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THE AFTERLIFE SERIES

Living In The Light Of Eternity
Understanding Death, Dying And The Afterlife

(Volume 1 Of 5)

The thought of eternity is hard for us to comprehend. Yet eternity is
something we are all facing. Indeed, it is the personal future for each and
every one of us. Therefore, it is crucial that we understand how to live in
light of it.

In this book, we will examine how to conduct our lives with eternity in
mind. How do we live a life pleasing to God with eternity in our future?

However, before we examine this topic, it is important to understand
what the Bible has to say about death, dying and the afterlife.

If God created a perfect world, then why do people die? Is there life after
death? Is heaven a reality? If so, then how do we get there? Are there
answers to these questions? Where do we find them?

There are indeed answers to these and other ultimate questions about
death, dying and what lies beyond the grave. They are found in only one
place, the Bible!

Once we answer these preliminary questions from Scripture, then we will
look at how we should live in the light of eternity.

For example, how do we live a life that honors God in preparation for
eternity? How do we prepare for our own death? Should Christians be
afraid of dying? How do we react to the death of a loved one who is a
believer? How do we react to the death of a loved one who may not be a
believer? Should believers be buried or cremated upon death? These and
other questions we will take up in this book.
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Our Five Volume Series On The Afterlife

As mentioned, this is the first volume in a series of five works on the
subject of the “Afterlife.”

The next book deals with the in-between state, what happens to us at the
moment of death. It is titled, “What Happens One Second After We
Dier”

Death is not the end of our existence. Consequently, this is followed by a
book on what the Bible says about the resurrection of the dead and future
judgments. We title this book, “Resurrection and Judgment.”

Next will have a volume on the subject of “Heaven;” something all
people are curious about. We title it, “Heaven: The Final Destination of
Believers.”

Finally, to complete what the Scripture says on the “Afterlife,” we have a
book covering the horrific subject of “Hell.” The title is, “Hell: The Final
Destination of Unbelievers.”

The goal of this series is to educate people as to what the Bible, the only
authoritative source on these matters, has to say about death, dying,
heaven and hell, the end of this life and then the afterlife. In other words,
they deal with our personal future.
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Question 1

Why Are The Subjects Of Death, Dying, And The
Afterlife Worth Studying?

As we begin our investigation of the subject of the afterlife, we will start
by asking an obvious question: Why should we be engaged in such a
study? Of what personal benefit is there in looking at the subjects of
death, dying, heaven, and hell?

Why study about our future, when we have to live rigcht now in the
) ) 8
present? Could not our time and energy be better spent elsewhere?

However, all of us will greatly benefit when we examine what the Bible
has to say about these subjects. This is true for the following important
reasons.

Reason 1: Only The Bible Gives Answers
To The Great Unknown

To begin with, there is a very practical reason as to why these subjects
should be studied. Death is something that we all face and the afterlife is
the great unknown. Humans everywhere would love to have answers to
these ultimate questions of death, dying, and then what happens next.

Studying what the Bible has to say, will give us answers to questions
about why we die, as well as what takes place after we die. Moreover, since
the Bible is the on/y authoritative source on these subjects, it is important
for us to know what it says about the end of this life as well as the world
to come.

Reason 2: It Will Clear Up Misconceptions
About What Happens After Death

Many people think that death is the end of our existence. Others believe
that when Christians die they go to purgatory; a halfway place between
earth and heaven. Still others think that humanity can know absolutely
nothing about what takes place on “the other side.”
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However, when we study what the Bible has to say about these subjects
any confusion that we may have can be cleared up. There is no need for
uncertainty, or wrong beliefs, on these topics since God has clearly
spoken to us in His Word.

Therefore, there is no reason whatsoever for us to have any
misconceptions about death, dying, and the afterlife.

Reason 3: The Subjects Of Death, Dying And The Afterlife
Are An Important Part Of God’s Word

Furthermore, a large part of the Bible deals with the subject of death, the
dying process, and then life after death. These are issues which are
covered extensively in both testaments. Indeed, much of the Bible looks
forward to the final state of humanity, as well as the process that brings
us to the end of this life.

Since death, dying, and the afterlife are key subjects of Scripture, they
deserve to be studied by all. Indeed, they should not be neglected.

We should also note that while the Bible does not answer every question
we may have about these topics it does answer a// of the important ones.

Reason 4: It Will Instill Confidence And Hope In The Believer

There are other benefits. Confidence and hope for the believer will be the
result of studying what Scripture has to say about the end of this life and
then of life beyond the grave.

For those of us who have trusted Jesus Christ as our Savior, we can be
confident that this life is not all that there is. Something else awaits us
beyond the grave; everlasting life in the presence of Almighty God!
Consequently, we should live our daily lives in light of that knowledge.

In fact, the Bible stresses that eternal life with the living God is

something which we believers can &now that we possess. Indeed, the
Apostle John wrote the following to the Christians of his day.
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I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life (1 John 5:13
NRSV).

He emphasized that we can Anow that we have eternal life. If we have
believed in Jesus Christ, then we can be assured that something
wonderful awaits us when we die. Consequently, a study of the afterlife
will give us confidence and hope in this life as we prepare for eternity.

Reason 5: It Will Help Us Maintain The Proper
Perspective In This Life

When we understand that this life is not all that there is, we are able to
make our daily decisions, as well as decisions about life and death, in light
of eternity. This can, and should, lead us to having a proper balance in
this life. Indeed, we realize that the choices we now make have eternal
ramifications.

Consequently, when we begin to understand this truth, then our lives will
be lived from an eternal perspective. Paul wrote about this in his letter to

the Romans. He said.

Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will give
us later (Romans 8:18 NLT).

The suffering which we experience in this life is really nothing compared
to the wonderful things which God has promised to those who believe.

Reason 6: It Gives Us Motivation For Godly Living
A correct understanding of the afterlife should motivate Christians to
godly living. Indeed, it will encourage us to live a life pleasing to God in

light of what is to come. John wrote to the believers.

And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure,
just as he is pure (1 John 3:3 NLT).
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We purify ourselves, or keep ourselves pure, because we know there is
something wonderful waiting for us in the future. Therefore, we live our
lives knowing this life is not the end of our existence.

Understanding these truths is indeed very practical. For example, in the
Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus said that we are to have our
treasures stored up in heaven rather than here upon the earth. He put it
this way.

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21 ESV).

The goal should be godly living in this life in preparation for the next life.
This should always be kept foremost in our minds.

Reason 7: It Will Give Us Great Comfort And
Encouragement When Believers Die

A study of the afterlife can be a comfort and encouragement for those
who have lost loved ones who have believed in Jesus Christ. Indeed, the
Bible makes it clear that death is not the end. Those who have died “in
Christ” will someday be reunited with their loved ones who have also
believed. Knowing this can be a source of great comfort.

In fact, after speaking of this hope, the Apostle Paul wrote the following
to the Thessalonians.

Therefore comfort one another with these words (1 Thessalonians
4:18 NKJV).

Great encouragement can be gained from such a study. We can be
comforted with the fact that our Christian friends and loved ones are
presently with Jesus and that someday we will see them again. This is
really great news!
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Reason 8: It Will Give Believers Compassion
For Those Which Are Lost

One of the results from a study of the subjects of death, dying and the
afterlife will be a genuine compassion for the lost. Indeed, we will begin
to view people as Jesus saw them, helpless and hopeless. The Bible says
the following about the Lord Jesus.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest” (Matthew 9:36-38 NRSV).

Jesus was moved with compassion for the lost. We should have the same
concern for those who do not know Him.

We also find that it is God’s desire that people turn away from their sins.
The Lord told Ezekiel.

Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and

live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O
house of Israel? (Ezckiel 33:11 NRSV)

Understanding that every human being will spend eternity either with the
Lord in heaven, or without Him in hell, should give us a sense of
compassion and urgency for those who do not know Jesus Christ.

Reason 9: It Will Serve As A Warning For Unbelievers

Studying about the afterlife can also serve as a warning for those who
have not believed in Jesus. Understanding what the future holds for them
can be a strong motivation for trusting Jesus Christ as their Savior.

To illustrate this truth, Jesus told a parable about a certain man who was
unprepared for the future.
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And he gave an illustration: “A rich man had a fertile farm that
produced fine crops. In fact, his barns were full to overflowing. He
said to himself, “What should I do? I don’t have room for all my
crops.” So he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger
ones. Then I'll have room enough to store everything. And I'll sit
back and say to myself, ‘My friend, you have enough stored away for
years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merryl” But God
said to him, “You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get
everything you worked for?’” Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly
wealth but not have a rich relationship with God (Luke 12:16-21
NLT).

From this parable of Jesus, we learn that this life should be looked at as
preparation for the next. Our choices here upon the earth will determine
where we will spend the next life. Like the rich man that Jesus spoke
about, those who do not believe in Christ need to realize that death can
come at any time. Consequently, everyone needs to be prepared to meet
their Maker. Indeed, it can happen when we least expect it!

Reason 10: We Will Realize That Justice Will
Eventually Be Done In The Universe

Finally, a biblical study of death, dying and the afterlife will show us that
justice will ultimately prevail in the universe. We will discover that God is
in control of all things. Indeed, it is His universe. There will come a time
when He will “right all the wrongs.”

The Lord Remembers The Deeds Of Believers

In fact, the Lord has kept a record of the behavior of everyone. The
prophet Malachi spoke of a “book, or scroll, of remembrance” for those
who believe in the Lord. He wrote.

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with each other, and the
LORD listened to what they said. In his presence, a scroll of
remembrance was written to record the names of those who feared
him and always thought about the honor of his name (Malachi 3:16
NLT).

© Don Stewart 14



Living In The Light Of Eternity

This book, or scroll, has been written for the purpose of rewarding
believers, not condemning them.

The Lord Remembers The Deeds Of Unbelievers

However, the Lord also remembers the deeds of those who have not
believed in Him. We read in the Book of Revelation about the ultimate
destiny of those who have rejected Him.

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The
earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place
for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had
done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each
person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second

death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life
was thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15 NIV)

God remembers all things. Nothing escapes Him, not a single thing.

Furthermore, we are told that God will judge everyone in a fair or
righteous manner which includes paying back the wrongdoer. The Bible
says.

For the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong has been
done, and there is no partiality (Colossians 3:25 NRSV).

The Apostle Paul also stated this truth to a crowd of skeptics in the city
of Athens. He said.

For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the
man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by
raising him from the dead (Acts 17:31 NIV)

God’s justice will eventually take place when He judges the world. This is
the consistent message of Scripture.
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Conclusion: The Subject Of The Afterlife Is Of Vast Importance

Because of the above reasons, we discover that the study of the aftetlife is
one of tremendous personal importance.

Indeed, the biblical description of death, dying, heaven and hell is
something which each of us should take the time to understand. Once we
do so, then we can propetly live our lives in the light of eternity.

Summary To Question 1
Why Are The Subjects Of Death, Dying,
And The Afterlife Worth Studying?

Some people wonder whether the subjects of the process of dying, the
inevitability of death, and of life beyond this life are really worth taking
the time to study. After all, we have to live in the “here and now.”

In addition, why study about something so awful to think about such as
death and dying as well as what might happen after we are gone?

However, we will not really know how to live properly in this life unless
we understand what the Bible has to say about the next life.

First, there is one very practical reason as to why we ought to study about
the end of this life as well as what awaits us in the next wotld; death is
inescapable. Indeed, we are all going to die and humanly speaking we
have no real answers as to what happens after death. Death is the great
unknown. So, how do we conduct our lives in this life knowing that death
awaits us?

Fortunately, there are answers! Indeed, it is the Bible and the Bible alone
has the authoritative answers on the subjects of death and life after death.
Only the Word of God provides us with accurate information about
death, dying, heaven and hell. If we want to know about this topic then
we must study the Bible.

In addition, misconceptions and uncertainty about the next world will be
cleared up with a biblical understanding of the afterlife. However, without
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a study of Scripture, the afterlife will remain a mystery to us. It will
remain “the great unknown.”

Moreover, a large part of Scripture is devoted to these topics. If God has
dedicated a substantial part of His Word to issues regarding death, dying,
and the afterlife, then it must be important. What is important to God
should be important to us. Therefore, we should take the time to study
these subjects.

There is also the confidence factor. For the believer in Jesus Christ,
confidence and hope should result from a study of the afterlife. Death
and the dying process do not have to hold us in the grip of fear. We
know that there is something infinitely better that awaits us after this life
is over.

There is another very practical aspect in studying about the afterlife.
Decisions can now be made in light of eternity. When we understand the
biblical teaching on life after death, then this will affect the way we make
our life-decisions. Realizing that we will be held accountable to God
should result in godly living. We will conduct our lives in such a way that
will please the Lord.

In addition, this study will encourage those of us who have deceased
loved ones who have believed in Jesus Christ. We realize we do not have
to sorrow as those who have no hope, the unbelievers. The believing
dead are presently with Jesus; they are in a much better place. We will see
them again when we join them! This knowledge will certainly comfort us
as we live out our daily lives.

There is also the motivation for evangelism, reaching the lost. Realizing
that each individual will spend eternity either with or without Christ is a
strong motivating force to reach the lost with the good news about Jesus.
There is a message we need to proclaim, indeed, we must proclaim!

There is also something in this study for the unbeliever. Knowing what
the future holds serves as a warning for those who do not know Jesus
Christ as their Savior. Judgment is coming. What we do in this life will
determine how and where we spend the next life. Studying about the
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afterlife makes clear the need for each individual to receive Christ as
Savior.

Finally, studying the subject of the afterlife will show us that justice will
eventually prevail in the universe when God rights the wrongs on
judgment day. Therefore, all accounts will be eventually settled fairly and
righteously. The wrongs in this life will be made right.

Therefore, we find that the study of death, dying, and the afterlife is not
merely an academic exercise. It has enormous practical value. Indeed, it
lays the foundation as to how we should live a life that is pleasing to God
in light of the eternity which we all are facing.
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Question 2

Where Did Death Come From? If God Created A Perfect World
Why Is There Death And Dying?

One of the problems that believers in the God of Scripture face is the
explanation of the origin of death. If the God of the Bible is a good God,
then why do people die? Do we die because He is not a good God?

Perhaps He is a good God who cannot do anything about the problem of
death and dying. In other words, He lacks the ability to deal with it. So
which is it? Is God not good or is God not all-powerful?

Actually, neither is the case. God is a good God and He is also all-
powerful.

Why then do people die? The Bible gives us the answer. It is because that
the human race made choices which brought about death and dying. In
fact, it was never God’s original intention for us. We can only discover
this by an examination of the first three chapters of Genesis.

The Biblical Explanation Of Death

The Bible has much to say concerning the subject of death. It tells us how
death originated, as well as how and why it is passed on. From Scripture,
we can discover the following truths about death and its origin.

1. There Was An Original Paradise

The Bible says that the heavens and earth were a direct result of the
supernatural creation by an All-Powerful God, the only God who exists.
The crown of God’s creation was humanity, man and woman.

While in the creation stories of many ancient cultures the formation of
the human race was basically an afterthought of the gods, in the biblical
account we are the highlight or the crown of His creation. The Bible
describes it this way.
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Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, after our
likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the
air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures
that move on the earth.” God created humankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them, male and female he created
them. (Genesis 1:26-27 NET).

Humans have been made in the image of God. This means we have
certain characteristics in common with God. For example, like God, we
are personal beings who can give and receive love. In addition, we can
have a relationship with Him. In other words, we are special to God.

The second chapter of Genesis gives further details on the creation of
Adam, the first man. It has this to say about how Adam was made.

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living creature (Genesis 2:7 ESV).

Adam was specially created by God. Indeed, the Lord lovingly formed
him from the dust of the ground and breathed life into his lifeless form.

Scripture also tells us about the creation of Eve. We read about the
wonderful way in which she was made. The Bible says.

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground
the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of
the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not
found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man (Genesis
2:18-22 ESV).
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God created Adam and Eve in His image and placed them in a perfect
environment. The Bible says that His entire creation was not just good, it
was “very good.”

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day
(Genesis 1:31 ESV).

This was a world with no pain, no sickness, and no death. God’s world
was perfect when He originally created it.

If this is the case, then why do we find an imperfect world with imperfect
peopler What happened to this perfection?

2. God Gave, Adam And Eve, The First Couple,
One Negative Commandment: Disobedience
Would Bring Death

The Bible then explains why the world finds itself in its current state.
There was only one thing humanity was not allowed to do; to eat from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We read in Genesis.

And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from
any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely
die” (Genesis 2:16,17 NIV).

The Lord put restrictions upon Adam and Eve that required obedience to
His will. God made it clear that disobedience would result in the death of
the man and the woman. They would live as long as they remained
obedient.

However, if they ate from the forbidden tree the result would be physical
death. This involves the eventual separation of the spirit from the body.
In fact, they would begin the death process the moment they disobeyed.
This was the warning which He gave them.
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3. The Serpent Promised They Would Be
As God In Some Sense

Scripture says that a loving all-powerful God gave humanity the
opportunity to choose their own fate. The Bible says, the tempter, Satan,
appeared in the form of a serpent in their perfect environment and told
them they could be like God if they only would eat from the forbidden
tree. Scripture says.

The snake was sneakier than any of the other wild animals that the
LORD God had made. One day it came to the woman and asked,
“Did God tell you not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden? . . .
God understands what will happen on the day you eat fruit from that
tree. You will see what you have done, and you will know the
difference between right and wrong, just as God does” (Genesis 3:1,5

CEV).
His promise was a lie. They could never be like God.
4. Paradise Was Lost For Humanity

The Bible says that humanity then fell from their perfect state. Ignoring
God’s warning, Adam and Eve sinned by eating the fruit. The Book of
Genesis explains it this way.

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she
took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it (Genesis 3:6 NI1V).

Humans lost that perfect relationship which they had with the Creator.
There was now a separation between the Creator and His creation. Adam

and Eve began to die the moment they ate the fruit of the tree.

While they did not immediately die physically, the death process had
started. This process could not be reversed.
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5. There Was God’s Judgment As A Result

The result of the Fall of Humanity was a series of judgments pronounced
by God. This includes the following.

A. There Was Judgment On Women

The judgment on women in general concerned the birth process as well
as her submissive role to her husband. The Bible says.

Then he [God] said to the woman, “You will bear children with
intense pain and suffering. And though your desire will be for your
husband, he will be your master” (Genesis 3:16 NLT).

The judgment on womanhood was pronounced. Indeed, there would be a
number of things they would have to suffer because of the Fall.

B. There Was Judgment On Men

The Bible says that God also pronounced judgment upon males as well as
females. God made it clear that Adam would have to work on the cursed
ground for his food. It would no longer be easy. The Bible puts it this
way.

And to Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate the
fruit I told you not to eat, I have placed a curse on the ground. All
your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. It will grow

thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains” (Genesis
3:17,18 NLT).

Men, like women, received their punishment. The ground would no
longer easily yield its food. Life would be difficult from now on.

C. Death To All Humanity Was The Result

Not only was the couple banished from paradise, but physical death was
now the result. The Lord said to Adam.
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All your life you will sweat to produce food, until your dying day.
Then you will return to the ground from which you came. For you
were made from dust, and to the dust you will return (Genesis 3:19
NLT).

The punishment went further. While Adam and Eve would experience
physical death as a result of their sin, death was also to be passed on to
everyone who would be born from then on.

The Apostle Paul would later write.

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all
sinned (Romans 5:12 NIV).

Sin came into being because of the disobedience of Adam. This resulted
in death being passed on to everyone because of his original sin.

Paul also wrote to the Corinthians.

Just as we will die because of Adam, we will be raised to life because
of Christ. Adam brought death to all of us, and Christ will bring life
to all of us (1 Corinthians 15:21-22 CEV).

Clearly, death is a result of the sin of Adam and it is has been passed on
to all of us.

Some Further Observations To Be Made About Death

From Scripture, we can make some other observations about death. They
are as follows.

Observation 1: Death Is The First And Last Effect Of Sin

Death was not only the first effect of sin, it also is the last thing from
which believers are saved. It is our enemy. Paul wrote.

The last enemy #hat shall be destroyed 7s death (1 Corinthians 15:26
KJV).
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Death is indeed our enemy since it is inevitable that all of us will die.
However, the good news is that it will someday be destroyed. Therefore,
though an enemy, death is a conquered enemy.

Observation 2: Death Is Both Normal And Abnormal

Depending upon the perspective, death is both normal and abnormal.
Death is normal in the sense that it is now the way life ends for fallen
humanity. Human beings, who are made from dust, will return to dust.
This is the manner in which our world now functions.

Observation 3: It Is Abnormal: It Was Not God’s Original Intention

There is also the abnormal sense of death. From the account in Genesis,
we discover that death is something that is abnormal. In other words, it
was never God’s original intention or His design. Death came as a result
of the choice of the first human pair to commit sin. Humans were created
to live, not to die. Death came to the human race as a punishment for sin.

Observation 4: Judgment Would Come After Death

In addition, all people are to be judged. The writer to the Hebrews
declared the fact that judgment was to come after death.

People die once, and after that they are judged (Hebrews 9:27 God’s
Word).

There is a judgment coming after death.

Conclusion: Death Was Not God’s Intention For The Human Race
In sum, we can conclude from the biblical evidence that death was not
God’s original intention; it only came about as a result of the sin of Adam
and Eve.

Therefore, the God of the Bible is not to be blamed for the way in which

our world presently finds itself. Indeed, our world today is not the same
world the Lord originally created.
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Summary To Question 2
Whete Did Death Come From? If God Created A Perfect World
Why Is There Death And Dying?

How can there be death and dying if God is a good God? This is one of
the most difficult questions which Christians face. It is usually stated
something like this. Either God is not a good God because He allows
death and dying, or He is a good God who is not capable or powerful
enough of dealing with the death problem.

Therefore, He must be either a weak God or an evil God. Which is it? Is
God a bad God or a weak God?

