join a long line of God’s friends who walked with Him and
pleased Him. Walk in friendship with God today.
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The Power of Your Review
Thank You for Reading My Book!

If
 Friendship with God
 spoke to you and was a source of
encouragement, then would you please consider writing a review of
my book?

This is encouraging to me and will help potential readers find out
about the book as well!

Thank you for reading and reviewing.
May the Father bless you with His presence, His peace in Jesus,

and His power through the Holy Spirit. May you enjoy deep
friendship with the triune God, both now and throughout eternity.

Much love to you,
Jamie
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