While this is the way the question is usually posed, neither answer is
correct. According to Scripture, death came about because of the choice
of the first humans. In other words, it was not God who brought death.
The biblical evidence is as follows.

In God’s original creation, there was no such thing as physical death.
Scripture says that the first human beings, Adam and Eve, were the
highlight of God’s perfect creation. They were made to live forever. Fach
of them was specially created by God and they were perfect in every
aspect. In fact, everything was perfect. Perfect people were living in a
perfect world.

Yet there was one negative commandment. God said that they could not
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil which was in the
midst of Eden. God warned Adam and Eve that disobedience to His
commandment would result in their death. The Bible says that the
tempter enticed the woman Eve to disobey God and to eat the forbidden
fruit. Adam deliberately disobeyed. After Adam and Eve ate from the tree
God then pronounced judgment upon them. This judgment included
physical death. Humans could no longer live forever in these bodies.
Adam and Eve immediately began to die. Death was then passed on to all
humans as a punishment for the sin of Adam and Eve. Death, therefore,
is something abnormal in God’s world. God created humans to live, not

die.

This is the biblical explanation of the origin of death.
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Question 3

Are We Humans Made Up Of Both Body
And Spirit Or Are We Merely A Body?

It is important that we understand that we humans are made up of more
than just a physical body. The Bible says that we have both a material
nature and a spiritual or non-material nature. This non-material part of us
is called the “spirit” or the “soul.” While the term soul can refer to a
number of things in Scripture, it often has the meaning of that non-
material part of us, the spirit. Context is always the deciding factor.

Knowing there is a distinction between the body and the spirit, or the
soul, will help us understand what the Bible has to say about death, dying,
and the afterlife.

From Scripture we learn a number of things about the body and the
spirit. This includes the following.

1. The Bible Makes A Distinction Between The Body And
The Spirit

Scripture says there is a distinction between the human body and the
human spirit. In the Book of Job we are told that humans have a spirit

within their body. We read.

But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him
understanding (Job 32:8 NI1V).

Therefore, Scripture describes a spirit which is within each of us.

The Bible speaks of God forming the human spirit within us. The
prophet Zechariah recorded the Lord saying the following.

The oracle of the word of the Lord concerning Israel: Thus declares

the Lord, who stretched out the heavens and founded the earth and
formed the spirit of man within him (Zechariah 12:1 ESV).
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The spirit and body are distinct. They can be compared to a house and
someone living in the house. The body is the house while the spirit
resides inside the house.

Elsewhere Scripture speaks of the spirit living within each of us. The
Apostle Paul wrote the following to the church at Corinth.

For what human being knows what is truly human except the human
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s
except the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 2:11 NRSV).

In another place in the same letter, Paul again makes the distinction
between body and spirit.

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s (1Corinthians 6:20 NKJV).

According to Scripture, the spirit lives within the body.
2. The History Of Creation Illustrates This Truth

We find further evidence of this from the history of creation. The Bible
says that God formed the first human, Adam, from the dust of the earth
and then breathed the breath of life into him. We read about this in the
second chapter of the Book of Genesis. It says.

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living creature (Genesis 2:7 ESV).

We note that this was a two-step process.

First, the body of the man, Adam, was formed from the dust of the
ground.

Second, God then breathed into him the breath of life. Only at that time

did Adam become a living being. This shows that the spiritual nature, or
non-physical nature, is distinct from the physical nature.
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When Adam was first formed he was merely a human body without life.
It was not until the spirit came into his body that Adam became alive.

Indeed, as James would later write, the body without the spirit is dead. He
put it this way.

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from
works is dead (James 2:26 ESV).

Consequently, the united testimony of Scripture is that we humans are
made up of more than just a material body. We have a spiritual
component also.

As we will see, it is this spiritual component that will exist forever; either
in the presence of the Lord or outside of His presence.

Summary To Question 3

Are Humans Made Up Of More Than Just A Body?

God has made human beings with a body and a “spirit” which is
sometimes called the “soul.” In other words, there is a material part of us,
the body, as well as an immaterial part of us, the spirit or soul.

This is illustrated in the creation of the first human being, Adam. He was
made up of both body and spirit. His body was first formed and then
God breathed into his lifeless body the breath of life. At that time he
became alive.

The remainder of Scripture testifies to the fact that we have this material
part of us as well as this immaterial part of us.

This is an important starting point for us to understand what the Bible
has to say about death, dying, and the afterlife.
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Question 4

According To The Bible, What Is
The Meaning Of Physical Death?

No matter what our status in life, rich or poor, young or old, sooner or
later our bodies will cease to function, we will die. The frequency rate of
death has been the same from the beginning; one person, one death.
Nothing can keep this from happening to us. Nothing.

As we are all aware, death brings pain to everyone. It does not matter
what words are said over the dead body, or how normal the corpse looks
when it is all dressed up. When someone has been lost, we ask ourselves,
“What happens next?”

Consequently, it is important that we discover what the Bible, God’s
authoritative Word, says about this subject.

From a study of Scripture, there are a number of important things which
we can learn about this subject of death.

1. The Bible Emphasizes That This Life Is Only Temporary

To begin with, Scripture recognizes that this life is only temporary. We do
not have that many days in this world. The psalmist wrote.

Show me, O LORD, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me
know how fleeting is my life (Psalm 39:4 NIV).

Life is described as fleeting. Indeed, all of us are only here for a brief
moment.

In another place we read how temporary life is. The psalmist explained it
this way.

As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of

the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place
knows it no more (Psalm 103:15,16 NRSV).
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This life is short. There is no doubt about it.
2. The Main Idea Behind Death Is Separation

As we noted in the previous question, we humans are made up of both
body and spirit. In the Bible, the main idea behind the word “death” is
“separation.” Thus, physical death, in the biblical sense, is the separation
of the spirit from the body.

For example, Adam’s natural life began with the union of the body and
the spirit. His death was the separation of the two. Whenever physical
death is spoken of in Scripture, it has the same idea, the separation of the
spirit from the physical body.

God spoke of Adam’s body returning to dust. We read the following in
Genesis.

By the sweat of your brow, you will produce food to eat until you
return to the ground, because you were taken from it. You are dust,
and you will return to dust (Genesis 3:19 God’s Word).

The body, which is made up of dust, will return to dust. The remainder of
Scripture teaches the same truth; physical death is the separation of the
body from the spirit.

The Spirit Departs From The Body In Death

The Bible consistently testifies that death is the giving up, or the
departure of, the spirit from the body. Luke records this happening to
Jesus the moment of His death. He wrote.

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit
my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last (Luke 23:46

NIV).

Jesus committed His spirit to the Lord. In other words, He willingly gave
it up so that He could die.
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The Spirit Returns To The Body In A Resuscitation

Another biblical example, that death is the departure of the spirit from
the body, can be found in the raising of Jairus’ daughter. This young girl
had just died when the Lord Jesus came to bring her back to life. We
should note that this was a resuscitation or a re-animation of her lifeless
body. The Bible explains what happened in this manner.

So He took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit
returned, and she got up at once. Then He gave orders that she be
given something to eat (Luke 8:54,55 CSB).
The Bible describes her coming back to life as “her spirit returning to
her.” This is another illustration of death as the departure of the spirit,

the non-material part of us. The Book of James makes this abundantly
clear. James wrote how the body and the spirit work together.

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also (James 2:26 NKJV).

Thus, the spirit leaves the human body at death.

3. Dying Begins Immediately

It is interesting to note that from the moment we are born, we begin to
die. Indeed, the human body is described as a body of death. Paul wrote

to the Romans.

Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? (Romans 7:24 NET)

Our bodies are characterized by death. In fact, they are in the midst of
dying,.

4. Death Is A Process

Sometimes in Scripture death is looked at as a process. In other words, it
is not something that comes upon us suddenly or unexpectedly. Indeed, it

© Don Stewart 32



Living In The Light Of Eternity

is the end of the long process of the wilting and the decay of our mortal
bodies.

Consequently, it is spoken of as the gradual weakening of the body. This
weakening ultimately ends in death, the cessation of bodily functions.

The Apostle Paul explained it this way in his first letter to the church in
Corinth.

So death is at work in us, but life in you. . . So we do not lose heart.
Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day (2 Corinthians 4:12,16 NRSV).

Death is a process that is working in all of us. Indeed, from the moment
we are born the process begins to take place.

5. Death Is An Enemy

Physical death, the separation of the body from the spirit, is described in
Scripture as an enemy of humanity. Paul wrote to the Corinthians with
the following description of death.

The last enemy #hat shall be destroyed 7s death (1 Corinthians 15:26
KJV).

Death is an enemy of humanity. We can all testify to this!
6. It Is The End Of Life As Far As Humans Know

As far as human knowledge is concerned, death is the end of all life and
existence for that person. It is the place of no return.

We read about this in Ecclesiastes. It says.

For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing;
they have no further reward, and even the memory of them is
forgotten . . . Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your
might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working
nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom (Ecclesiastes 9:5,10 NIV).
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As far as we can observe from our human vantage point the dead do not
know anything, neither are they able to accomplish anything else here
upon the earth.

In the Book of Job, we read the following description of what happens to
the dead.

Just as a cloud dissipates and vanishes, those who die will not come
back. They are gone forever from their home--never to be seen again

(Job 7:9,10 NLT).

As far as this world is concerned, the dead are gone forever. We know
that they will never return to us in this life.

The Old Testament character Job also made this statement about what
happens when a person dies. He said.

Before I go, never to return, to the land of gloom and deep darkness
(Job 10:21 NRSV).

Again we note, as far as this life is concerned, death is a land of “no
return.”

Consequently, if there is any type of conscious existence after death, the
answer has to come from some other source than human reason or
observation. Indeed, it must come from divine revelation. Undeniably,
from mere human observation death is a depressing and frightful subject.

The good news is that divine revelation from the Living God, the Bible,
does provide the answer to what happens after the spirit leaves the body.
There is something beyond this life! There is a conscious existence on
“the other side.”

Summary To Question 4
What Is Physical Death?

In Scripture, the main idea behind death is separation. Physical death is
the separation of the spirit from the body. A person dies when their spirit
leaves their body.
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The first human being, Adam was made up of both body and spirit. His
body was first formed and then God breathed into his lifeless body the
breath of life. At that time he became alive. When the spirit leaves or
separates from the body, then physical death occurs.

After the sin of Adam and Eve judgment was pronounced upon the
human race. This punishment included physical death. Adam was told
that his body, which was made of dust, would one day return to dust.
Because sin has now entered our world, this process of dying begins at
the moment we are born.

While physical death is an enemy of humanity it is an inescapable fact,
something we all must face. All of us will die.

In addition, as far as we can tell from a human perspective, death ends
everything. Life is over and that dead person no longer exists.

Consequently, if there is such a thing as life after death the answer must
come from somewhere other than human observation.

Fortunately, we do have the authoritative answers to questions about life
after death. These answers are found in the Scripture and the Scripture
alone. Consequently, from a study of the Word of God, we will discover
that death will hold no ultimate fear for the believer.
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Question 5

What Different Terms Does The Bible
Use To Describe Physical Death?

Death is a reality. There is no denying it. The fact of physical death is
described in a number of different ways by the writers of Scripture. They
are as follows.

1. Death Is Breathing One’s Last

One dies when they “breathe their last.”” We read of this in the Book of
Genesis in the description of the death of Ishmael, the oldest son of
Abraham. The Bible says.

Altogether, Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He
breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his people
(Genesis 25:17 N1V).

The end of life is when we take our last breath.

2. The Dead Have Been Gathered To Their People

When the patriarch Jacob died, he is said to have been, “gathered to his
people.” This description is also found in Genesis. The Bible says.

When Jacob had finished instructing his sons, he drew his feet into
the bed and died. He was gathered to his people (Genesis 49:33
CSB).

Death is equated to gathering to ones people.

3. The Dead Give Up Their Spirit

When Jesus died, the Bible says, “He gave up His spirit.” This is the
description of His death as recorded in the Gospel of John. It says.

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit (John 19:30 ESV).
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The spirit leaves the body at death. In the case of Jesus, He willingly gave
it up.

4. The Dead Put Off Their Tent
Peter spoke of his death as the “putting off of a tent.” He wrote this
description in his second letter as he was about to die. He described his

death as follows.

Knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus
Christ showed me (2 Peter 1:14 NKJV).

The tent of flesh is put off at death.

5. The Dead Wither Or Fade Away

A graphic depiction of death is given to us in the Book of Job. In this
instance, death is spoken of as “withering away” or “fading away.” We

read.

He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow
and does not continue (Job 14:2 NKJV).

Withering, or fading, away like a flower is the analogy used of death. It is
a picture which all of us can understand. In addition, he also used the
analogy of a shadow that does not continue. This is another graphic
image of death.

6. Death Is Going Down Into Silence

The psalmist spoke of death as “going down into silence.” He wrote.

The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any that go down into
silence (Psalm 115:17 NRSV).

The dead are silent. Indeed, we hear nothing further from them. We go

into this mode of silence when we die and we are never heard from again
in this life.
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7. Death Is The Way Of No Return

Job spoke of his death as going on a “journey where there is no return.”
In this life, there is no returning from the dead. Once we are dead we
remain dead. Thus, we have this description of death.

For when a few years have come I shall go the way from which I
shall not return (Job 16:22 ESV).

There is no return from death for any of us. Physical life is over.
8. God Requires The Soul At Death

In a parable that Jesus gave, He spoke of death as “God requiring the
soul.” In Luke’s gospel we read our Lord saying the following.

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you,
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be (Luke 12:20

ESV).
God requires the soul, or demands the life, of the person who dies. We
should also note that in this story it is God Himself who made the
decision as to when this particular person was to die.

9. Death Is Sleep

Jesus referred to Lazarus’ death as “sleep.” We read the following in
John’s gospel about how his demise was described.

Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now 1 will go
and wake him up” (John 11:11 NLT).

Death is compared to sleep. This illustrates that there is no understanding
of those who have died as to what is happening around them.
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10. Death Is Like Water Spilled On The Ground

Death is compared to water being spilled on the ground that cannot be
gathered again. This vivid illustration is found in the Book of Second
Samuel. It says.

Like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be recovered, so we
must die (2 Samuel 14:14 NIV).

Water that is spilled upon the ground cannot be recovered, it is lost
forever. This is how death appears to the living.

11. The Dead Join Their Ancestors

Death means going to be with “your ancestors.” The Lord gave this
illustration to Moses when He told him that his death was impending.
The Bible says.

The LORD said to Moses, “Soon you will lie down with your
ancestors” (Deuteronomy 31:16 NRSV).

Moses was to join his ancestors in death. As they were in the grave, so he
would be. However, as they were alive in the next wotld, so he would be
alsol

12. The Earthly Tent Is Destroyed In Death
Death is the destruction of the “earthly tent.” As we observed, Peter
referred to his impending death as the “putting off of his tent.” Paul
added the word “earthly” in describing our bodies. He wrote.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the

heavens (2 Corinthians 5:1 NRSV).

Our body is compared to an earthly tent that is only here temporarily.
Like everything else on this earth, it is not meant to last forever.
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13. Death Is Departing

The Apostle Paul spoke of his death as “departing.” He wrote to the
Philippians about his desire to depart and to be with Christ.

I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be
with Christ, for that is far better (Philippians 1:23 NRSV).

When one dies they leave or depart the body.
14. The Dead Return To Dust

Adam, the first human was told that he would “return to dust.” God said
the following to him when he ate of the forbidden fruit.

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to
the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return (Genesis 3:19 NIV).

Man, who was made from the dust, would return to the materials from
which he was created. Dust to dust.

15. Death Is Symbolized As Something Material

Death is symbolized in Scripture as something material. In the Book of
Revelation we read of the following description of death by Jesus.

He said.

I am the living one who died. Look, I am alive forever and ever! And
I hold the keys of death and the grave (Revelation 1:18 NLT).

Jesus holds “the keys” to death and the grave. Since death is described

here as something material, in the future, it will be able to be thrown into
the lake of fire.

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14 NRSV).
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There will come a time when death will cease to be.

These various illustrations of death and dying give us an idea of what the
end of life meant as far as the biblical writers were concerned.

Context, Context, Context

There is something which we must appreciate. Each of these statements
must be considered in their immediate context. Consequently, we must
recognize that, at times, the perspective is from an observational point of
view.

In other words, it looks at death from the viewpoint of those still living.
To those of us who are living, death looks like the end. Accordingly, it
looks like the dead are forever gone.

However, the biblical teaching is that death is not the end. Indeed, there
is life after death. Therefore, let us not make the mistake of seeing these
verses in isolation and then concluding that the Bible teaches that death is
the end of all existence. It is not. Scripture is clear on this fact.

After death every human being will go to one of two destinations. They
will either be eternally in the wondrous presence of the Lord or they will
be forever separated from Him. There is no third option.

Summary To Question 5
What Different Terms Does The
Bible Use To Describe Physical Death?

The Bible recognizes the fact that human beings will die. Indeed, we live
in a fallen world which has been judged by God and one of the
judgments is physical death. Consequently there are a number of different
descriptions of death found in the Word of God.

They include such phrases as breathing ones last, being gathered to their
people, giving up the spirit, withering away, going down in silence, going
the way of no return, God requiring the soul, like water falling on the
ground, the earthly tent destroyed, departing, sleep, and returning to dust.
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Each of these descriptions gives us a vivid picture of the biblical
perspective of death.

We must recognize that, at times, the perspective is that of a human
observer. Consequently, it looks at death from the vantage point of those
still living. To those of us who are living, death looks like the end of all
existence.

However, in other instances, we have the divine viewpoint of death;
death is not seen as the end. In fact, there is an existence beyond the
grave for everyone. This is the biblical teaching on the subject.

Therefore, when we read the different descriptions the Bible gives us of
death, we must be careful to understand the perspective of the writer.
What is he saying in that particular context? This will avoid any confusion
on our part of attempting to determine what the Bible teaches about this
important subject.
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Question 6
Can The Spirit, Or Soul, Be Destroyed?

As we have observed, the Bible teaches that human beings are made up
of both body and spirit. Life begins when the two are united, and life
ends when the two are separated.

What about the immaterial part of humans? As we mentioned, the Bible
sometimes calls it “the spirit” and other times refers to it as “the soul.”
Can this part, known as the spirit or the soul, die? Does the soul become
extinct upon death?

The Bible has much to say about this issue. We can make the following
important observations.

The Bible Says The Immaterial Part Cannot Become Nonexistent
From the first page of the Bible until the last, Scripture consistently
teaches that humans have an immaterial part that will last forever. It is
not possible for the soul, or spirit, to become nonexistent.

Indeed, according to Scripture life and death should not be seen as
existence and non-existence. Death is simply a transition to a different
mode of existence. Therefore, life and death should be viewed as two
different states of existence.

We will cite just a few examples of the biblical teaching on the subject.

What The Old Testament Says About
The Death Of The Spirit Or Soul

First, we will look at what the Old Testament says about the death of the
spirit or the soul. This is the foundational biblical teaching on the subject.
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1. Judgment Was Pronounced Upon Adam

When judgment was pronounced upon Adam for sinning against the
Lord, it was his body that was judged to go back to its original elements.
Scripture says.

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to
the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return (Genesis 3:19 NIV).

The spirit, however, was not judged to return to dust because it was
breathed into Adam by the breath of God. The body became dust, but
the spirit went elsewhere. Never do we find the Bible teaching that the
spirit can be annihilated or become extinct. Indeed, it cannot.

2. We Are Made For Eternity

Scripture teaches that we humans have been made for all of eternity. The
writer of Ecclesiastes put it this way.

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity
in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done

from beginning to end (Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV).

One part of us, our soul, has been made to live forever. Death is not the
end. Indeed, eternity has been placed in our hearts.

3. The Distinction Between Body And
Spirit Implies Continual Life

The distinction that the Bible makes between the body and the spirit is
taught in such a way as to imply continual life of the spirit after the body
dies. The Bible says.

The dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God
who gave it (Ecclesiastes 12:7 ESV).

The spirit will continue to exist, the body does not.
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4. There Is The Existence Of A Place Of The Dead

The fact that the Scriptures speak of a place where the dead exist shows
they have not been utterly annihilated. Isaiah the prophet spoke of the
dead in this manner.

The grave below is all astir to meet you at your coming; it rouses the
spirits of the departed to greet you--all those who were leaders in the
wotld; it makes them rise from their thrones--all those who were
kings over the nations (Isaiah 14:9 NIV).

There is an actual place where the dead reside. They do go somewhere;
they do not go out of existence.

5. Enoch And Elijah Did Not Die

Two Old Testament characters, Enoch and Elijah, did not die, but rather
went to be with the Lord. In Genesis we read of Enoch.

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him
(Genesis 5:24 NKJV).

Of Elijah, it was said that he did not die. His exit from the earth is
described in Second Kings. It says the following.

And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven (2 Kings 2:11 ESV).

This certainly implies existence beyond the grave. Since they did not die,
something must have happened to them and their bodies. They went

somewhere.

Therefore, we have the Old Testament teaching that the immaterial part
of humans is not destroyed. It survives beyond this life.
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What The New Testament Says About The Spirit Or Soul

The New Testament, like the Old Testament also has much to say about
those who have died. This includes the following.

1. Jesus Promised Eternal Life To Those Who Believe

To those who put their faith in Him, Jesus promised eternal life. We read
of a conversation between Jesus and Martha, the sister of the dead man
Lazarus. The Gospel of John says.

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again. They
are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish. Do
you believe this, Martha?” (John 11:25,26 NLT).

Clearly this speaks of life after this life. Obviously He was not talking
about physical death when He said those who believe in Him would

never die. All of us do die. Yet there is part of each of us which will never
die.

2. Jesus Said Abraham, Isaac, And Jacob Are Still Alive

In a dialogue with the Sadducees, Jesus spoke of the existence of those
who had previously died. Matthew records Jesus saying.

And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was
said to you by God, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob’? He is God not of the dead, but of the living
(Matthew 22:31,32 NRSV).

Though Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had been long dead when God spoke
to Moses, God said to him, “I a» the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.” He did not say “I was their God.”

According to Jesus, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were still living, though

they had died physically. Their death upon the earth did not end their
existence.
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This is an early biblical reference to the fact that the dead do not go out
of existence. The body dies, but the spirit or soul lives on.

3. There Will Be Judgment Upon All Of Humanity

Jesus also spoke of the judgment of the human race. In John’s Gospel He
spoke of a time when everyone would be judged. He said.

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in
the graves will hear His voice and come forth--those who have done
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation (John 5:28,29 NKJV).

If the dead are going to be judged when the graves are opened, then
obviously life does not end with physical death. There must be some type
of existence beyond the grave if the human race is going to be judged.

4. The Spirit Or Soul Cannot Be Annihilated

The Scripture says the spirit, or soul, cannot be annihilated. While the
body may die, the spirit will live on. Death, therefore, is not the end of
conscious life. Indeed, it is the separation of the body and the spirit. The
spirit, however, lives on in another realm. Therefore, the body is only the
temporary residence of humans. Jesus said.

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell
(Matthew 10:28 NKJV).

Destroy has the idea of punish, not annihilate. The destruction of the soul

means separation from the life of God. Though living, the soul of the
unbeliever has no connection whatsoever to God.

5. There Are Souls Under The Altar

The Bible speaks of souls of the dead being under the altar. We read of
this in the Book of Revelation. It says the following.
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When the lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls
of those who had been slaughtered because of God’s word and the
testimony they had given about him (Revelation 6:9 God’s Word).

These people still existed after their physical death. This is a further
indication that physical death does not end our existence. We will live on
after death, all of us.

6. There Is A Second Death

There is a “second death.” If death were the end of existence, then why
does the Bible speak of the second death of unbelievers? Scripture says.

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one
who conquers will not be hurt by the second death (Revelation
2:10,11 ESV).

The idea of a second death for unbelievers is another indication that
physical death is not the end of existence. A second death assumes there
will be a “first death.” Therefore, there can be another death after
physical death.

7. Moses And Elijah Were At The Mount Of
Transfiguration With Jesus

At the transfiguration of Jesus, Moses and Elijah appeared with Him on
the mountain. Matthew records the following.

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him
(Matthew 17:3 NKJV).

This gives further testimony to life after death. Moses had been dead for
over a thousand years. Elijah had been taken up in a whirlwind to the
presence of the Lord hundreds of years earlier. Yet here they were with
Jesus. Obviously they survived beyond the grave.
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8. Believers Will Be With Christ

Paul wrote to the Philippians that he wanted to be with Christ. This
means he wanted to be with the Lord in the next world. He put it this
way.

I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be
with Christ, for that is far better (Philippians 1:23 NRSV).

This is another indication of continued existence after death. Paul was
assured that if he died he would be with Christ.

9. We Have The Desire To Live Forever

The Bible also says that the great saints of Scripture were looking to a
better existence beyond this life. The writer to the Hebrews said.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but
having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they
had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is,
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a
city (Hebrews 11:13-16 ESV).

Humanity is looking forward to something better; something that God
has promised to those who love Him. This promise, however, will not be
realized in this present world.

10. Nothing Can Separate Us From God

Finally, the Bible says that nothing will separate the believer from the love
of God, not even death. Paul wrote to the Romans.

I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love
which Christ Jesus our Lord shows us. We can’t be separated by
death or life, by angels or rulers, by anything in the present or

© Don Stewart 49



Living In The Light Of Eternity

anything in the future, by forces or powers in the world above or in
the world below, or by anything else in creation (Romans 8:38,39
God’s Word).

Nothing means nothing! Not even death! The believer cannot be
separated from God. Not now, not ever. Nothing can keep us apart.
Therefore, from the totality of Scripture it is clear that the immaterial part
of us, the spirit or soul, survives death.

Consequently while death may end our relationships and plans here upon
the earth, it is not the end of us. Death is never seen as extinction,
nonexistence, or annihilation. Indeed, it is always separation.

Physical death is, therefore, the separation of the spirit or soul from the
human body. The body lies in the grave but the spirit lives on. This is
what the Bible teaches on the subject.

Summary To Question 6
Can The Spirit, Or Soul, Be Destroyed?

The Bible says that the body of a human being will return to dust upon
death. We were originally made from the ground and we will return to the
ground. However, the spirit or soul, which is our real essence, survives.
Consequently, the spiritual or immaterial part of us can never die.

According to Scripture, physical life and physical death are two states of
existence. They are not to be viewed as states of existence and non-
existence. We still exist whether or not we have died physically. Our spirit
survives the grave. Thus, death in Scripture is always separation; it is
never annihilation or non-existence. So our life never ends. This is the
consistent teaching in both testaments.

Consequently, the Bible can speak of a second death for unbelievers. This
implies that physical death is not all that there is. There is life after this
life.

Therefore, the spirit or soul can never be destroyed. It will live on for all
eternity. This is the message of Scripture from the first page to the last.
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Question 7

In What Sense Do Human
Beings Have Immortality?

The Scripture teaches that death is not the end of our existence. The
Bible says that the spirit, or soul, of humans will exist forever.

This brings up the issue of immortality. If human beings are going to live
forever, does this mean that they are immortal? If humans are immortal,
then in what sense do they have immortality? What does the Bible have
to say about all of these questions?

The following points need to be made.
1. God Alone Has Immortality

Immortality means not subject to death. The Bible says God alone has
immortality. In speaking of God, Paul wrote the following to Timothy.

Who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom
no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever.
Amen. (1 Timothy 6:16 NIV).

Another translation puts it this way.

He is the only one who cannot die. He lives in light that no one can
come near. No one has seen him, nor can they see him. Honor and
power belong to him forever! Amen (1 Timothy 6:16 God’s Word).

In this passage we see that immortality is something that is part and
parcel with the nature of God. He alone has it. Angels do not have it,
other created beings, such as the cherubim and seraphim do not have it,
humans do not have it. The Scripture teaches that only God has life in
Himself.

Jesus emphasized this. He said.

For just as the Father has life in himself (John 5:26 NRSV).
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Only God is deathless in His essence. He alone is immortal in this sense
of the term. This can be said of no other being in the entire universe.

2. Immortality Is Imparted By God

While God alone has immortality, it is something that He imparts to
those who believe in Him. The Old Testament taught that immortality
would result by living righteously before God.

We read in the Book of Proverbs.

In the way of righteousness there is life; along that path is
immortality (Proverbs 12:28 NIV).

While God alone is immortal, He can and does impart it to mortals. Only
He is able to do this.

The New Testament Teaching On Immortality

The New Testament also says that God grants immortality to humans
who trust in Him. Again, it is emphasized that He alone has the authority
to do this.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Church of Corinth about this subject of
immortality. He made the following statements.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption,
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory” (1
Corinthians 15:53,54 NKJV).

We Learn Three Important Truths

From this passage in First Corinthians, we discover three important
things about the subject of immortality.
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First, immortality is given only to believers; there is no mention of
unbelievers receiving it. Therefore, it is more than endless existence.

Second, it is a gift from God that believers will receive in the future at
Christ’s coming,.

Finally, immortality refers not only to the soul or spirit, but the body is
also included. Believers become immortal when this mortal body puts on
an immortal body.

We can make some further observations.
A. Immortality Is Brought By Jesus Christ

God the Son, Jesus Christ, brought immortality to the believer. Speaking
of the Lord Jesus, the Apostle Paul wrote the following.

Who has saved us and called #s with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, But has now been
revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel (2 Timothy 1:9,10 NKJV).

Jesus Christ brings immortality to mortal humans.

B. We Are Not Immortal By Nature

Therefore, according to the Bible, humanity is not immortal by nature.
The human soul, or spirit, survives death, but the body does not.
Immortality is achieved when the body of the believer is raised and
transformed and then united with the soul.

C. We Have An Immortal Inheritance

The Bible also says that Christians have an inheritance awaiting them that
is immortal. Peter wrote the following.
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven
for you (1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV).

Note that our inheritance as believers in Christ can never perish, spoil or
fade! This promise is for all who trust Jesus Christ. This is one of the
wonderful things which await those of us who have believed in Him.

D. Immortality Is Not The Same Thing As Resurrection

We must realize that immortality is not the same thing as the resurrection
from the dead. Immorality occurs at the time of the resurrection when
the believer receives a new body from the Lord but it is not the same as
the resurrection. There is a distinction between the two.

E. Immortality Is Not The Same As Eternal Life

Immortality is not the same as eternal life. Believers receive eternal life
the moment they trust Christ. Jesus defined eternal life in this way.

Now this is eternal life--that they know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you sent (John 17:3 NET).

Eternal life consists of a relationship with a person, Jesus Christ. Indeed,
eternal life begins the moment we put our faith in Christ.

F. There Are Differences Between
God’s Immortality And Ours

We can sum up the difference between the immortality of God and that
of humans as follows. Immortality is basic to the nature of God, not
humanity. God is immortal; those humans who believe God’s promises
have immortality because He gives it to them.

Hence, God is immortal in His essence; believers have a derived
immortality. God had no beginning or end. Those humans who have put
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their faith in the God of the Bible have had a beginning but will have no
end. These are some of the differences between us and God.

Do Unbelievers Have Immortality?

If only believers in the God of the Bible have immortality, what can we
conclude about the state of unbelievers? Scripture says that unbelievers
will exist forever, but they will exist apart from the life of God. They do
not have immortality in the biblical sense of the term.

Immortality consists of eternal life in Jesus Christ. Unbelievers have no
such life, so they are not immortal according to the biblical understanding
of the word. However, they do continue to exist eternally.

Summary To Question 7
In What Sense Do Human Beings Have Immortality?

There are a number of things that are important to learn about the
subject of immortality.

For one thing, only the God of the Bible is immortal, or deathless, by
nature. He is the only immortal being in the entire universe. Angels, as
well as other created beings, such as the cherubim and seraphim, are not
immortal. Indeed, they all had a beginning. This is primary for us to
understand.

While only the Lord has immortality by nature, He, however, imparts
immortality to those who believe in God the Son, Jesus Christ. At His
return, believers in Christ will receive a glorified, immortal body that will
be united with their spirit.

Technically, immortality is not the same as cternal life. Eternal life is
received the moment a person trusts Christ as Savior. The Bible says
believers presently possess eternal life.

However, our immortality occurs at the resurrection of the body because

immortality involves the uniting of the spirit with our new glorified body.
Therefore, our immortality is something we will receive in the future.
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Such is not the case with those who reject Jesus Christ. Although
unbelievers will exist forever, they are cut off from the life of God, and
do not have immortality in the biblical sense. Therefore, according to the
Bible, immortality is more than eternal existence.

In sum, human beings who believe in Jesus Christ have immortality,
unbelievers do not. This immortality is given by the God of the Bible to
those who believe in Him. Moreover, it is given by Him alone. He alone
has immortality, He alone can grant it to others.
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Question 8
What Is Spiritual Death?

Apart from physical death, Scripture speaks of another type of death.
This is known as spiritual death. When we examine the Bible, we find out
the following about this other type of death.

1. Spiritual Death Is Spiritual Separation

Spiritual death is when a person is alive physically, but dead spiritually. All
of us are born spiritually dead or separated from God. The Lord said to
Adam.

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die (Genesis 2:17

ESV).

Adam and Eve died spiritually at the time that they sinned. In other
words, they became different beings than the ones God had originally
created. Indeed, their sin separated them from God. They also began to
die physically.

2. We Are Separated From God By Our Sinful Nature

Humanity is now separated from God because of our sinful nature. Jesus
talked about what happens to those who have believed in Him, they have
passed from death unto life.

Very truly, 1 tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but
has passed from death to life (John 5:24 NRSV).

Our sins have separated us from a holy God. We are under His judgment
unless we receive the forgiveness which Christ offers. Once that happens
we pass “from death to life.”

Paul says the mind-set or sinful nature of the unbeliever is death. He
wrote the following to the Romans.
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If your sinful nature controls your mind, there is death (Romans 8:6
NLT).

Though physically alive and in good health, people, apart from Jesus
Christ, are now spiritually dead. It is their fallen sinful nature which
controls them.

3. Believers Were Once Spiritually Dead
While Physically Alive

Not only is humanity separated from the Living God by nature, humans
are also hostile to Him. The Apostle Paul spoke of believers in the
following way.

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many
sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying
the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is
the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All
of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject
to God’s anger, just like everyone else (Ephesians 2:1-3 NLT).

These believers had been spiritually dead because of their sin. Previously
they had lived a life of open hostility to the Lord. Indeed, they followed
their own passions rather than following the things of the Lord. That was
their past.

4. Paul Said He Was Spiritually Dead

Paul wrote about himself being spiritually dead in the past. He said the
following to the Romans.

At one time I lived without understanding the law. But when I learned
the command not to covet, for instance, the power of sin came to life,
and I died (Romans 7:9,10 NLT).

Like the rest of us, the Apostle Paul was once spiritually dead.
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5. The Wayward Son Was Spiritually Dead

In Jesus’ parable, the wayward son was said to have been spiritually dead.
In the story the father said the following to the older son.

We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and
has come back to lifel He was lost, but now he is found (Luke 15:32
NLT).

The son was in a state of spiritual death when he was separated from his
father.

6. Widows Living For Pleasure Are Spiritually Dead

Paul gives a graphic description of widows who live for the sake of
pleasure or self-indulgence rather than living for the Lord.

But the widow who lives only for pleasure is spiritually dead even
while she lives (1Timothy 5:6 NLT)

Even though they are alive physically, spiritually they are dead.
7. Spiritual Death Is A Result Of Sin

We again stress what the Scripture teaches. The reason we are all born
spiritually dead has to do with original sin. We receive our fallen nature
from our parents.

After Adam and Eve sinned, the death sentence was pronounced. All
other humans have been born with their sinful nature (the exception to
this was the Lord Jesus who was born without sin). Therefore, each of us
comes into the world spiritually separated from God. In other words, we
inherit a sinful nature.

8. There Is A Remedy For Spiritual Death

Fortunately, none of us have to remain spiritually dead. When a person
trusts Jesus Christ as their Savior they become “born again.” This brings
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the individual into a relationship with God. Jesus said a person must be
born again to enter God’s kingdom.

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you
cannot see the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3 NLT).

Therefore, to have any relationship with God we must be born again.
There is simply no other way to get to heaven.

The Apostle John stated it simply.

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life (1 John 5:12 NIV)

Those who have Jesus Christ have life. On the other hand, those who do
not have Jesus do not have life. As Scripture emphasizes, they are
spiritually dead.

Life or death? It is our choice.

Summary To Question 8
What Is Spiritual Death?

The Bible speaks of the subject of death in a number of ways. One of
these ways is known as spiritual death. Since death has the idea of
separation, spiritual death is spiritual separation from God. All of us are
born spiritually dead, or separated from God. This is because all of us
have inherited the sin nature from Adam and Eve.

When this first couple sinned against the Lord they became separated
from God in a spiritual sense. They passed their sin nature to the rest of
us. The only exception has been the Lord Jesus. Indeed, He had no sin
nature and consequently He was not born spiritually separated from God.

This means people can be physically alive and yet spiritually dead at the

same time. In fact, the Bible gives a number of illustrations of those who
are physically alive yet spiritually dead.
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Thus, the spiritual deadness of a person does not impair their physical
well-being. They may be in perfect health yet they are spiritually separated
from the Lord.

The only remedy for spiritual death is the new birth which Jesus spoke
about. When a person is “born again” by believing in Jesus Christ as their
Savior they are no longer separated from God in a spiritual sense. Instead
the broken relationship between themselves and the living God has been
mended. They are now spiritually alive. Indeed, they will remain spiritually
alive for all eternity.
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Question 9

What Is The Second Death,
Or Eternal Death?

Physical death is the separation of the spirit from the body. Spiritual
death is the separation of human beings from the Lord in a spiritual
sense. All of us are born spiritually separated from the Lord, there are no
exceptions.

There Is A Third Type Of Death

There is a third type of death which is taught in Scripture that is different
from spiritual death and physical death. This is known as “eternal death,”
or the “second death.” In the Book of Revelation, we read of this second
death. It says.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death
(Revelation 2:11 ESV).

Unless spiritual death is reversed in this life, the result will be eternal
death or the “second death.” This is unending separation between God
and all who reject Him. There are several things that need to be
understood about the second death.

1. Believers Are Not Affected By The Second Death

To begin with, believers are not affected by the second death. This
wonderful truth is taught in the Book of Revelation. It says.

Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over
such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God
and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years
(Revelation 20:6 ESV).

The second death has no authority over those who believe in Jesus
Christ. The Lord Jesus has taken upon Himself the punishment which we
so richly deserved. Consequently, we do not need to experience the
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second death. The price has been paid! Therefore, for the believer, there
will be no second death.

2. The Lake Of Fire Is The Second Death

The final judgment, or the lake of fire, is the time when the second death
occurs. In the Book of Revelation, we read the following.

And death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death-the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14 NLT).

The second death is reserved for unbelievers. Those who experience this
death are all those whose names are not found written in the Book of
Life. The Bible says.

But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those
who practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in
the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death (Revelation
21:8 NLT).

There is a second death, a second separation, for those who reject Jesus
Christ. They are thrown into the lake of fire where they will be forever
separated from the Lord.

3. The Second Death Is Not Reversible: It Is Eternal

Eternal death, or the second death, is the ultimate form of separation. If a
person dies in a state of spiritual death, they enter eternity separated from
God. This is the second death. Once a person has experienced the
“second death” there is no hope for them, it is irreversible.

Therefore, the reality of a “second death” is clearly taught in God’s
Word. This second death can and should be avoided at all costs.

Trusting Jesus Christ as Savior will keep someone from experiencing the
second death. This is the remedy that the Lord offers the human race.
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Summary To Question 9
What Is The Second Death Or Eternal Death?

The Scripture speaks of death in a number of ways. Physical death is the
separation of the body from the spirit. Spiritual death, the way in which
all of us are born, is the spiritual separation of each of us from God.

Eternal death, or the second death, is the eternal separation of a person
from God. If a person does not believe in Jesus Christ in this life then
they will experience the second death.

The bad news is that there is no escape from the second death. Once a
person is separated from God by the second death they are without hope.
Indeed, it is irreversible. They must spend eternity apart from His holy
presence. The horrible place is also known as the lake of fire. The biblical
description of this place is frightening]

This is why the eternal death or the second death is so awful. Fortunately,
Jesus Christ has made it possible to avoid the second death. Indeed, He
has taken upon Himself the punishment for our sins so that we do not
have to suffer. This is the good news of the gospel.
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Question 10

Did The Biblical Characters
Bury Their Dead? If So, Then Why?

The Bible has a number of things to say about how ancient Israel, as well
as those living at the time of Jesus, dealt with the bodies of those who
had died. What we find is a consistent pattern for believers; their bodies
were buried.

Why Would They Bury Their Dead?

This brings up the question as to why they would do this. Why bury the
dead? Once the person is gone from this world there is no returning?
Why take the time and trouble to bury them?

From Scripture we can make the following observations about burial
practices in biblical times as well as why they buried their dead.

1. Burial Was The Norm For Ancient Israel

In ancient Israel, burial was the norm. When we examine the Scriptures
we find that it specifically records the burial of many of the key figures.
For example, the burial of the following people are noted in God’s Word.

Abraham

Scripture says that the patriarch Abraham was buried upon his death. In
fact, God Himself promised Abraham that he would be buried after he
had died at a ripe old age. The Bible says.

As for you, you will die in peace and be buried at a ripe old age
(Genesis 15:15 NLT).

Scripture later tells us that Abraham was indeed buried after he had lived
to a good old age. We read about this in Genesis. It says.
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Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man
and full of years, and was gathered to his people. Isaac and Ishmael
his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah (Genesis 25:8-9 ESV).

God’s Word, as always, came to pass. Abraham lived to be an old man
and after his life had ended his body was buried.

2. Burial In Family Tombs

We find that Abraham and his descendants were buried in a family tomb.
In fact, before Abraham died he first buried his wife Sarah in the tomb at
Machpelah. The Book of Genesis says.

Then Abraham buried his wife, Sarah, there in Canaan, in the cave of
Machpelah, near Mamre (also called Hebron). So the field and the
cave were transferred from the Hittites to Abraham for use as a
permanent burial place (Genesis 23:19,20 NLT).

We are told that Abraham’s son Isaac was also buried.

Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years. Then he breathed his last and
died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. And his
sons Esau and Jacob buried him (Genesis 35:28-29 NIV).

Later we find Jacob, Abraham’s grandson who died in Egypt, requesting
to be brought back to his homeland to be buried with his ancestors. The
Bible says.

Then Jacob instructed them, “Soon I will die and join my ancestors.
Bury me with my father and grandfather in the cave in the field of
Ephron the Hittite. This is the cave in the field of Machpelah, near
Mamre in Canaan, that Abraham bought from Ephron the Hittite as
a permanent burial site. There Abraham and his wife Sarah are
buried. There Isaac and his wife, Rebekah, are buried. And there 1
buried Leah.

It is the plot of land and the cave that my grandfather Abraham
bought from the Hittites.” When Jacob had finished this charge to
his sons, he drew his feet into the bed, breathed his last, and joined
his ancestors in death (Genesis 47:28-31 NLT).
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Thus, we find the practice of burying the dead in the same family tomb.
3. Moses Was Buried By The Lord

The prophet Moses was also buried. Indeed, the body of Moses was
actually buried by the Lord Himself! The Bible says.

So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the LORD, and he buried him in the valley
in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no one knows the place
of his burial to this day (Deuteronomy 34:5-6 ESV).

Again, we have another example of the dead being buried.
4. Executed Criminals Were Buried In The Holy Land

Lest we think that burial was reserved for the wealthy or the righteous,
the Bible says that a common criminal deserved to be buried immediately
upon death. We read the following command of the Lord in the Law of
Moses.

And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is
put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain
all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a
hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the

LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance (Deuteronomy
21:22-23 ESV).

Even someone put to death for their crime deserved immediate burial. In
fact, lack of burial would defile the Promised Land. Therefore, everyone
who died in the Holy Land was to be buried immediately.

Lack Of Immediate Burial Was A Sign Of Judgment
We also find that lack of a speedy burial upon death was looked upon a
sign of judgment. For example, the two men who murdered Saul’s son

Ish-bosheth were judged harshly by King David. The Bible records what
happened to them as follows.
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So David gave orders to the young men, and they killed Rechab and
Baanah. They cut off their hands and feet and hung their bodies by
the pool in Hebron, but they took Ish-bosheth’s head and buried it in
Abner’s tomb in Hebron (2 Samuel 4:12 CSB).

Thus, the lack of immediate burial was seen as a type of judgment.
Although not stated, we assume these murderers were eventually buried.
However, note the contrast between these killers and the murder victim
Ish-Bosheth. What was left of his body was immediately buried.

5. There Was Secondary Burial Or Secondary Deposition

Tombs in the ancient world were re-used. The ancients would practice
what is known as secondary burial or secondary deposition. Upon death,
the dead would be laid out in a bench, a cut out area in the family tomb.

After about a year the flesh would decompose. At that time the bones
would be taken away from the burial bench and would be placed with the
bones of those who previously had died. This would also allow space for
the body of the next person who had died to receive the proper burial.
This practice would continue for generation after generation.

6. A New Practice Emerged: The Burial Box

After the end of the Babylonian captivity in 536 B.C. a new practice
emerged. Instead of placing the bones of the deceased in some corner of
the tomb after the flesh had decomposed, the Jews put the bones in a
burial box called an “ossuary.” This practiced continued to the time of
Christ as well as afterward.

Therefore, the evidence is that burial was the normal practice for people
in Israel during the Old Testament period. Indeed, whoever died in the
Promised Land was supposed to be buried.

7. New Testament Burial Practices

This practiced continued at the time of Jesus. In the first century, we
know that the Jewish people buried their dead. In fact, the burial took
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place on the day that they died. If the death occurred late in the day or at
night, then the person was buried the following day.

The Illustration Of The Son Of The Widow Of Nain

This knowledge helps us understand the emotions that would have been
raw at the time of burial since the death had just occurred. It also helps us
appreciate the situation when Jesus met a funeral procession at the city of
Nain. The Bible says.

A funeral procession was coming out as he approached the village
gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a
large crowd from the village was with her (Luke 7:12 NLT).

Since her only son had just died, either that day or the evening before, the
emotions of this widow were obviously at their highest. We can only

imagine the joy that woman experienced when Jesus brought her son
back to life.

The Daughter Of Jairus

There is also the episode of the frantic father, Jairus, whose daughter was
near death. He requested Jesus to hurry to his home as his daughter was
dying. When the Lord arrived, the girl had died, and the funeral process
was already under way. We read.

When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and
the disorderly crowd (Matthew 9:23 NET)

They were already mourning her loss. We find that the flute players were
playing a funeral lament by the time Jesus had arrived.

This further illustrates that burial was immediate upon death. As was the

case with the previous illustration, the Lord also brought this young girl
back to life.
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Lazarus

We find that Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, was buried upon his death. The
Gospel of John records the following.

When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days (John 11:17 CSB).

We also learn that his hands and feet had been bound with strips of linen
cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. When Jesus brought Lazarus back
from the dead He ordered the people to unbind Lazarus. The Bible
explains it this way.

The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,

“Unbind him, and let him go” (John 11:44 ESV).

This account provides us further information of the burial practices of
the biblical characters in New Testament times.

Ananias
We also read that the body of Ananias, the man who lied to Simon Peter
about the price he received for the land he sold, was also wrapped and
buried.
When Ananias heard these words he collapsed and died, and great
fear gripped all who heard about it. So the young men came, wrapped

him up, carried him out, and buried him (Acts 5:5-6 NET)

Notice that the burial was immediate. Again, this is consistent with what
we know of first century Jewish burial practices.

Dorcas

The woman Dorcas, who was a valuable person to the early church, had
her body washed and prepared for burial.
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Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which in
translation means Dorcas). She was continually doing good deeds and
acts of charity. At that time she became sick and died. When they had
washed her body, they placed it in an upstairs room (Acts 9:36-37
NET).

However, she was not buried at that time because Simon Peter, by the
miraculous power of the Lord, brought her back to life.

Jesus

All four gospels make it clear that Jesus Himself was buried. The Gospel
of John gives us some information about what happened to His body
upon death.

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away
the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and
took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus
by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-
five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in
linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now
in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of
the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they
laid Jesus there (John 19:38-42 ESV).

This provides us with even more detail about the burial practices in New
Testament times.

It is clear that Jesus was buried. In fact, the burial of Jesus is stated as part
of the gospel message. The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the
church in Corinth.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4 ESV).

© Don Stewart 71



Living In The Light Of Eternity

We could add to this that the burial of John the Baptist, as well as the
martyr Stephen is also recorded for us in the New Testament.

Therefore, as we look at both testaments we find that burial of the dead
was the custom for those who had died.

Why Burial?

We have found that in both testaments burial was the norm for those
who were from the nation of Israel as well as for those who placed their
faith in Jesus Christ. But why is this so? Why did they bury their dead?
There are a couple of stated reasons.

Reason 1: The Land Was Not To Be Defiled

Burial served a number of purposes. For one thing, Scripture says Israel
was to bury their dead so that the land would not be defiled. We saw this
carlier that even criminals were to be buried. Indeed, they were not to be
left hanging on a tree so as not to defile the Promised Land.

In addition, in the future war of Gog and MaGog, we find that the land is
to be cleansed from the dead corpses that fall. We read.

People will be continually employed in cleansing the land. They will
spread out across the land and, along with others, they will bury any
bodies that are lying on the ground. After the seven months they will
carry out a more detailed search. As they go through the land, anyone
who sees a human bone will leave a marker beside it until the
gravediggers bury it in the Valley of Hamon Gog, near a town called
Hamonah. And so they will cleanse the land (Ezekiel 39:14-16 NIV).

This further illustrates the consistent teaching of the Bible; those who die
in the Promised Land, the land of Israel, are to be buried. This is true
whether the dead are believers or unbelievers. Everyone is to be buried.
This is what the Lord specifically commanded for those who died in His
Land, the Promised Land! This has been true in the past and it will also
be true in the future.
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Reason 2: The Promise Of The Resurrection Of The Body

In addition, burial illustrated the promise that the dead would someday
rise. While the body was asleep in the grave, the spirit was with the Lord.
In other words, it was a sign that they believed in a future resurrection of
the body.

However, the body would not always remain in the grave. A day would
come when the dead would rise up out of their graves and the body and
the spirit would be re-united. The righteous dead would then receive all
the wonderful things God has promised them. Burial anticipated that
great day which was to come!

The Book of Daniel records this promise.

At that time Michael, the archangel who stands guard over your
nation, will arise. Then there will be a time of anguish greater than
any since nations first came into existence. But at that time every one
of your people whose name is written in the book will be rescued.
Many of those whose bodies lie dead and buried will rise up, some to
everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting disgrace. Those
who are wise will shine as bright as the sky, and those who lead many
to righteousness will shine like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3 NLT).

We find the same truth stated in the New Testament. The Apostle Paul
wrote the following to the Corinthians about the burial of the body and
the resurrection of the dead.

But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? What kind of
bodies will they haver” What a foolish question! When you put a seed
into the ground, it doesn't grow into a plant unless it dies first. And
what you put in the ground is not the plant that will grow, but only a
bare seed of wheat or whatever you are planting. Then God gives it
the new body he wants it to have. A different plant grows from each
kind of seed. . . . It is the same way with the resurrection of the dead.
Our earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they
will be raised to live forever. Our bodies are buried in brokenness,
but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they
will be raised in strength. They are buried as natural human bodies,
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but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural
bodies, there are also spiritual bodies (1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-44
NLT)

There is hope for the righteous dead! Indeed, there will come a time
when their bodies will be raised from the grave. This is the consistent
message of Scripture. Burial of the deceased believer was a way to testify
to this wonderful truth!

Summary To Question 10
Did The Biblical Characters Bury Their Dead? If So, Then Why?

From Scripture we find information about how the believers in the God
of the Bible dealt with those who had died. The consistent pattern we
tind is that the believing dead were buried.

Indeed, the Old Testament records the burial of such figures as Abraham,
his wife Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob. They were all buried in the family tomb.
Moses was buried by the Lord.

Furthermore, the Bible reveals that burial was the norm for a/ Israelites
who died. In fact, we even discover that common criminals who were
executed for their misdeeds were also afforded immediate burial. This is
another indication of the importance of burial to the people of God.

In the New Testament, we have a number of examples of burial and the
burial process. This includes John the Baptist, the son of the widow from
Nain, the daughter of Jairus, Lazarus, the martyr Stephen, Ananias, and
Dortcas. The most comprehensive account of burial is that of the Lord
Jesus.

From these accounts we gain further information about burial practices
among God’s people. In each and every instance we discover that the
dead are buried. There are no exceptions.

As to why the bodies were buried Scripture states that the Lord
commanded immediate burial, even for criminals. The stated reason is
that His Land would not be defiled. Indeed, this was His Land, the
Promised TLand!
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We find this commanded as far back as the Book of Deuteronomy as well
as being illustrated in the future invasion recorded in Ezekiel 38 and 39
where the dead corpses are buried “to cleanse the land.” Therefore, in the
Promised Land, the Land of Israel, whether it may be past, present, or
future, the dead are to be buried.

In addition, burial gives us a picture of the biblical truth that someday the
spirit will reunite with the body. The dead wait in their graves for the time
of their resurrection. This is the realistic hope of all who have believed in
the Lord. The burial of the dead illustrated that hope. We find this taught
in both testaments.
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Question 11

Do We Find Examples Of
Cremation In The Bible?

While burial was the norm in the biblical world for those who had died
there are a few examples of the bodies of the dead being burned or
cremated.

On the one hand, we should note that there is nothing in Scripture which
explicitly says that cremation is a sin, or that it is even wrong. However,
on the other hand, there is no example of a true believer having their
body burned upon death. The evidence is as follows.

Cremation Is Associated With Judgment

In Scripture, the norm was burial. The bodies of the dead were not
burned. In fact, the burning of a body was often done as a sign of
judgment. The Old Testament gives the following three examples.

Example 1: The Bodies Of Achan And His Family
Were Burned In Judgment

In the Book of Joshua we have the account of a man named Achan. He
was the person who disobeyed the commandment of the Lord and took
some of the treasure from the conquered city of Jericho. This was in
direct violation to what the Lord had explicitly told the people. The Bible
describes what happened as follows.

Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the
silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle,
donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of
Achor. Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The
LORD will bring trouble on you today.” Then all Israel stoned him,
and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. Over Achan
they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then
the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has
been called the Valley of Achor ever since (Joshua 7:24-26 NIV).
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The punishment for his sin was stoning and then the burning of his body.
Instead of being buried, he and his family were put to death by stoning
and then had their bodies burned for their crime against the Lord. In this
case, the burning of the bodies was an obvious sign of judgment.

However, even though their bodies were burned they were not left out in
the elements. Note that a pile of rocks covered what was left of them.
Again, Scripture is clear that in the Promised Land, the bodies of the dead
were not to be left to the elements.

Example 2: The Bodies Of Saul And His Sons Were Burned

The bodies of King Saul, along with his sons, were burned after they had
been mutilated by their enemies. Scripture explains what happened in this
manner.

The next day when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found
Saul and his three sons dead on Mount Gilboa. They cut off Saul's
head, stripped off his armor, and sent messengers throughout the
land of the Philistines to spread the good news in the temples of their
idols and among the people. Then they put his armor in the temple
of the Ashtoreths and hung his body on the wall of Beth-shan. When
the residents of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to
Saul, all their brave men set out, journeyed all night, and retrieved the
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan.
When they arrived at Jabesh, they burned the bodies there.
Afterwards, they took their bones and buried them under the
tamarisk tree in Jabesh and fasted seven days (1 Samuel 30:8-13 CSB)

This is not a clear-cut case of cremation as a sign of judgment. The
bodies were burned to keep them from being desecrated by the enemies
of Isracl. They were burned by friends, not enemies. Then they hid the
bones by burying them under a tree.

In addition, their bones were eventually collected and buried propetly.
We read.

So David obtained the bones of Saul and Jonathan, as well as the
bones of the men the Gibeonites had executed. Then the king
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ordered that they bury the bones in the tomb of Kish, Saul’s father, at
the town of Zela in the land of Benjamin (2 Samuel 21:13-14 NLT)

While Saul was eventually buried, his death was indeed the result of the
judgment of God upon him. Saul had rejected the counsel of the Lord
and then sought advice from a medium. The fact that his body had to be
burned to keep it from being desecrated is also a sign of God’s judgment
upon him.

Example 3:  The Bones Of The King Of Edom Were Burned

There is also an illustration of the fate of the King of Edom. The burning
of his bones by the Moabites was actually called a “crime” by the Lord.
We read the following in the Book of Amos.

The LORD says: I will not relent from punishing Moab for three
crimes, even four, because he burned to lime the bones of the king of
Edom (Amos 2:1 CSB).

In this instance, it was a genuine crime to burn the bones of the dead;
even that of a pagan king. The Moabites, in point of fact, burned the
body to the place where nothing was left, not even his bones.

Therefore, in each instance in which we find a body being burned it
always has something to do with the subject of judgment. It is never
recorded as the normal means of disposing of a body.

This infers that in ancient Israel cremation was not seen to be an option
for the people of God. Unless some type of judgment was involved, the
body of the dead was buried.

Summary To Question 11
Do We Find Examples Of Cremation In The Bible?

Cremation is the burning of a dead body rather than burying or
embalming it. This was not normally practiced by ancient Israel as a
means of dealing with its dead. Those who had died were to be buried. In
fact, there are only a few examples in Scripture of someone being
cremated.
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Furthermore, these examples of cremation are all found in the context of
judgment. We find this to be what occurred with an Israelite named
Achan. In disobedience to the Lord he took some plunder from the
conquered city of Jericho. The judgment he and his family received for
the crime was death by stoning and then the burning of the bodies. The
burning of their corpses was an obvious sign of judgment. Though
burned, their dead bodies were covered with a pile of stones rather than
leaving them out in the elements.

The bones of King Saul were also burned. However, this was to keep his
body from being desecrated by his enemies. Consequently, this incident
cannot be seen as an act of cremation since it was done by friends rather
than by enemies. Eventually the body of Saul was properly buried.

The prophet Amos spoke out against the people of Moab for burning the
bones of the King of Edom. Even though it was a pagan king, it was
considered to be a crime.

In sum, cremation is only specifically condemned in Scripture in the case
of the King of Edom. While cremation was rare, we find the actions of
the biblical characters in both testaments reveal that it was not seen as an
option for those who believed in the God of the Bible. Burial was the
proper end for those who had died.

© Don Stewart 79



Living In The Light Of Eternity

Question 12

Does The Bible Speak
Of Embalming The Dead?

Today when people die their bodies are either buried or cremated.
However, in the ancient world, there was another method of handling the
body of one who had departed this earth, embalming. This was
particularly true in Egypt where all who could afford it were embalmed
after their death.

Yet, this is not true of the nation Israel. In fact, in the entire Bible there
are only two examples of people from Israel being embalmed and both of
them died in Egypt.

What Is Embalming?

Embalming is a process which attempts to preserve the body after death.
This consisted of taking out the internal organs and placing the body in
embalming fluids for about forty days. This elaborate process was usually
performed by a trained group of priests.

The idea behind this process was preparing the body for the afterlife.
Egyptians believed the body had to be preserved so that the soul could
remain in it.

While this belief was popular in Egypt the Bible teaches no such thing. It
is not necessary to preserve the human body so that the soul or spirit will
have some place to reside. Scripture teaches that the soul or spirit can
exist without the body, but the body cannot live without the soul or spirit.
Again, this is another difference between the religion of Israel and that of
their pagan neighbors.

Jacob And Joseph Were Embalmed

The only biblical characters which were embalmed were the patriarchs
Jacob and Joseph. The account of Jacob’s embalming is as follows.
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Joseph threw himself on his father, cried over him, and kissed him.
Then Joseph ordered the doctors in his service to embalm his father.
So the doctors embalmed Israel. The embalming was completed in
the usual time-40 days. The Egyptians mourned for him 70 days
(Genesis 50:1-3 God’s Word).

Here we have the explanation of what happened. Joseph ordered the
embalming of his father Jacob upon his death. The Egyptian doctors
completed the embalming in a forty day period while Jacob was mourned
for seventy days. The body of Jacob was then taken from Egypt to
Canaan and buried there.

We should note that the Greek historian Herodotus said that embalming
occurred over a seventy day period, not a forty day period. However,
Egyptologists have discovered that too much damage would be done to
the body if the process was extended to seventy days. The dehydration of
the body takes forty days, the exact time Genesis says that the embalming
process occurred.

Again, the Bible is proved to be exact in its historical reference.
Joseph was also embalmed. The Bible explains it this way.

Joseph died when he was 110 years old. His body was embalmed and
placed in a coffin in Egypt (Genesis 50:26 God’s Word).

Like his father, his bones were eventually taken from Egypt to the
Promised Land and buried there.

We read.

The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought along with
them when they left Egypt, were buried at Shechem, in the parcel of
ground Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor for 100 pieces of
silver. This land was located in the territory allotted to the
descendants of Joseph (Joshua 24:32 NLT).
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Why Were They Embalmed?

The Bible does not say why Jacob and Joseph were embalmed. Most
likely, it was to appease the Egyptians who may have felt threatened by
Joseph’s family moving from Canaan to Egypt.

It also served another purpose. Indeed, it preserved the bodies of these
two men so that they could eventually be buried in the Promised Land.

Whatever the case may be, they are the only two examples of biblical
characters which we are told had their bodies embalmed. The bodies of
the believers in the God of the Bible were buried, not cremated or
embalmed.

Summary To Question 12
Does The Bible Speak Of Embalming The Dead?

Traditionally, bodies of the dead have been dealt with of in one of three
ways; embalming, burial, or cremation. Scripture gives examples of all
three.

Embalming consisted of removing the internal organs and then placing
fluids in the body to preserve it. This was performed by people who had
special skill in this art. The process was done in Egypt because of the
belief that the soul or spirit needed some sort of familiar place to reside in
the next world. Therefore, the body was preserved for the afterlife.

This practice, however, was not done in Israel because there was no such
belief that the body had to be preserved to be a repository for the spirit
or soul in the next life. The spirit, the soul, can live without the body
while the body cannot live without that invisible part of us, the spirit, the
soul.

Indeed, the only biblical characters who were embalmed were two who
had died in Egypt, Jacob and Joseph. Joseph ordered the embalming of
his father and was himself embalmed upon death. The embalming of
Jacob probably was to serve two purposes.
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First, it was to calm the fears of the Egyptians who may have been
threatened by the arrival of Jacob and his family in Egypt. The fact that
he was embalmed would have calmed those fears.

Second, it allowed his body to be preserved for burial in his native
Canaan. The same holds true for Joseph. His body and bones were
preserved and eventually taken to the Promised Land hundreds of years
later when the nation of Israel made its exodus from Egypt.

In sum, these are the only two examples of biblical characters being

embalmed, the two which died in Egypt. For believers in the God of the
Bible burial was proper way to deal with the bodies of the dead.
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Question 13

Does The Bible Encourage Superstitious
Practices About Death, Dying, And Burial?

In the ancient world there was much superstition surrounding death and
the burial of the dead. Indeed, there still remains much superstition in our
modern world about this subject.

However, in contrast to the superstitious practices of pagan nations, we
tind no such practices commanded or condoned in Israel. This is what we
should expect if the Bible is what it claims to be; God’s divine revelation
of Himself to the human race. We note the following.

Food Was Not Supposed To Be Left
In The Tombs For The Dead

There is no command in Scripture of leaving food in the grave of those
who died. While this was practiced by other nations we find no such
thing in Israel.

In fact, we find that those in ancient Israel knew of the pagan practice of
offering food for the dead but they themselves were commanded not to
participate in it. We read the following in Deuteronomy of what the
people were supposed to testify to the Lord when they had obeyed His
commandments.

I have not violated or forgotten your commandments. I have not
eaten anything when I was in mourning, or removed any of it while
ceremonially unclean, or offered any of it to the dead; I have obeyed
you and have done everything you have commanded me
(Deuteronomy 26:13-14 NET)

Notice there is the specific mention of offering food for the deceased.
The people were explicitly commanded by the Lord not to do this.
Consequently they were to testify to the Lord that they had kept His
commandments which included not offering food for the dead.
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This statement indicates they were aware of the practice but were
commanded not to participate in it. Again, this is another example that
Israel was supposed to be a unique nation, unlike their pagan neighbors.

Israel Was Unique

While there have been tombs found in the Holy Land which did have
food and other things placed for the deceased it has yet to be clearly
demonstrated that these were the tombs of the Israelites. There is no
evidence that the people continued to visit the tombs of their dead
ancestors and provide food for their loved ones.

Even if it were eventually discovered that some of the people of Israel did
leave food for their dead it would have been their adopting the pagan
practices of the nations around them. This is something, which we have
just seen, that the Lord warned against.

Eatlier, in the Book of Deuteronomy, we find a general warning from the
Lord to His people.

When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you, you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those
nations (Deuteronomy 18:10 ESV).

Again we stress that Israel was to be a unique nation. They were a special
people separated to God. Thus, they were specifically commanded not to
adopt pagan practices.

When Israel did adopt the superstitious and pagan practices of their
ungodly neighbors these practices were condemned by the Lord and by
His prophets.

In sum, we do not find God, or His spokesmen the prophets,
commanding anything to His people which could be considered

superstitious.

Of course, this is exactly what we should expect from the Bible, the Word
of the living God.
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Summary To Question 13
Does The Bible Encourage Superstitious Practices About
Death, Dying And Burial?

God separated the nation Israel from all the other nations of the world.
They were to be His people, a special witness of who He is and what He
expects. Therefore, we do not find the same superstitious beliefs and
practices about death, dying and burial in Scripture as we find among the
ancients.

For example, nowhere do we find the biblical writers ordering the people
to leave food for the dead so as to help them on their journey in the
afterlife. While other nations thought they were helping the dead with
such practices, the biblical writers would have none of this superstition.

In fact, we find just the opposite. In the Book of Deuteronomy the
people were supposed to testify to the Lord that they had kept His
commandments which included not leaving food for the deceased! This
indicates that the people were aware of the pagan practice but that the
Lord had specifically commanded them against doing it. Indeed, they
were not to follow the practices of the heathen nations.

However, Israel, at times, adopted some of the pagan practices of their
neighbors. When this occurred God sent His prophets to roundly
condemn such acts. God’s people were not to do the same things as the
heathens.

To sum up, the biblical teachings on death, dying, burial, and the afterlife
are unique. They are the result of God’s divine revelation not some type
of human reasoning or superstition. This is why we find no superstitious
practices encouraged.
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Question 14

Does The Bible Command Or
Allow Worship Of Ancestors?

One of the popular practices in biblical times was the veneration or
worship of dead ancestors. This practice also continues in our modern
world. Supposedly these ancestors have some sort of ability to control
events in our world. Such a belief has caused the living to fear the dead
and thus do whatever is necessary to appease them.

While this belief was widespread in the world of the Bible we find no
such idea or practice of ancestor worship commanded in Scripture, or
even tolerated.

Though the people of Israel were influenced by their pagan neighbors,
and often practiced such superstitious things, the prophets of God
condemned such actions in no uncertain terms. The evidence is as
follows.

Worship Is To Be Directed At God Alone

The Ten Commandments make it clear who we are to worship. Indeed, it
is God and Him alone. We read the following.

And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You shall have
no other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself an idol in
the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in

the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God (Exodus 20:1-5 NIV).

Only the God of Scripture is worthy to receive our worship. Indeed,
there are no other gods which exist. Therefore, we should direct our

worship to Him and Him alone.

The New Testament also makes this clear. When Jesus was tempted by
the devil, He proclaimed that God alone is to be worshipped. We read.
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Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, “‘You
shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve™
(Matthew 4:10 CSB).

Jesus emphasized that it is only the God of the Bible who is to be
worshipped. Worship of any other thing, whether it is living or dead, or
some type of inanimate object such as an idol, was strictly forbidden.
Ancestor worship was thus not an option for the people of God. Neither
is it an option today.

The Dead Do Not Influence The Living

There is something else. According to Scripture, the dead are separated
from the living. They do not contact us or protect us. This is the
responsibility of God alone.

Therefore, it is not possible for them to have any influence over us seeing
that they are prohibited from contacting us. This is a further reason why
ancestor worship is worthless.

Summary To Question 14
Does The Bible Command Or Allow Worship Of Ancestors?

Ancestor worship was popular in the ancient world and it remains
popular in some parts of the world today. The idea behind ancestor
worship is that these dead ancestors had certain powers to protect the
living. In some mysterious way, they could supposedly insert themselves
into the lives of people and protect them from harm.

While some of the people of Israel may have practiced ancestor worship
this is strictly condemned in Scripture. The Bible says that God, and God
alone, is to be worshipped. We are not to worship the spirits of the dead
or suppose they have some type of control over us. There is nothing in
the Bible which encourages this sort of practice.

Furthermore, it is clear from Scripture that the dead have no contact with
the living. Indeed, this is something which the Bible says that the Lord
does not allow. This is a further reason as to why the worship of
ancestors can be of no help whatsoever to the people of earth.
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Question 15

What Hope Did The Old Testament
Give For Those Who Had Died?

While unbelievers try a variety of different ways to face the question of
death and dying, in the end, none of them can really help. Fortunately
there is a remedy for death.

From the very beginning, the Old Testament has given humanity hope
for something better beyond this life. There are a few things which we
should note.

Three Great Events Will Occur

The entire Old Testament looked forward to the time when the Lord
would come to the earth, raise the dead, judge the world righteously, and
then set up His kingdom. Indeed, the people were looking forward to
three great events.

Event 1: The Lord Would Come And Raise The Dead

The Bible promised that the Lord would personally come to earth one
day. His coming was a major theme of the Old Testament. Upon His
return, the dead would be raised.

Event 2: Humanity Would Be Righteously Judged

When the Lord returns, the wrongs committed in this life would be made
right. Those who lived in the Old Testament period understood that not
all wrongs would be made right in this life. They trusted the Lord would
vindicate the righteous and judge the ungodly. There would be a final
righting of wrongs when the dead are judged.

Event 3: The Righteous Would Inherit God’s Kingdom

After this judgment, the righteous would inherit the kingdom of God and
live with Him forever. This is the hope that the Old Testament provided
to the believer.
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The Old Testament Illustrates These Truths

We find these three great prophetic events illustrated in a variety of ways.
They are as follows.

1. Enoch Did Not Die

The earliest specific biblical mention of someone living in the afterlife is
Enoch. After Enoch lived a life that was pleasing to God, the Bible says
that God took him.

Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully
with God; then he was no more, because God took him away
(Genesis 5:23-24 N1V)

This implied that Enoch was brought into God’s presence. The New
Testament agrees with this truth. We read in Hebrews.

By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he
was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was
taken he was commended as having pleased God (Hebrews 11:5

ESV).

Because Enoch went to be with the Lord, he served as an example for
others who were to follow. He certainly was not going to be alone in
heaven!

Only two Old Testament figures, Noah (Genesis 6:9) and Enoch, are said
to have walked with God. Walking with God meant intimate communion
with Him. Malachi records God saying.

True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his
lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many
from sin (Malachi 2:6 NIV).

The intimate walking with God continued when Enoch came into God’s
presence. Therefore we have the idea of continual consciousness and
communion with God beyond this life. Although Enoch was not
resurrected, he did experience glorification in the presence of the Lord.
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2. Elijah Did Not Die

Eljjah, like Enoch, did not die, but went to be with the Lord. The Bible
records what happened to this prophet of God as follows.

“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me
when I am taken from you, it will be yours-- otherwise not.” As they
were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire
and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and
Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:10,11 NIV).

There was no death for either Enoch or Elijah. They were both ushered
into the presence of the Lord. This indicated that there was existence
after this life.

3. Job Looked Forward To A Better Life

The Old Testament character Job suffered a tremendous amount of pain,
bother personal and physical. Yet, through all his suffering, he still
expressed hope that there was something better after this life. We read
these great words from him.

But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand
upon the earth at last. And after my body has decayed, yet in my
body I will see God! I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with
my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought! (Job 19:25-27 NLT)

Although Job may not be vindicated in this life, he had a hope for life
beyond the grave. He believed that this life was not all that there is.

4. Abraham Was Promised Life Beyond The Grave
From the account of Abraham, we have another testimony to a conscious
afterlife for those who have died. Abraham was to be gathered to his

people in peace upon his death. God said to him.

But you will die in peace and be buried at a very old age (Genesis
15:15 God’s Word).
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This eventually came to pass. We read further in Genesis.

Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old
man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people (Genesis
25:8 NIV).

This indicates more than being buried in the family tomb. Abraham had
left his homeland and went to a new land. His body was not returned to
the land of his father’s. Indeed, he was buried in the land to which he was
promised. The only other person that had been buried in his tomb was
his wife Sarah.

Therefore, the phrase “gathered to his people” does not have the idea of
burial with his ancestors. In fact, in the entire Old Testament, this phrase
is distinguished from the act of burial. Abraham was promised that he
would join his people in the next world.

Therefore the expression “to be gathered with his people” does not mean
that he was buried in the family tomb. It contains the hope of a reunion
with ones ancestors beyond the grave. Others were given the same
promise.

When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up his feet into
the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people (Genesis
49:33 ESV).

Death was not the end for Jacob. He too went to be with his people in
the next world after his earthly life was completed.

When God spoke to Moses in the burning bush He identified Himself as
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Then he said, I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face,
because he was afraid to look at God (Exodus 3:6 NIV).

Note well that the Lord said, “T am” not “I was” the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Though long dead, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were still
alive in God’s presence.
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5. The Psalms Speak Of Hope Beyond The Grave

In the Book of Psalms, we find further expressions of a hope beyond the
grave. This includes a bodily resurrection.

No wonder my heart is filled with joy, and my mouth shouts his
praises! My body rests in safety. For you will not leave my soul
among the dead or allow your godly one to rot in the grave. You will
show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and
the pleasures of living with you forever (Psalm 16:9-11 NLT).

The psalmist expresses the hope of being in God’s presence forever. This
is another indication of life beyond the grave.

In another Psalm we read.

And I--in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be
satisfied with seeing your likeness (Psalm 17:15 NIV).

There is hope for the righteous after this life is over.
A. The Wicked And Righteous Are Contrasted
In the 49t Psalm we are presented with a contrast between the wicked
and the righteous. At the end of their lives, we are told that the wicked
are like animals that perish.
But man, despite his riches, does not endure; he is like the beasts that
perish. . . . A man who has riches without understanding is like the

beasts that perish (Psalm 49:12, 20 NIV).

The wicked have no hope of living eternally with the Lord. However,
they will exist somewhere.

B. The Righteous Have Hope

In contrast, the righteous have hope. Speaking of the believer, the
psalmist wrote.
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That he should continue to live eternally, and not see the Pit (Psalm
49:9 NKJV).

Eternal life awaits those who have trusted in the Lord.

The psalmist also had hope that he would be freed from the power of
death. He expressed the following hope.

But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He
shall receive me (Psalm 49:15 NKJV).

This is another indication of a genuine hope of life after death. As the
Lord received Enoch and Elijah, so will He receive the righteous, the
ones who place their trust in Him.

There was also the hope of heaven. We also read in the psalms.

You will keep on guiding me with your counsel, leading me to a
glorious destiny. Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire you more
than anything on earth. My health may fail, and my spirit may grow
weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; he is mine forever
(Psalm 73:24-26 NLT).

We, as believers, do indeed have a “glorious destiny.”

Therefore, the Bible contrasts the fate of the wicked with the fate of the
righteous. Their destinies could not be more different.

6. David Will Live Again

The Bible specifically says that King David would be raised in the future
to feed the flock of Isracl. We read of this in the writings of the prophet
Ezekiel. It says.

And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be

prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken (Ezekiel 34:24
NRSV).
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This prediction was written hundreds of years after David’s death. David,
though physically dead, has the promise from God of a future rule in His
kingdom.

7. Isaiah Spoke Of Hope Beyond The Grave

In the Book of Isaiah we read of hope beyond the grave. The Bible says.
He will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken (Isaiah 25:8
NRSV).

This is an unmistakable prediction of life after this life.

In another place, Isaiah recorded a statement which is even more
pertinent to this question. Indeed, this is about as clear as it can be.

But your dead will live; their bodies will rise. You who dwell in the
dust, wake up and shout for joy. Your dew is like the dew of the
morning; the earth will give birth to her dead (Isaiah 26:19 NIV).
There is hope beyond the grave for those who have died.
8. Daniel Spoke Of The Afterlife

In the Book of Daniel, we also have hope in the afterlife expressed. He
wrote the following about what will occur in the future.

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt (Daniel
12:2 NIV).

Daniel was promised a personal reward after this life. The angel who had

given him this information about future judgments said the following to
him.
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As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the
end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance
(Daniel 12:13 NIV).

There was a belief that there would be life after this life. This is made
abundantly clear from these texts.

9. Zechariah Spoke Of A Resurrection

Furthermore, the prophet Zechariah recorded his belief in a resurrection
of the dead. He wrote the following,

You will flee through this valley, for it will reach across to Azal. Yes,
you will flee as you did from the earthquake in the days of King
Uzziah of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all his holy
ones with him (Zechariah 14:5 NLT).

If the “holy ones” in this context refers to believers rather than angels,
then we have a guarantee of the resurrection of the righteous.

10. There Are Warnings About Contacting The Dead

Finally, there are the various warnings in the Old Testament about the
living contacting the dead. From the time of Moses the people were
warned about dabbling in areas of the occult such as talking to the dead.
We read in Deuteronomy.

When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving
you, you must not learn to imitate the abhorrent practices of those
nations. No one shall be found among you who makes a son or
daughter pass through fire, or who practices divination, or is a
soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, or one who casts spells, or
who consults ghosts or spirits, or who seeks oracles from the dead.
For whoever does these things is abhorrent to the LORD; it is
because of such abhorrent practices that the LORD your God is
driving them out before you (Deuteronomy 18:9-12 NRSV).

These warnings would make no sense whatsoever if the dead ceased to
exist. Why warn people about contacting people in the next world if there
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was no such thing as an afterlife? The fact that they were warned shows
they had an early belief of existence beyond this life.

Whether or not they would actually make contact with these people is not
the issue. The point is that the dead did not cease to exist.

11. The Episode Of Samuel And Saul Provides
Evidence Of Future Existence

In First Samuel 28, there is the episode of Saul contacting the spirit of the
dead prophet Samuel. No matter how one understands what happened in
this account, it does prove that the people assumed the dead lived on in
the next world. This is clear from the context of the story.

Consequently, from the totality of the Old Testament evidence, we find
that life beyond the grave is indeed a reality. This life is not all that there
is. All of us will continue to exist in the next wotld, in the afterlife.

Summary To Question 15
What Hope Did The Old Testament
Give For Those Who Had Died?

It is clear that the Old Testament gave people hope for life beyond the
grave. Those who had died are regarded as still existing. Indeed, they do
not become non-existence upon death. Thus, while death is the end of
existence here on earth, it is not the end of all existence.

The Old Testament speaks of a number of coming events which would
involve those who had died. The Bible says that the Lord will return to
earth, He will raise the dead, judge the people, and set up His kingdom.

From the patriarch Enoch, as well as the prophet Elijah, being taken away
to the presence of the Lord, to the statements in Job, the Psalms, Isaiah,
and Daniel, the Old Testament gave individuals a hope beyond this life.
Those who died had immediate access into the presence of the Lord, He
took them to Himself.

In addition, they were all waiting for a future time when their bodies
would be raised. While it is clear is that these people were still alive in the

© Don Stewart 97



Living In The Light Of Eternity

next wortld, it is also clear that their bodies were decaying in the grave.
The bodies and the spirits had separated.

However, someday these bodies and spirits were to be united in the
resurrection of the dead. This is the hope which the Old Testament gave
to the people.

The warnings of the Lord that the living should not attempt to contact
the dead gives further testimony of existence in the afterlife. The fact that
they were warned not to try to reach out to those in the next life makes it
clear that they believed deceased people were still alive and conscious.

It was, however, the New Testament, that would reveal a more detailed
description of the next world.
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Question 16

What Hope Does The New Testament
Give For The Dead?

The Old Testament provided a genuine hope for people who had to face
death. Because of the sin of Adam and Eve, physical death entered into
the world. Individuals were born spiritually separated from God. In other
words, they were in a state of spiritual death. Spiritual death eventually
leads to eternal death.

There is, however, a remedy for spiritual death. This is the good news, or
the gospel, which the New Testament reveals. A person does not have to
be separated from God, either in this life, or in the next. Indeed, they do
not have to remain spiritually dead. A number of points need to be made.

1. Jesus Died As Our Substitute

The hope that the New Testament gives the dead is based upon the
Person and work of Jesus Christ. He is the One who has solved the death
problem.

The Bible says that the death of Jesus Christ satisfied the righteous
requirements of God for sin. His death was a substitute on our behalf. In
other words, He died in our place. The Bible says.

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer
counting people’s sins against them. This is the wonderful message
he has given us to tell others. We are Christ’s ambassadors, and God
is using us to speak to you. We urge you, as though Christ himself
were here pleading with you, “Be reconciled to God!” For God made
Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we
could be made right with God through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:19-21
NLT).

Because Christ died on our behalf, humanity does not have to suffer for

their sins, and be eternally separated from God. This is the good news of
the gospel.
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2. Believers Have Had A New Birth

Only by the new birth, receiving Jesus Christ as Savior, can a person
become spiritually alive. Jesus spoke of the necessity of the new birth to
enter the kingdom of God.

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3 ESV).

To enter the kingdom of God one must experience this new birth.
Without it, there is no entrance into the Lord’s presence in the next life.
Those who believe in Jesus Christ have had a spiritual rebirth. We are
now “born again” through faith in Him.

3. There Is Life Through Jesus Christ

We also find that belief in Jesus secures everlasting life in the presence of
God. There will be no spiritual death for those who have trusted Him.
Jesus said.

Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never
see death (John 8:51 NKJV).

The death we shall never see is spiritual death, spiritual separation from
God. Indeed, the believer is now eternally united to Christ through our
belief in Him.

In another place, Jesus told the sister of the dead man Lazarus that He
Himself was the resurrection and the lifel We read of this tremendous
statement in the Gospel of John.

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again. They
are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish. Do
you believe this, Martha?” (John 11:25,26 NLT).

Jesus is not saying that believers will never die physically. To the contrary,
He acknowledges they will experience physical death. However, because
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He is the resurrection and the life, those who are physically dead will be
raised bodily.

4. Believers Are Now Spiritually Alive

Those who have trusted Christ as Savior are dead to sin but alive to God.
Paul wrote the following to the Romans.

So consider yourselves dead to sin’s power but living for God in the
power Christ Jesus gives you. Therefore, never let sin rule your
physical body so that you obey its desires. Never offer any part of
your body to sin’s power. No part of your body should ever be used
to do any ungodly thing. Instead, offer yourselves to God as people
who have come back from death and are now alive. Offer all the
parts of your body to God. Use them to do everything that God
approves of (Romans 6:11-13 God’s Word).

God’s life is now in us because of Jesus Christ. This spiritual life will
never cease.

The Apostle Paul also wrote to the Ephesians about the spiritual life
which Christ has provided for us. He said that we are alive together with
Christ and seated with Him in heavenly places! He put it this way.

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is
by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus (Ephesians
2:4-6 NIV).

What a tremendous truth this is! There is continuous spiritual life in Jesus
Christ for those of us who have believed in Him.

5. Believers Are Heirs To God

Those who believe in Jesus Christ are heirs to His promises. Paul wrote
about this wonderful news in his letter to the Romans. He put it this way.
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So you should not be like cowering, fearful slaves. You should
behave instead like God’s very own children, adopted into his family-
-calling him “Father, dear Father.” For his Holy Spirit speaks to us
deep in our hearts and tells us that we are God’s children. And since
we are his children, we will share his treasures-- for everything God
gives to his Son, Christ, is ours, too. But if we are to share his glory,
we must also share his suffering (Romans 8:15-17 NLT).

We will share His destiny. All of the things which belong to Him belong
to us. He has made us heirs to His treasures.

6. Everything Is Now Ours

We find this also stated in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians Everything
belongs to God’s children. Paul put it this way.

Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things
present or things to come -- all are yours. And you are Christ’s, and
Christ 7s God's. (1 Cotinthians 3:21-23 NKJV).

Because of Jesus Christ these things are now ours.

7. We Are Not Penalized For Sin

Although the believer experiences physical death, which was the original
penalty for sin, we are not penalized in death. Death is the transition to
something greater; to be with Christ. The Bible says the following in the

Book of Psalms.

Precious in the sight of the LORD 7s the death of his saints (Psalm
116:15 KJV).

The Christian Standard Bible puts it this way.

The death of his faithful ones is valuable in the LORD’s sight (Psalm
116:15 CSB)

© Don Stewart 102



Living In The Light Of Eternity

Death has no victory over believers. In fact, death brings believers
directly into His holy presence. Thus, in that sense, death is not to be
feared.

Paul emphasized the same thing in his letter to the Corinthians. Death
gains no victory over the believers.

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? (1
Corinthians 15:55 NRSV).

The victory of death has been taken away by Jesus Christ. He has been
victorious over it. Consequently, the believer in Jesus does not fear death
in the same way as the unbeliever.

8. There Is A Present Possession Of Eternal
Life For Those Who Believe

Jesus told His disciples that those who believe in Him presently have life
everlasting.

Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who
sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has

passed from death to life (John 5:24 NRSV).

We have already passed from death unto life. Eternal life is ours right
now!

The fact that humans will live forever in the presence of the Lord is a free
gift of God. Indeed, we certainly have not earned this. The Bible says.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
through Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23 NLT).

Believers are presently experiencing eternal life, an eternal life which will
indeed never end!
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9. Death Is A Departure To A New Destination

Death, therefore, is a departure to a new destination. We depart from this
life to be with Christ. Believers are “at home” with the Lord. Paul wrote.

Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8 NRSV).

Death brings us to a new destination. We are ushered into the presence
of the living God. In this sense, death takes us home.

10. Believers Will Abide Forever With God

The Bible teaches that believers will live forever with the living God. We
read of this in the first letter of John. It says.

And this world is fading away, along with everything that people
crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.. . . .
So you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the
beginning. If you do, you will remain in fellowship with the Son and
with the Father. And in this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life he
promised us (1 John 2:17,24-25 NLT).

Our destiny is to be in His presence forever. There will be no end to this
relationship between us and Him.

11. We Have A Fadeless Inheritance

Scripture speaks of the hope of the believer as being a fadeless
inheritance. Peter explained it this way in his first letter. He said.

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his
great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus
Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we
have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for
you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And
through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you
receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for
all to see (1 Peter 1:3-5 NLT).
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What Jesus Christ has provided for us will never fade away. It will last
forever and ever, to the ages of the ages.

12. There Is Infinite Value For Human Beings

Because God has placed such value on human beings in sending His Son
to die for our sins, it makes sense that the relationship between the
Creator and the created will go beyond this life into eternity. This indeed,
is the promise of Scripture.

This briefly sums up some of the things which the New Testament says
will happen for those who have died believing in Jesus Christ. These
truths are indeed wonderful.

Summary To Question 16
What Hope Does The New Testament Give For The Dead?

Human beings are all born spiritually dead, separated from the living
God. Dying in this state leads to eternal separation from God’s presence.
This is called the “second death.” This is the bad news.

The good news is that humans do not have to be separated from the
Lord in this life or in the next. As is true with the Old Testament, the
New Testament also provides hope for the living as well as for the dead.

The answers to life and death are all found in the Person of Jesus Christ.
Indeed, He has solved the matter of the spiritual separation between God
and humanity by His death on Calvary’s cross. Jesus took the penalty for
sin upon Himself so that we will not have to suffer the consequences.
This is the good news, the gospel. All those who trust in Jesus Christ as
Savior receive the free gift of eternal life.

From the New Testament we are given further information about the
next life. We discover that eternal life begins the moment we trust Jesus
Christ as our Savior. Physical death brings the believer immediately into
His presence.

However, those who believe in Christ never die in the spiritual sense. In
other words, they are never separated from the Lord from the moment
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they become His child. Once we trust Him as Savior we forever belong to
Him.

Death, therefore, is a transition into a better state, a state of being in the
presence of God. It is not something for the Christian to ultimately fear.

Consequently death has no authority over the believer because it brings
us to another destination; into the everlasting presence of the living God.
We move from one destination, earth, to another destination, the
presence of the Lord.

We also inherit everything that belongs to Jesus. The treasures of the
universe are now ours because we are His children, part of His forever
family. This promised inheritance for the believer is eternal. It does not
fade.

These are some of the wonderful promises of Scripture. There is indeed
hope for the living as well as for the dead.
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Question 17

In What Sense Has
Jesus Abolished Death?

The Bible says that Jesus Christ has abolished, or destroyed, death. Paul
wrote the following to Timothy.

But it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior,
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:10 NIV).

Since believers still die, in what sense has He accomplished this? How has
Jesus destroyed or abolished death?

A number of things need to be observed in answering this question.

1. Jesus Has Abolished Spiritual Death: People
Do Not Have To Be Separated From God

To begin with, we have to understand what specific death Paul is talking
about. The word death in this verse refers to spiritual, not physical, death.
By dying on the cross for the sins of the world and rising from the dead,
Jesus achieved victory over spiritual death.

Humans no longer need to be separated from God in a spiritual sense.
We now have life and immortality through Christ. He, therefore,
abolished spiritual death in the sense that Christians are made spiritually
alive through believing in Him.

Paul wrote to the Romans and explained it in this manner.

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. . . So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. No
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from
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death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness (Romans 6:4,11,13 NRSV).

We died with Christ and were raised with Him. The penalty for our sins
was placed upon Him so that we do not have to suffer for them. The
separation or gulf between God and humanity has now been bridged by
Jesus Christ.

Thus, spiritual death for the believer has been abolished because of Jesus.
We are dead to sin but alive to God through the Person and work of
Jesus Christ. No longer will we be separated from God. Jesus’ death
accomplished this.

2. Jesus Achieved Victory Over Physical Death

Not only did our Lord abolish spiritual death by His own death on the
cross, Jesus Christ has also defeated physical death at His resurrection
from the dead. When He came back from the dead, He achieved victory
over the powers of death. He said.

Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and
behold I am alive forevermore, and 1 have the keys of Death and

Hades (Revelation 1:17,18 ESV).

When those who have believed in Christ are resurrected, then the last
aspect of death, physical death, will also be abolished.

The Apostle Paul wrote this victorious statement to the Corinthians.

The last enemy #hat shall be destroyed 7s death (1 Corinthians 15:26
KJV).
This, however, does not mean believers are presently exempt from
physical death. What is does mean is that physical death has lost its sting,

its power over us.

Paul wrote elsewhere to the Corinthians.
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Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your stingr (1
Corinthians 15:55 God’s Word).

Death is a reality, but it does not have the terror it once had because of
Jesus. Indeed, death is not the end for the believer or unbeliever. For the
believer, we know that something better awaits us; a destination where we
will be in the presence of the living God!

3. All Death Will Eventually Be Removed

In God’s great plan for time and eternity He has chosen not to remove
death, dying and evil all at once. It will not be until the Last Judgment
that these things will be no more. At that time they will be once and for
all removed. Once He establishes a new heaven and a new earth there will
be no more death, dying or pain. We read about this in the Book of
Revelation.

Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14 CSB).

When speaking of our new life in the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, the
Bible describes what we will experience in the following manner.

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will exist no
longer; grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer, because the
previous things have passed away. Then the One seated on the
throne said, “Look! I am making everything new.” He also said,
“Write, because these words are faithful and true” (Revelation 21:4-5
CSB).

Death will be done away with! No more pain, crying, tears or dying. What
a wonderful future is promised to those who believe!

Summary To Question 17
In What Sense Has Jesus Abolished Death?

Scripture says that Jesus Christ has abolished death. Yet, believers in
Christ still die. How then has He abolished death if we still die? How can
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anyone speak of death as being done away with? In what sense has death
been abolished?

The Bible says that Jesus has abolished both physical death and spiritual
death through His death on the cross and His resurrection from the dead.
The main idea behind death is separation. People are born spiritually
separated from God. Jesus Christ made it possible for humankind to
become united again with God.

Indeed, His death on the cross of Calvary paid the penalty for our sins.
Thus, there does not have to be any spiritual separation ever again
between humans and their Creator. Jesus Christ has solved that issue.

Therefore, when a person trusts Jesus Christ as their Savior, they are no
longer spiritually dead or spiritually separated from the Lord. Christ has
abolished spiritual death for the believer. They are now “in Christ” or
united spiritually with Him.

Furthermore, there will never be any more separation between the
believer and Christ because spiritual death, or spiritual separation, has
been once and for all abolished.

Therefore, those who are only born physically, but not spiritually, will die
twice. They will die once physically and they will also die eternally.
Unbelievers will be forever separated from the Lord. This is also known
as the “second death.”

On the other hand, those who are born twice, once physically and once
spiritually, will die only physically. There will be no spiritual death, or
separation from God, for those who have trusted Jesus. Instead, they will
live eternally with the Lord. Thus, everyone needs that spiritual rebirth.

Jesus Christ has also conquered physical death. Physical death separates
the spirit from the body but it does not separate the believer from the
Lord. Death is still an enemy but it is only a temporary enemy. The Bible
says that all death will eventually be removed.

In His great plan for time and eternity, God has not chosen to remove it
all at once. Death is still with us. Yet there will come a day when death
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will be no more. The Book of Revelation says that death will be thrown
into the lake of fire. When this occurs death will no longer exist. Indeed,
all things associated with death and dying will be forever destroyed.

This is the glorious future promised in the Word of God. Again, all of

this occurs because of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary
and His resurrection from the dead. He made all these things possible.
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Question 18

Who Has The Ultimate Power Over
Death: God Or The Devil?

The Bible says that Jesus Christ has authority over life and death. He
Himself made this claim. We read about it in the Book of Revelation.

I am the living one who died. Look, I am alive forever and ever! And
I hold the keys of death and the grave (Revelation 1:18 NLT).

According to His own words, Jesus holds the power over death. However
the Bible also says that the devil has the power over death. The writer to
the Hebrews stated.

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death--that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14,15 NIV).

How can both of these statements be true? Does Christ or the devil have
power over death? What is the answer to this question?

Death Ruled Until Christ Came

Until Christ’s coming into the world, death seemed to rule humanity. In
this sense, the devil held power over people with the fear of death.

Jesus, we are told, came to destroy the works of the devil. The Apostle
John wrote.

He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He
might destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8 NKJV).

This would include the fear of death that had a hold on people. Once
Jesus Christ came and conquered death, the fear was forever gone. Death
has no authority over those who have believed in Him.

The writer to the Hebrews put it this way.
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If that had been necessary, he would have had to die again and again,
ever since the world began. But no! He came once for all time, at the
end of the age, to remove the power of sin forever by his sacrificial
death for us (Hebrews 9:26 NLT).

The authority of sin, which includes death, has been removed by the
death of Christ. Death has been defeated. This truly is great news!

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians with this victorious statement.
He said.

For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this
mortal must put on immortality. Now when this perishable puts on
the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then the saying
that is written will happen, “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! So then, dear
brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not be moved! Always be
outstanding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:53-58 NET).

Death cannot ultimately be victorious over the believer. Indeed, the
believer has been promised a conscious personal existence in the
presence of God after physical death.

Furthermore, there will come a day when the body of the believer will be
raised and glorified. This perishable body will be changed to an
imperishable one.

Therefore, it is God, and He alone, who has authority over life and death.

Summary To Question 18
Who Has The Ultimate Power Over Death: God Or The Devil?

When sin entered into our world physical death came with it. The author
of sin and death is the devil himself. The Bible says that the coming of
Jesus Christ into the world was for a number of reasons. One of them
was for the purpose of destroying the works of the devil.
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Jesus accomplished this by His offering Himself as the sacrifice for sin on
Calvary’s cross and then coming back from the dead three days later.
Since He conquered death those who believe in Him can conquer it also.

Thus, He destroyed the power of death in the sense that death no longer
has the fear that it once had. This is true because those who believe in
Christ belong to Him forever, and nothing, not even death, can keep the
believers and Him apart.

Therefore, the ultimate power of death belongs to Jesus Christ, the one
who conquered death and the grave. Indeed, when Paul wrote to the
Corinthians, he emphasized that the sting of death has been taken away
by Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ has won the victory, death had been
defeated.

In the future, there will come a day when death will be entirely done away

with. Until that day, we need to look at death as a defeated foe. Jesus
Christ has won that victory.
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Part 2

Living In The
Light Of Eternity

In our first section, we have established the biblical background for
conducting our lives in the light of eternity. We have seen that physical
death, though it is now a reality, was not God’s original intention. Indeed,
He created everything perfect. Death came as a result of the sin of Adam
and Eve.

Jesus Christ came into the world to be its Savior. His death on the cross
made it possible to restore the broken relationship between God and the
human race. When a person trusts Christ as their Savior they are spared
the second death, eternal death. Indeed, everlasting life in heaven awaits
the believer.

However, those who reject Him will spend eternity apart from Christ and
His magnificent presence. Consequently, there are only two destinies we
as humans face.

Once we understand these foundational truths the Bible gives us about
death, dying and the afterlife, then it should affect the way in which we
live in this life.

This section considers how to live in light of eternity. How can we live a
life that is pleasing to God knowing that eternity awaits us? Can we be
certain that we will spend eternity in heaven? If so, then should we be
afraid of dying?

What then is proper response for the death of a loved one who is a
believer? Since there will be a final judgment, how do we respond to the
death of a loved one who may not have been a believer?

These, as well as other important issues, will be addressed as we consider
how we are to live a life that is honoring the Lord in the light of eternity.
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Question 19

Can Anyone Be Certain They
Are Going To Heaven?

The Bible teaches that there is an eternal God who exists. He is not
subject to time. Human beings, on the other hand, are subject to time.
Indeed, each of us is limited to a few short years here upon the earth. The
Scripture says that after our death, we will spend eternity either with God
or without Him.

There is a heaven, there is a hell. Can we be certain that after we die we
will go to heaven?

In the state of Indiana there is a tombstone which reads as follows.

Pause stranger as you pass me by

As you are now, so once was |

As I am now, so you will be,

So prepare for death, and follow me.

One passerby read this thought-provoking message and then scratched
the following insightful words.

To follow you I’'m not content,
Until I know which way you went.

We would like to know exactly where we are going after we die! Can
anyone really know? Can we be certain?

The Scripture makes it clear that we can indeed know where we will go
after this life is over. We can make the following observations.

1. We Each Must Choose Whom We Will Serve
Where we will go after our death is determined by our life here upon the

earth. In this life, and in this life alone, we must choose whom we will
serve. We can either believe the promises of the living God or reject
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those promises. Choices bring consequences. The choices we make in
time will determine where we will spend eternity.

After the nation of Israel had entered the Promised Land, the leader
Joshua told the people that they had two basic choices concerning whom
they would serve.

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD (Joshua 24:15 NIV).

Joshua challenged the people to choose whom they would serve. There
were these two choices. Would it be the Lord or the non-existent gods of
the land of Canaan? Joshua and his household were determined to serve
the Lord. In the same manner, each of us must make our own choice as
to whether or not we will choose Him.

2. We Can Know Where We Are Going!

The Bible says if we do choose the Lord, then we can know that we will
go to heaven when we die. We read this promise in the first letter from
John.

The one who has the Son has life. The one who doesn’t have the Son
of God does not have life. I have written these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life (1 John 5:12,13 CSB).

This is a promise of God! We can know that we have everlasting life if we
put our faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As we have previously
noted, eternal life is something that belongs to believers only. Though
unbelievers will exist for eternity, they will not have eternal life.

Instead, they will be in a state of eternal separation, or eternal death. This
is in direct contrast to the future of those who have trusted the God of
the Bible.
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Furthermore, Scripture says that the Spirit of God testifies to our spirit
that we do have eternal life. Paul wrote the following words to the
Romans expressing this truth.

The Spirit Himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s
children (Romans 8:16 CSB).

We can know that we have life eternal. God’s Word promises it and
God’s Spirit testifies to our spirit that we are His children.

3. Christians Already Have Eternal Life

In addition, we discover that the possession of eternal life is something
believers presently have. Jesus said it plainly as John records.

I tell you for certain that everyone who hears my message and has
faith in the one who sent me has cternal life and will never be
condemned. They have already gone from death to life (John 5:24

CEV).
We have already gone from death to life. Eternal life is ours right now!
4. Eternal Life Is Knowing A Person

According to the Bible, eternal life is a relationship with a Person, the
wonderful Person of Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself testified to this fact.

On the night of His betrayal Jesus prayed the following to God the
Father while on His way to the Garden of Gethsemane.

This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and
the One You have sent) —Jesus Christ (John 17:3 CSB)

Jesus defines eternal life for us. Eternal life begins the moment one enters

into a personal relationship with God the Father through God the Son,
Jesus Christ. The good news is that it never ends! It is indeed eternal.
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5. Paul Knew Whom He Had Believed In

These truths were understood by the New Testament Christians. Paul the
Apostle said he knew in whom he had trusted or believed in. The
Apostle Paul wrote:

That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of
it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure that he is able
to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return (2
Timothy 1:12 NLT).

The good news is that we too can know in whom we have believed.
Indeed, we can know that we are going to heaven because we can trust
the promises the Lord has made to us!

Therefore, from the evidence of the New Testament, we find that eternal
life can be ours by trusting Jesus Christ as Savior. Once we believe in
Him, we can have the assurance that we are going to heaven. This is what
the Bible promises.

Summary To Question 19
Can Anyone Be Certain They Are Going To Heaven?

Scripture says that heaven is a reality. It also says that we can know for
certain that we are going to go to heaven after we die.

The Bible emphasizes that every person must make a choice. They must
choose to ecither believe in the Lord or choose to reject Him. Indeed,
there is no middle ground.

The good news of Scripture is that human beings can know that they
have eternal life if they believe in Jesus. Trusting Jesus Christ as Savior
provides the assurance that life everlasting is ours. We can know where
we are going after this life is over. God’s Spirit will confirm this truth in
our hearts.

Consequently, the Word of God tells us this and the Spirit of God
confirms it to us. We do not have to hope that we can make it to heaven;
we can know that we are going there!
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Furthermore, the Bible says that eternal life is ours right now. Jesus said
that those who have believed in Him have already passed from death into
life. As soon as we make the decision for Jesus Christ as our Savior, we
have eternal life because we have entered into an eternal, personal
relationship with Him. This is the promise of God’s Word.

We also find that the New Testament believers applied this truth to their
own lives. The Apostle Paul emphasized that he knew in whom he had
believed. We too can know also in whom we have believed if we trust

what the Word of God says.

Can we know we are going to heaven? Absolutely!
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Question 20

How Do Non-Christians
Face Death?

Those who do not believe that the Bible is God’s Word still have to deal
with the problem of death. They too must face the great unknown. It is
something that nobody looks forward to facing.
The humorist Woody Allen said.

I don’t mind dying. I just don’t want to be there when it happens.
That sentiment sums up of the feeling of a lot of people.

The Terrifying Nature Of Death

The Bible recognizes that all of us have a natural fear of death. In fact, in
the Book Job it is called the “king of terrors.”

He is torn from the security of his tent and marched off to the king
of terrors (Job 18:14 NIV).

This is an apt description of death.

The psalmist also recognized the terrifying nature of death. He spoke of
the anguish of death when he wrote the following,

My heart is in anguish within me, the terrors of death have fallen
upon me (Psalm 55:4 NRSV).

The fear of death can be a terrifying thing.

The writer to the Hebrews said those who fear death are actually in
bondage to a type of slavery. He put it this way.

And free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of
death (Hebrews 2:15 NRSV).
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Those who ate afraid of death are indeed enslaved.
Some Non-Christian Approaches To Death

Non-believers deal with death in a variety of ways. The following are
some of the approaches or attitudes in which they face the issue of the
afterlife.

Approach1:  They Never Want To Think About Death

Among many people there is often the unwillingness to face the fact that
their death is inevitable. Indeed, it is something they never try to think
about. Our modern wotld has helped with this attitude.

For example, we no longer use the term “graveyards” but rather they are
called memorial parks. People speak of a person “passing away” or
“expiring.” They are almost afraid to use the word “death.” When a
person does die the mortician does everything that he or she can to hide
the fact that that person has died. The dead are made to look so natural.

Consequently, death is never a topic that many everyday people think
about or even prepare for. In other words, it happens to someone else,
not to them.

Response

Try as they might not to think about it, death will come to everyone.
When reality does hit, it is usually followed by sheer terror. Since the
unbeliever has not prepared for their own death they are usually numb
when they discover that their death may be imminent.

Approach 2:  There Is The Denial Of Death

Some people deny the reality of death. In other words, they think death is
just an illusion. Therefore, they claim they have nothing to fear since
death does not really occur. There are a number of religions as well as
other systems of belief that actually hold this view. Death, to them, is not
real.
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Response

Unfortunately no one can live consistently with this idea. It is a denial of
the obvious. Death is a reality we all must face. Pretending it does not
exist will not make it go away. Those who deny that death exists
eventually experience what they say does not happen. They die.

Approach 3:  Some Say We Cannot Know What Will Happen

Many people think that it is impossible to know what will happen to
people after this life. Consequently death is something that is out of the
realm of discussion. They live their life as an agnostic toward death. This
is one who does not know, and believes they cannot know, what will
happen in the future. Therefore, the issue is not discussed.

Response
By taking this position, they have shut themselves off from biblical
revelation; the only place where humans can go to receive an answer as to

what will happen after this life is over.

In other words, they have ruled out ahead of time the possibility of
discovering answers without even checking out any possible answers!

Approach 4:  Many Think That Death Is The End

According to many people, there is no hereafter. Death is the end of all
existence. Life developed on this planet by the chance forces of mindless
evolution. Everything, including humanity, is a result of natural forces.
Since there is no supernatural, there is nothing that happens to a human
being after death. The material that makes up the human body will
eventually dissolve. Nothing will be left of that person.

Paul wrote of people like this. He said.
There is no fear of God before their eyes (Romans 3:18 KJV).

The New Living Translation puts it this way.
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They have no fear of God to restrain them (Romans 3:18 NLT).

These people live without any respect toward the Lord because they think
death is the end of everything. We are born, we live, and then we die.
That’s it.

Response

Yet the Bible says humans are made for eternity. Death is not the end.
Scripture not only makes the claim, it provides evidence to back it up.
Indeed, there are plenty of reasons to believe that this life is not all that
there is. In fact, the evidence shows that we have been made for all
eternity.

Approach 5:  Some Are Fatalistic Toward Death

Fatalism sees everything in life as pre-ordained. What will be, will be. We
really can’t do anything about anything. This includes death. Since
humanity does not have any say in the matter, each person should be
unconcerned about death.

Response

The Bible teaches that it is our decision as to where we will spend
eternity, not the decision of fate. We are held personally responsible for
the decisions we make. Jesus said.

That is why I said you will die with your sins unforgiven. If you don’t
have faith in me for who I am, you will die, and your sins will not be

forgiven” (John 8:24 CEV).

It is our choice where we will spend eternity. Our destiny has not been
predetermined before our birth.

Approach 6:  There Is A False Optimism On Behalf Of Some

Some have a false optimism toward death. They believe that everything
will be fine in the next life. Perhaps they have heard stories of people
who have had stopped breathing for a short period of time and then have
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been resuscitated. Some of these people testify that their time on “the
other side” showed them that everything is great. They say that there is
nothing to be afraid of. Death is not to be feared.

Response

This hope is based upon a false optimism. Scripture gives no such hope
to all who have died. The Bible says.

There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked (Isaiah 57:21 NRSV).

If a person has not made peace with God in this life, there is no hope for
them in the next. Death cuts off that person from the possibility of
obtaining eternal life.

Approach 7:  Some Become Religious Martyrs

Many people have died for some religious cause thinking that it will usher
them into some type of heavenly existence. Their religion teaches them
that the afterlife can be gained by dying a martyr’s death. Consequently
death takes on the idea of promotion to something better.

Response

Unfortunately, there is no objective basis for their belief. Dying for a
cause will not automatically bring one into heaven, no matter how noble
the cause. Faith is only as good as the object in which it is placed. Faith in
a misguided object will not bring anyone into heaven. Heaven will only be
achieved by putting ones faith in Jesus Christ.

Approach 8:  There Is Also An Escapist Attitude

For many, death is something they do not want to ever think about.
Consequently they live life as an escapist. Escapism can take many forms:
work, money, alcohol, drugs, school, or pleasure. Whatever form of
escape people take, it is in an effort not to think about the hereafter. By
devoting themselves to other pursuits, they have busied themselves to the
place where they do not have to think about the afterlife.
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Response

The Bible warns about those who attempt to escape the responsibilities
of dealing with God by turning to money or power. Jesus said.

Beware! Don’t be greedy for what you don’t have. Real life is not
measured by how much we own (Luke 12:15 NLT).

There is no escaping the judgment of God. No amount of diversion will
change this fact.

Approach 9:  Some Lose All Hope

Finally, there are those who lose all hope and eventually take their own
life. They think this will end their trouble. Death, to them, is the ultimate
escape to all their problems.

Response

Death is not the end. By taking their own life they have not solved the
problem. They still have to face the judgment of God. The writer to the
Hebrews said.

And just as it is destined that each person dies only once and after
that comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27 NLT).

A person who takes their own life will not solve any problem by this act.
Death is not the end. Indeed, it merely leads to another destination.

This sums up some of the responses which non-Christians give to the
death problem. These responses, however, do not answer anything.

Summary To Question 20
How Do Non-Christians Face Death?

If the Bible had nothing to say about the afterlife, then we would have no
hope whatsoever. Fortunately we do not have to be in the dark with
respect to the next world because the living God has spoken. We do have
answers!
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Non-Christians, like Christians, have to face the inevitability of death.
They deal with the issue in various ways. Some of the more popular ways
include the following.

To begin with, many people ignore the topic of death. Intellectually they
know that they will someday die but they never think about it or prepare
for it. Death is what happens to someone else, not to them. However,
when they realize that death will soon visit them they are usually terrified
since they have lived their entire life without ever giving the subject a
second thought. Panic usually sets in at this time.

There are those who deny that death is a reality. Death, according to
some, does not really exist. It is an illusion. Of course, denying the reality
of death does not stop that person from dying.

Others say no one can really know what happens after death so they
don’t bother with the issue. They do not believe that anyone does know
the answer, or even can know. So the question is avoided.

However, avoidance of the question will not make it go away.
Furthermore, the Bible says there is an answer and that we can know that
answet.

Many take the stance that death is the end of all existence. Consequently,
we must live this life to the fullest because this is all that there is. Yet, the
Bible says that there is something all of us will have to face after death; a
God who will judge us.

It is also popular to have a fatalistic view toward death. To some
individuals, everything has been predetermined by some force so that
nobody can do anything about death or dying. It will happen the way it is
meant to happen. On the other hand, the Bible says that we have choice.
We can choose to believe or not to believe. Whatever choice we make
will determine where we spend eternity. It is up to us.

Some have a false optimism assuming everything will be fine. They have

come to believe that death is actually a doorway to a better life for all of
us.
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Yet, these people reject the clear teaching of Scripture that everything will
not be fine for countless people. Indeed, those who reject Jesus will have
to spend eternity apart from Him in a terrible place of punishment.

In some religions, people become martyrs. They assume this will help
them gain a better standing in the next world. The trouble with this view
is that there is no evidence to support it. The mere fact that someone is
sincere, or that they die believing that they are going to a better place,
does not make it so.

Faith is only as good as the object in which it is placed and Scripture says
dying the death of a martyr makes no difference whatsoever as to
whether or not a person will enter heaven. The only way to heaven is
belief in Jesus.

There are also the escapists who try to avoid thinking about the problem.
They often use various substances to numb themselves to the idea of
death and dying. However, attempting to escape from the problem of
death and dying will not make it go away. Eventually they will have to
face the reality of death.

Finally, there are those who lose all hope and take their own life. Most of
them suppose that will be the end. Yet the Bible says it is not. Each of us
has an appointment with God. Judgment is coming for the unbeliever.

As we have seen, none of these responses to death have any basis in
reality. They are merely forms of denial of the biblical truth about this life
and the next. The question of death and its inevitability must be faced.
The good news is that there are answers to our questions about the
afterlife. These answers are found in God’s Word, the Bible.
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Question 21
Should Christians Be Afraid Of Dying?

Scripture says that this life is not all that there is. Indeed, we are beings
which have been made for eternity. Death is the doorway to eternity for
each of us. This eternity will be one of a conscious existence.

Consequently, a person must be prepared. So we ask the obvious
question, “How then should the believer in Jesus Christ view their own
death?” Should we be afraid of dying? To answer this question we can
make the following observations.

There Is A Natural Fear Of Death

To begin with, we must appreciate the fact that all of us have a natural
fear of death. Death is an unknown for each of us. Indeed, we have never
been dead before!

In addition, eternity is a long time. These factors will naturally cause an
uneasiness or fear of death. This is normal.

In fact, there are examples of godly biblical characters which feared death.
We read the following account of King Hezekiah.

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, “This is what the
LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die;
you will not recover.” Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and
prayed to the LORD, “Remember, O LORD, how I have walked
before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done
what is good in your eyes.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly (2 Kings
20:1-3 NIV).

Hezekiah, a godly king, was afraid of dying. Therefore, we should not
think it strange if we have the same type of fear.
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Death Should Not Ultimately Be Feared By The Believer

While believers do have a natural fear of death there should be no
ultimate fear. Although the believer has to suffer physical death because
of the original sin of Adam, death loses its horror because it transports
the believer into a better life.

Therefore, once we understand what happens to us at death, it is not
something to be feared. Though it is the separation of the spirit and the
body, it is a separation into something better.

In fact, the Bible says that Jesus came to release us from the fear of death
and dying. We read the following in the letter to the Hebrews.

Because God’s children are human beings-- made of flesh and blood-
- Jesus also became flesh and blood by being born in human form.
For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he
break the power of the Devil, who had the power of death. Only in
this way could he deliver those who have lived all their lives as slaves
to the fear of dying (Hebrews 2:14-15 NLT).

Notice that it says that Jesus delivers us from the fear of dying.

How then should we look at death? For the believer a number of factors
need to be considered. They can be summed up as follows.

1. Death Is Not The End

Death is a transition, it is not an end. Consequently the ultimate terror of
death is removed for those who trust in the promises of the God of
Scripture. David wrote.

I may walk through valleys as dark as death, but I won’t be afraid.
You are with me, and your shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe (Psalm
23:4 CEV).

From the Word of God, we are told that believers can know that the
Lotd is with them when they have to face death. In one sense, they only
enter the valley of the shadow of death, not the reality.
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Why is this so? Although believers do die physically, there is not the same
separation as the unbeliever experiences in death. This is because physical
death brings us immediately into the presence of the Lord. Therefore, not
even death can separate the believer from the Lord.

2. Death Is A Source Of Blessing For The Believer

The Bible teaches that death is a source of blessing to the believer in
Jesus Christ. The psalmist proclaimed this truth.

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints (Psalm
116:15 NIV).

It is precious because we go to be with Him. Indeed, there is no longer
any separation between us.

In addition, the Apostle Paul wrote of the desire of each of us to have
our bodies redeemed or changed. He said the following to the Romans.

And even we Christians, although we have the Holy Spirit within us
as a foretaste of future glory, also groan to be released from pain and
suffering. We, too, wait anxiously for that day when God will give us
our full rights as his children, including the new bodies he has
promised us (Romans 8:23 NLT).

Those who know Jesus Christ are longing to be with Him. Death will be a
blessing for those of us who have trusted Him. Among other things we
will be given new bodies, perfect ones.

3. There Is A Place Which Is Being Prepared For Believers

The Bible says that a place is now being prepared for believers. On the
night of His betrayal, Jesus gave the following words of comfort to His
disciples.

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.

In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare
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a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also (John 14:1-3 ESV).

There is a place that Jesus is preparing for believers. It is called “the
Father’s House.” Thus, we are being prepared a special place in the house
of a loving Father.

4. The Citizenship Of Believers Is In Heaven

Christians have their ultimate citizenship in heaven. When Paul wrote to
the church at Philippi he emphasized this truth.

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all
things to himself (Philippians 3:20,21 ESV).

The believer is a citizen of two worlds. Although we live here upon the
earth our true home is with God in heaven. The Bible says we are merely

temporary residents, or pilgrims, here upon the earth.

In fact, Peter addressed his first letter to these pilgrims. He wrote the
following to the Christians.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (1Peter 1:1 NKJV)

The New English Translation puts it this way.
From Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those temporarily residing
abroad (in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, the province of Asia, and

Bithynia) who are chosen (1 Peter 1:1 NET).

Our real home is in heaven, not upon this earth. We are only temporarily
residing here.
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5. We Have A Genuine Hope For Something So Much Better

Consequently, we have a realistic hope for an existence that will be so
much better in the next life. Therefore, the Bible tells us not to sorrow
for the dead believers as unbelievers sorrow for their dead. Paul wrote to
the Thessalonians and made this clear. He said.

And now, brothers and sisters, I want you to know what will happen
to the Christians who have died so you will not be full of sorrow like
people who have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13 NLT).

Notice the contrast. Believers have a genuine hope. Death is not the end.
Therefore, any sorrow we may express for believers who have died is
always mixed with the feeling of happiness for them. They have gone on
to glory. This is in contrast to those who have died outside of Christ who
have no hope of eternal life in the presence of the Lord.

6. Death Is Not A Punishment For Believers

While those who believe in Jesus Christ, like non-believers, will suffer
physical death, it must be emphasized that death is not a punishment for
those who have trusted Christ. The Bible says that there is no
condemnation for those who have believed in Jesus. Paul wrote.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus (Romans 8:1 NIV).

Jesus Christ has paid the penalty for all of our sins on the cross of
Calvary. In fact, we do not pay for any of them! Therefore, we should not
see our death as some sort of punishment from God.

Indeed, it is not. Death has been passed on to the entire human race
because of the original sin of Adam and Eve. As we have emphasized, we
die because we were born into a fallen world which results in the eventual
death of every person.

While this world remains in a fallen or imperfect state, people will
continue to die. Just as Christians experience all of the evils associated
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with our fallen world, so too we will experience sickness and eventually
physical death.

Yet death for the believer is not a personal judgment against us. In fact, it
is a promotion! When believers die we enter into the presence of the
Lord. In His presence we will be rewarded, not condemned! Therefore,
we move into something infinitely better!

7. There Is No Comparison Between This Life And The Next

Realizing all these things should help us put this life into proper
perspective. The Apostle Paul said there is no real comparison between
this life and the blessings of the next.

Paul made this clear when he wrote to the Romans. He said the
following.

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us (Romans 8:18

ESV).

Friends and riches will be far greater in heaven than what is here upon
the earth. In fact, everything worthwhile will be greater in heaven.
Therefore, death is victory for the believer.

The Apostle Paul also wrote these words of triumph to the believers in
Corinth.

O Death, where is your victory? O Death, where is your sting? Now
the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! (1
Corinthians 15:55-57 CSB).

The victory over death has been won through Jesus Christ. Ultimately,
there is nothing to fear.

All of these things should be taken into consideration when we think
about our own death. Indeed, it is an eternal promotion into God’s
wonderful presence!
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Summary To Question 21
Should Christians Be Afraid Of Dying?

As human beings, we all have a normal fear of death. While a certain
anxiety about the afterlife is natural, believers in Jesus Christ should not
be obsessed with the idea of death and dying. Neither should we let the
fear of death keep us from being effective here on the earth. There are a
number of reasons as to why this is so.

Death is not something to be ultimately feared by the believer in Christ.
Among other things, Jesus Christ came to earth for the purpose of
removing the fear of death. According to Scripture, death is merely the
process of moving from one sphere of existence to the next. It is not the
end. Indeed, it is not moving from existence to non-existence.

The Lord Jesus said that He is presently preparing a place for every
believer in the house of His Father. Each of us who know Jesus Christ as
our Savior has a home in heaven, a home with a gracious loving Father.
This is indeed a comforting thought.

Furthermore, the Bible says that our citizenship is in heaven. This is
where we ultimately belong. Since the citizenship of the believer is not of
this world, the departure from this world is something that will be joyous.
We will move into our real home.

Indeed, we are called temporary residents and pilgrims in this world. We
are merely passing through this life.

Something else needs to be emphasized about death. We all have to die
physically because we still live in a fallen world, an imperfect world. The
original sin of Adam and Eve brought physical death to all of us. Thus,
death is the natural result of living in this world but it is not a personal
judgment against us for our individual sin.

Indeed, death is never seen in the New Testament as a punishment for
believers. Death is a promotion. Jesus took the punishment of our sin
upon Himself. He was punished so we do not have to be punished.
Consequently, we do not have to look at our death as a punishment.
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Finally, Scripture emphasizes there is no comparison of this life to the
next. Indeed, everything will be greater in heaven. Anything we have in
this life is nothing compared to what awaits us in the next.

We should keep all of these things in mind when contemplating our own
death. If we do, then death will hold no ultimate fear for the believer.
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Question 22

Are Life And Death Under
God’s Control?

Unless a person takes their own life, death does not occur at a time of our
own choosing. In fact, it usually happens when we least expect it. Though
death is an experience that is not in our control, it is not out of the
control of the God of the Bible. Scripture has the following to say about
the subject.

Life And Death Are Under God’s Control

The Bible says that life and death, and everything else for that matter, are
under the control of the God of Scripture. This is illustrated so many
times in Holy Scripture.

Example 1: The Two Witnesses In The Book Of Revelation
Will Be Kept From Dying

For example, we read the Lord saying the following in the Book of
Revelation about two witnesses which will come to the earth at some
time in the future.

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and
the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone
tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their
enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die.
These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain
during the time they are prophesying; and they have power to turn
the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of
plague as often as they want. Now when they have finished their
testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them,
and overpower and kill them (Revelation 11:3-7 NIV).

Notice that these two people were not allowed to die until their testimony
was finished. Even though their enemies wished to harm them, they were
not able. It is not until their testimony is finished that they are able to die.
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In the same manner, each of us has a testimony to finish. Like the two
witnesses, we will die only when our testimony is finished. This is because
the God of the Bible controls life and death.

The psalmist recognized this. He said.

Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes
escape from death (Psalm 68:20 N1V).

The Lord allows His people to escape death when their time on earth is
not finished. Again, life and death are completely under His control.

The psalmist also realized that his time on earth was in the hand of the
Lord. He made the following declaration of this.

My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and persecutors (Psalm 31:15 NRSV).

Our times are truly in God’s hand.

Therefore, Scripture is clear; our lives are under the control of the God of
the Bible. He is the Lord of the universe and hence all things are under
His power.

Example 2: The Lord Will Not Allow Certain Unbelievers To Die

Not only do we find the Lord protecting the two witnesses from death
during the Great Tribulation period, we also discover that during this
time the Lord will not permit those being punished to die. We read the
following about what will happen to these unbelievers.

In those days people will seek death, but will not be able to find it;
they will long to die, but death will flee from them (Revelation 9:6
NET)

This is a further indication that life and death are completely under His

control. Thus, the Lord will not only protect the two witnesses, He will
also supernaturally keep the unbelievers from dying for a period of time.
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Example 3: God Allowed Hezekiah To Live An Extra Fifteen Years

We have another illustration of this truth. This is from the Old
Testament. God told King Hezekiah of Judah that he was going to die.
He prayed that the Lord would let him live longer. God granted his
request. The Lord gave the following command to the prophet Isaiah.

Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the Lord, the God of David your
father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will
add fifteen years to your life (Isaiah 38:5 ESV).

The good king was granted fifteen extra years. This further shows that life
and death are ultimately under God’s control.

Example 4:  Daniel Told Belshazzar That God Holds Our Very
Breath In His Hand

This truth is vividly stated in an episode with the prophet Daniel; the
famous incident of the handwriting on the wall. Daniel, when called to
read the handwriting on the wall in the city of Babylon told the
Babylonian King Belshazzar that God holds our very life and breath in
His hand. Daniel spoke these words to the king.

You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven! The vessels of
his temple have been brought in before you, and you and your lords,
your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them.
You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood,
and stone, which do not see or hear or know; but the God in whose
power is your very breath, and to whom belong all your ways, you
have not honored (Daniel 5:23 NRSV).

Our ability to breathe is determined by the Lord. Everything in the
universe runs at His pleasure. This includes our very breath.

These four biblical examples are highly instructive. Without a doubt, the

Scripture teaches that God is in control of our life and our death.
Everything is indeed in His hands.
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Summary To Question 22
Are Life And Death Under God’s Control?

Death is an enemy to humanity, but it is certainly not out of God’s
control. The Bible says that the God of Scripture controls life and death
as well as everything else. Indeed, all things in this universe are subject to
His power.

Scripture says that God ordains the number of days that we will live on
this earth. He has the power to shorten or prolong each human life. It is
His choice alone. There are a number of examples of this in Scripture.
We cited four of them.

First, in the Book of Revelation we find that two witnesses, whom the
Lord will send to earth, will be granted to live and minister for a specific
amount of time. Indeed, they will remain alive until He is finished with
them. While others will try to kill them, they will not be able to do it. It
will only be when the Lord allows them to die that they will die. Their
time, like our time, is in the hand of God.

In another example, there will be unbelievers during the time of the Great
Tribulation that will actually seek death but God will not allow them to
die!

Therefore, during this future time, we have an example of the Lord
supernaturally protecting the two witnesses from death as well as
supernaturally not allowing the unbelievers to die.

Next, we also find that God extended the life of the good King Hezekiah
for fifteen years after He told the king that he was about to die. In prayer,
Hezekiah asked to live longer and God granted His request. God alone
has that power.

Finally, according to Daniel the prophet, God holds our very breath in
His hand. We breathe at His pleasure.

During the famous episode of the handwriting on the wall, Daniel told
the pagan King Belshazzar that his ability to breathe was controlled by
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the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This is the God whom this pagan
king insulted! Belshazzar paid for that sin with his life.

These examples make it clear that the Lord is in control of all aspects of
our living and of our dying. In other words, God is in complete control
of all things. For those of us who know Him, this is truly a comforting
thought.
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Question 23

Is There An Appointed Time
Each Of Us Must Die?

The Bible makes it clear that life, death, and everything else in the
universe is under the control of the God of the Bible. Since life and death
are under His control this brings up the question of the timing of our
own death. Is there an appointed time in which we must die? Has this
been determined for us, or do we have any say in this matter? Christians
are divided on this important question. We will look at what each side has
to say.

The Case For An Appointed Time For Each Of Us To Die

Those who believe that God has an appointed time for each of us to die
usually point to the following passages to substantiate their case.

1. The Statements In Job About Dying

In the Book of Job, we read that God has set appointed times when
people will die. The suffering patriarch Job said.

You have decided the length of our lives. You know how many
months we will live, and we are not given a minute longer (Job 14:5

NLT).

This statement is clear; we will not live one minute longer than we are
supposed to live. God has determined this.

2. The Statements About Life And Death In Deuteronomy

In another place, the Lord said that He is the One who puts people to
death and makes others alive. We read the following words of the Lord in
Deuteronomy.

See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to
death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one
can deliver out of my hand (Deuteronomy 32:39 NIV)
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This verse shows that the Lord Himself controls life and death.
Everything! He determines when we live as well as having the control
over when we will die.

3. The Words Of Paul In Athens

The Apostle Paul proclaimed God’s control of life and death. In the city
of Athens he told a crowd of people that the God of the Bible gives life
and breath to all humans. He put it this way to this skeptical crowd.

Nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live (Acts 17:25,26 NRSV).

It is interesting that Paul stated that God allots the times of our existence.
In other words, nations, as well as individual people, are subject to His
will.

4. The Words Of The Psalmist

The psalmist wrote about our lives having been laid out ahead of time by
the Lord. Indeed, he made this very plain by his words. He said.

You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in
your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had
passed (Psalm 139:16 NLT).

There is a time to live and a time to die. Consequently, God has all of our
days numbered and we will not live one day longer than He has chosen.

The Case That There Is Not An Appointed
Time Each Of Us Must Die

Not every believer thinks the Bible teaches that each of us has an
appointed time in which we must die. While recognizing that God is in
control of all things, they do not think the case for an appointed time is
actually taught in Scripture.
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The Reference In The Book Of Job Is Not Decisive

While the reference in Job 14 seems to solve the issue, it is not that
decisive. While it is true that Job 14:5 says that we cannot live one minute
longer than God has decided, this is not necessarily God’s Word on this
issue.

The speeches in Job, including this one, contain truth mixed with error.
After these speeches were given by Job and his friends the Lord
interrupted what was taking place. We read.

Then the LORD answered Job from the whirlwind: “Who is this that
questions my wisdom with such ignorant words?” (Job 38:1-2 NIV).

Since the Lozrd called the previous discussions “ignorant words,” we need
to be careful about drawing biblical truth from what was said.

The Other Passages Are Not Decisive Either

In addition, the other passages used to support this view do not really say
what some people believe that they say. In point of fact, there is nothing
directly stated by the Lord Himself, or by one of His prophets, that He
has predetermined the exact moment of our death.

Indeed, while we are told that God allows the amount of time we will live
and that He has our very breath in His hand, it does not necessarily mean
that He determines when the time of our death will occur. All it is saying
is that He is control of all things.

In fact, knowing the time of our death is not the same as predetermining
it. To what extent He predetermines everything that takes place in our
lives is debated among Bible-believers.

Whatever the answer may be, all agree that the God of the Bible is
certainly in control of all things including life and death.

What we also know for certain is that the time of our death, though
known to God, is unknown to us. Therefore, we must live each day with
the realization that it may be our last.
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Summary To Question 23
Is There An Appointed Time Each Of Us Must Die?

The God of the Bible is in absolute control of our destinies. All Bible-
believers recognize this. This is not a real issue. Does this mean that He
has predetermined the exact moment when we will die? Is there a plan
which has already been worked out? What does the Bible have to say?

Bible-believing Christians are divided on this issue. There are passages
which seem to teach that God does ordain every step we take and that He
has pre-determined the exact number of minutes we will live. Before we
are born, every moment of our life has been ordered or determined by
God. Many people believe this is the case.

On the other hand, these passages which speak of God’s control do not
have to be understood in this manner. God can still be in complete
control of all things while also giving us the ability to make legitimate
choices for ourselves.

In sum, God’s sovereignty or control does not necessitate that He
controls or predetermines every detail of our life. While this may be the
case, it is not necessarily. Knowing what will happen to us is not the same
as predetermining what will happen.

What we do know is this: God is in complete control of our life and
death and He knows when and where we are going to die.

Since we do not know when death will occur, we should not let this be a

distraction to us. Our job is to live a life which is pleasing to Him and be
ready to meet our Maker at any time.
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Question 24

Can We Lengthen Or Shorten Our
Life By Our Own Behavior?

Although the Bible says that life and death are ultimately in the hands of
God, our behavior can actually affect the length of our lives here upon
the earth. In other words, it matters how we behave. We can make the
following observations from Scripture.

There Are Biblical Principles For A Long Life

To begin with, Scripture gives principles that can allow us to live a long
life upon the earth. However, God does not guarantee that someone will
live long if they follow these principles. Other factors can come in to
play. Still, the Bible does say the following.

The fear of the LORD adds length to life, but the years of the wicked
are cut short (Proverbs 10:27 NIV).

The Lord can lengthen the life of those who know Him. On the other
hand, the years of the unrighteous can be shortened.

As Israel was about to enter the Promised Land, Moses told the people of
that nation that keeping the commandments of the Lord would
contribute to them living a long life. This long life would also be a
prosperous one. He wrote.

Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so
that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you
may live long in the land the LORD your God gives you for all time
(Deuteronomy 4:40 NIV).

Long and prosperous would be the result of the lives of those who kept
the commandments of the Lord. On the other hand, ignoring God’s
commands could lead to a shortened life and certainly not a prosperous
one.

© Don Stewart 146



Living In The Light Of Eternity

The New Testament echoes this truth. When the Apostle Paul wrote to
the Ephesians he cited one of the Ten Commandments. It gives the
following promise.

Obey your father and your mother, and you will have a long and
happy life (Ephesians 6:2-3 CEV).

These are important principles that the Lord has set down. Obedience to
the Lord by keeping His commandments will lead to a prosperous life.

There Were Certain People Who Died Prematurely

Disobeying the commands of the Lord caused some people to die a
premature death. In fact, the Scripture records the accounts of certain
people who died prematurely as a result of their sin.

1. Saul Died Early Because Of Sin

In the Old Testament, we are told that King Saul’s life was cut short
because of his unfaithfulness to the commandments of the Lord.

As the King of Israel, he was responsible to be an example of
faithfulness. He was not. We read about his judgment in Chronicles.

Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; he did not keep
the word of the LORD and even consulted a medium for guidance,
and did not inquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death
and turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse (1 Chronicles
10:13-14 NIV).

Here is a specific example of a person dying because of his unfaithfulness
to the Lord. Turning his back on the Lord, this king sought a medium, a
spiritist, for guidance. His sinful behavior cost him his life.

2. Some Believers In The City Of Corinth Died Early

The New Testament emphasizes the same thing. Sinful conduct can
actually shorten the lives of believers. The Bible speaks of certain people

© Don Stewart 147



Living In The Light Of Eternity

dying prematurely because of some sin in their life. One illustration of
this is found in the letter to the Corinthians.

The Apostle Paul said some of the believers at the church in Corinth died
prematurely because of abuses at the Lord’s Supper.

He explained it in this manner.

For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body
of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself.
That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died.
But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be judged by God
in this way. Yet when we are judged by the Lord, we are being
disciplined so that we will not be condemned along with the world (1
Corinthians 11:29-32 NLT).

These believers died prematurely because of sin. In particular, it was not
propetly observing the Lord’s Supper. Instead of honoring the death of
the Lord Jesus they were turning it into a public mockery. This mockery
cost them their lives.

3. Ananias And Sapphira Were Judged To Death

In the Book of Acts, we are told of two believers, Ananias and Sapphira,
who died prematurely because they lied to God about the price of some
parcel of land that they had sold (Acts 5:1-11). Their death shocked the
Christians. Indeed, the Bible says that fear fell upon believers after this
event. We read in the Book of Acts.

And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard
of these things (Acts 5:11 ESV).

The New Testament says that these two people were judged for lying to
God. They had a choice and they chose to lie. The Bible tells us that they
paid the penalty for lying with their lives.

This set an example for the early church and it should set one for us. We
should not trifle with the Lord.

© Don Stewart 148



Living In The Light Of Eternity

They Were Judged To Physical Death, Not Eternal Death

In the examples of the New Testament believers it must be emphasized
that these Christians experienced physical death, not eternal separation
from God. Their physical death did not cost them their eternal soul.

The Apostle Paul wrote about one such person who was being judged.
He put it this way.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered
together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus
Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus (1
Corinthians 5:4,5 NKJV).

This man’s sinful nature, or life, was to be destroyed. If he did not repent
he would die. However, his spirit would be saved at the time of the
Lord’s judgment. This is the consistent teaching of Scripture; the believer
is secure in Jesus Christ.

Therefore, we learn that obedience to the Lord can lead to a long life here
upon the earth, while disobedience, particularly of a public nature, can
lead to premature death. Knowing this truth should cause us to be careful
about what we do and what we say.

Summary To Question 24
Can We Lengthen Or Shorten Our Life By Our Behavior?

The Bible makes it clear that God is in control of everything. This
includes how long we will live upon the earth. However, we have our
own responsibilities in this matter. There are certain principles given in
Scripture that, when applied, may lead to a longer life. Hence, respecting
the Lord and His commandments can lead to a long life.

On the other hand, if we persist in certain sins, especially of a public

nature, this may lead the Lord to take us home prematurely. There are a
number of illustrations of this in Scripture.
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In the Old Testament, King Saul of Israel was rejected by the Lord
because he did not obey God’s instructions. Instead of looking to the
Lord for guidance, Saul went his own way. Eventually he consulted a
medium, a witch. This act of defiance to the specific commandment of
the Lord cost Saul his life. He died in battle. This did not have to happen.

In the New Testament, we find two characters, Ananias and Sapphira,
who were struck down with death because they publicly lied to the
apostles of Christ.

The death of these two individuals caused fear to enter into the hearts of
the early believers. They realized that lying to God was a terrible thing.

The Bible also says that certain believers in the city of Corinth died
prematurely through disobedience. In these instances, their disobedience
was public. They were abusing the Lord’s Supper. This was a solemn
event. However, all could see what they were doing and God would not
allow this type of public disobedience.

It important for us to realize what these disobedient New Testament
believers lost. It was their physical lives. They did not lose their eternal
salvation. They were judged for their disobedience but the punishment
was not everlasting separation from the Lord.

Instead, they were taken to heaven prematurely. In other words, they
could have lived many more years here upon the earth in service to the
Lord. However, their disobedience necessitated the Lord taking them
home catly.

This illustrates that sin does have its consequences. We cannot expect to

be blessed of God if we persist in certain types of sin. Consequently, our
behavior does matter.
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Question 25

Burial Or Cremation?
What Should The Christian Do?

As we noted in earlier questions, (10-11), in ancient Israel burial was the
norm for the people of God. Cremation was not an option.

This brings us to the issue of cremation in our present day. Are there any
guidelines for Christians to follow? What should we do with the body of
a believer who has died? Should we bury it? Should we cremate it?

Should we request to be buried or cremated when we die? Does the Bible
have anything specifically to say about this issue? Does it really matter
what we do? Is there a “Christian” answer to this question?

Option 1: Why Burial Of The Dead Is Preferred

Many Bible-believers are opposed to cremating the dead. While there is
nothing in the Scripture that strictly prohibits cremation, they believe that
there are a number of reasons as to why cremation is not the best way for
the Christian to treat the body of the believer who has died. Usually, the
reasons given for this belief are as follows.

Reason 1: The Example Of Biblical Characters

As we have already seen, the Bible consistently records that the bodies of
believers were buried upon death. Indeed, there is no recorded
occurrence in Scripture where the body of a believer in the God of the

Bible was purposely burned or cremated instead of being buried.

While burial is never directly commanded in Scripture, these illustrations
of the burial of the dead may provide a pattern for us to follow.

Abraham, for example, was promised by the Lord that he would live to a
ripe old age and that he would be buried. The Bible says.
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Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man
and full of years, and was gathered to his people. Isaac and Ishmael
his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah (Genesis 25:8-9 ESV).

In this case, burial was associated with the blessings of God.

Reason 2: The Lord Himself Buried Moses Instead
Of Cremating Him

We have also observed that the Lord Himself buried the body of Moses
in a secret location. The Bible explains what happened in this manner.

So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab,
as the LORD had said. He buried him in the valley in the land of
Moab facing Beth-peor, and no one to this day knows where his
grave is (Deuteronomy 34:5-6 CSB).

This illustration may be instructive. If the Lord merely wanted nothing to
remain of the body of Moses, He could have ordered it burned. However,
He did not. The Lord made certain it was buried. This is seemingly
another indication that burial was seen as superior to cremation.

Reason 3: Burning Is A Sign Of Judgment In Scripture

Not only is burial viewed as a sign of favor, as we have seen in Scripture,
the burning of the body is always found in some context of judgment. It
is never equated with the normal disposition of the dead. This is a further
indication that cremation was not an option for believers in biblical times.

Reason 4: Jesus, Our Example, Was Buried

New Testament believers are commanded to follow the example of Jesus
Christ. We read in First John about how we are to pattern our lives.

Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did (1 John 2:6

NIV).
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We are to follow His example in all things. This example, it is contended,
should include burial. Since the body of Jesus was buried, we should also
bury the dead to follow His example.

Reason 5: Burning The Body May Send The Wrong Message

One of the reasons why cremation is not the preferred way in which to
deal with a dead body is the message which it may send. Indeed, Scripture
tells us that those who have believed in Jesus Christ have escaped the
burning punishment of the Lake of Fire. Indeed, we read of what awaits
the wicked in the Book of Revelation.

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened. Also another book was opened, the book of life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, as recorded in
the books. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and all were judged
according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire;
and anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life
was thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:12-15 NRSV)

The wicked will experience the everlasting fire of judgment. This is their
eternal destiny for rejecting the truth of God. Whyj, it is argued, should a
Christian who has escaped the burning fires of hell have their body
burned upon death? It seems inconsistent with the message we are
proclaiming. Therefore, the burning of a dead body of a believer sends
the wrong message.

Reason 6: Burial Is A Sign Of Hope

Finally, those who have trusted Jesus Christ believe in a future
resurrection of the body. The burial of a body illustrates that hope. The
Apostle Paul used the illustration of planting a seed into the ground. He
put it this way.

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body do they come?” You foolish person! What you sow does not
come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is
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to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. . . .
So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable;
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is
also a spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-45 ESV).

Therefore, burial can be viewed as an act of faith. It illustrates the hope
that something infinitely better awaits the dead in Christ.

Undeniably, the hope of the believer in Jesus Christ is the resurrection of
the body. Cremation does not illustrate this hope.

These are some of the reasons as to why many Christians prefer burial
over cremation.

Option 2: Why Some Christians Prefer Cremation

If the Bible consistently records the fact that those who had died as
believers were burtied, then why are there Christians who choose to
cremate their loved ones, or choose cremation for themselves, rather than
choosing burial?

As is the case for those Christians who prefer burial, there are reasons
why other believers choose cremation. Some are economic, some are
practical, and some may be spiritual. We can list them as follows.

Reason 1: It Is The Wish Of The Dead Person

In certain cases, the reason a body of a believer is cremated does not have
to do with the living as much as it does with the person who has died. He
or she has previously instructed their relatives that they want their body
cremated rather than buried. In these instances, those who are living have
no real option but to honor the request of the deceased.

Reason 2: It Is Less Expensive

One major reason for choosing cremation over burial is financial. It is
much cheaper to cremate a body than to bury it. Since burial would create
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a financial hardship to the family, cremation is chosen as a less expensive
option. Therefore, in many cases, economics plays a major role as to
whether someone is buried or cremated.

Reason 3: It Is Easier Emotionally For The Living

There is also an emotional aspect to cremation which is not found in
burial. In one sense, it finalizes the life of the person. There is nothing
left of the body, no grave to visit, no place where the dead person resides.
There is nothing to remind the living that this person is not with us. This
may make it easier for the living to move on with their lives.

Reason 4: It May Not Be Practical To Bury The Dead

In a few countries, burial is not practical. The land is so densely
populated that there is no room to bury the bodies of the dead.
Therefore, of necessity, the dead are cremated. This, however, is not the
case for most of the world.

Reason 5: It Is A Non-Issue In Our Modern World

This brings us to another guiding factor in the decision to prefer
cremation rather than burial. Many Christians think that it does not
actually matter what happens to the body of the deceased. Indeed, they
never really give it a second thought.

While they may understand that burial was important in the ancient
world, and it sent a message to Israel’s neighbors of a hope for an
eventual resurrection, the stigma with cremation is not the same in our
wotld today. They contend that hardly anyone nowadays would assume
that cremation means lack of hope for a future resurrection of the body.
Thus it is a non-issue.

Reason 6: Burial Is Never Commanded In Scripture

Although burial was the norm in the ancient world for the people of
God, there is no specific command in the Bible to bury the dead. The fact
that burial is never commanded in Scripture, for the New Testament
believer, allows the modern Christian freedom in this matter.
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In addition, while it was important to bury those who had died in the
Promised Land, the land of Israel, we are not necessarily to assume that it
should be the same outside of the Holy Land.

Reason 7: Cremation Will Not Hinder The Eventual
Resurrection Of The Body

Moreover, while we know the Lord will resurrect the dead bodies of
believers, after a period of time there is little, if anything, left of the dead
person who is buried. As Scripture says, we all go back to the dust.
Therefore, the miracle of the resurrection of the body will not necessarily
be made easier by burial rather than by cremation.

Furthermore, there is something else we must remember about the Lord.
He asks this question.

I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for
me? (Jeremiah 32:27 NIV).

Nothing is too difficult for Him. Nothing]

Some translations render this verse as a statement rather than a question.
For example, the New English Translation says.

I am the LORD, the God of all humankind. There is, indeed, nothing
too difficult for me (Jeremiah 32:27 NET)

Whether a question or a statement it is clear what this verse is expressing.
We know that the Lord is certainly able to raise the bodies of the dead
believers; whether buried or cremated. Indeed, nothing is too difficult for
Him!

Reason 8: Unbelievers Were Also Buried In Ancient Israel
It can also be observed that even unbelievers in ancient Israel were
buried. Therefore, in those cases, it was not seen as exhibiting hope in a

future resurrection in the presence of the Lord; since they would not have
this hope.
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In fact, the Book of Daniel makes it clear that the unbelievers would be
raised to “everlasting shame.”

Many of those who sleep in the dusty ground will awake—some to

everlasting life, and others to shame and everlasting abhorrence
(Daniel 12:2 NET).

This being the case, the final disposition of the body becomes more of a
practical issue rather than a spiritual issue.

These are some of the reasons as to why certain Bible-believers may
choose to cremate their loved ones rather than burying them. Again, we
stress that it is not a sin to cremate the dead. Nothing in Scripture
commands that the dead should be buried.

For What I’s Worth: A Personal Opinion

While there does not seem to be any right or wrong way for the
disposition of the body of the dead believer, if it is possible, the author
thinks that the dead should be butied as a testimony to the Christian
belief in the resurrection of the dead. Burial reminds us that the body and
the spirit will someday be joined. This, indeed, is the hope of the believer.

Add to this, the writing on the tombstone can serve as a continual
testimony that the person believed that someday they will be raised from
the dead. Indeed, when one visits a cemetery it is encouraging to see all
the grave markers that have words of hope for a future resurrection in
Jesus Christ.

Again, there is no right or wrong answer on this question and many times
the circumstances are complex. Hence, each of us must do what we feel is
proper in the particular situation which we are facing,

Summary To Question 25
Burial Or Cremation? What Should The Christian Do?

One of the problems which Christians face is what to do with their own
body when they die, as well as the bodies of believing loved ones. Should
Christians who have died be buried or cremated? Does it matter? There

© Don Stewart 157



Living In The Light Of Eternity

are a number of issues which need to be looked at in answering this
question.

To begin with, the New Testament does not specifically command that
the dead should be buried rather than cremated. This must be clearly
understood. While, in Old Testament times, those who died in the
Promised Land were to be buried, we do not have any New Testament
instructions as to what believers should do.

However, every example in the New Testament where there is an
explanation of what happened to the body of the believer, we always find
the body being buried, they are never cremated.

In addition, the few examples of bodies being burned in the Old
Testament are always in a context of judgment. This ancient practice may
provide us with a clue as to what we should do with the dead.

There are actually a number of reasons as to why believers choose burial
over cremation. We can list them as follows.

First, the example we have of the biblical characters. Burial was the norm.
Many Christians believe that we should follow their example as much as
we are able.

Second, Moses’ body was buried in a secret place by the Lord Himself.
Evidently, it was to keep it from being used as some sort of shrine.
However, while God could have easily had his body burned to
accomplish the same purpose, the Lord chose not to do this. This is
another indication of the superiority of burial.

As we mentioned, burning of bodies in the Scripture is always in a
context of judgment. It is never looked at as an honor afforded to
believers.

There is also the case of Jesus. He was buried. As our example, we should
follow Him in all things. This should include burial.

Furthermore, the burning of the body of a believer can send the wrong
message. Eternal punishment for the unbeliever is spoken of as fire.
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Indeed, the place of final judgment is called the “lake of fire.” Believers
have escaped the fire of judgment through belief in Jesus. Therefore, it is
contended, that we should not allow our bodies to be burned upon death.

Burial also reveals a belief in the hope of a resurrection of the body. It is a
testimony that we believe that someday our spirits will rejoin our bodies
as our bodies are transformed by Jesus Christ into a body like His. It will
be a glorified resurrected body.

In addition, our tombstone can have words of hope of our eventual
resurrection from the dead. In this way, even though we have departed
from this life, we are still testifying to all who read it.

This sums up some of the major arguments for burial. If there are strong
reasons to bury the dead, then why do other believers allow their loved
ones to be cremated as well as choosing cremation for themselves? There
are a number of reasons.

At times, it is the request of the Christian who has died. Therefore, the
living relatives are merely following the wishes of the dead. They really
have no real choice in the matter.

Expense is sometimes an issue. Since cremation is much cheaper than
burial it is often chosen because of financial reasons. This is a reality in
many cases.

The living may choose cremation because it is easier emotionally. Burning
the body of the deceased gives a type of finality to the death process.
Those who are living do not have to be worried about driving by a
cemetery where the body of their loved one resides. Cremation solves this
emotional issue.

In a few cases, it would not be practical to bury the dead. Because of the
crowded conditions, there is not enough room to place a body in the
ground. While rare, this does occur in a few counties where the
population is so dense.

Finally, there are those who do not see this as an important issue. The
dead are dead and it does not really matter about the final disposition of
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the remains. In addition, there is no longer a stigma attached to cremating
a body as there was in the ancient world.

Therefore, it is contended that cremation is a viable option for the
believer in Christ.

We again stress that the burial of dead believers is never specifically
commanded in the New Testament.

In sum, the ultimate decision should be left up to each and every

individual and we certainly should not judge another person on the
decision they have made. It can indeed be a complex issue.
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Question 26

What Does Scripture Have
To Say About Suicide?

Unhappily, every day there are people who take their own life. Young and
old, rich and poor, famous and unknown, suicide takes these people from
us. Does the Bible have anything to say about this subject? Are there
examples in Scripture of people who have committed suicide? What, if
anything, can we learn about suicide from the Bible?

There are a number of important observations which we need to make
about suicide. They include the following,.

1. Human Beings Are Special

To begin with, we must appreciate the fact that human beings are special.
We have been made in the image of God. In the Book of Genesis we
read about the creation of the first humans; Adam and Eve. Scripture
makes it clear that we humans are indeed unique. The Bible says.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them (Genesis
1:26-27 NRSV).

Only humans have been created in the image of God. Hence, the Lord
has made us distinct from the animal kingdom. Human life is special;
more important than all other types of life. This is the consistent teaching
of Scripture.

2. Only God Can Take A Human Life

Because human life is special, only God has the right to take someone’s
life. In the Book of Deuteronomy we read the Lord saying the following
to the people.
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See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to
death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one
can deliver out of my hand (Deuteronomy 32:39 NIV).

He is the One who makes these decisions, it should not be us. Indeed, it
should NEVER be us!

In the Book of Job we find Job realizing that the Lord gives life and the
Lord takes away life. He put it this way.

He [Job] said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked

shall I return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21 NRSV).

God, and God alone, has authority over human life. Scripture is very clear
on this matter.

3. Suicide Is Murder
The next point we learn is that suicide is murder. The Bible says that we
are not to murder anyone. In the Ten Commandments it says the
following.

You shall not murder (Exodus 20:13 ESV).
This includes murdering yourself. Suicide is self-murder.

The Bible Gives A Number Of Examples Of Suicide

Scripture gives a number of examples of people committing suicide. They
are as follows.

Example 1: Abimelech
In the Book of Judges, there is the record of a man named Abimelech
who committed suicide. He asked for his armor bearers to kill him rather

than suffering the fate of being killed by a woman. Scripture records it
this way.
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And a certain woman threw an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head
and crushed his skull. Then he called quickly to the young man his
armot-bearer and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest
they say of me, ‘A woman killed him.” And his young man thrust him
through, and he died” (Judges 9:53-54 ESV).

This is the first recorded suicide in Scripture; though Abimelech had his
armor bearer do the deed that he was too weak to do.

Example 2: Saul And His Armor Bearer

The Bible also records the suicide of King Saul and his armor bearer. We
read the following.

When the battle intensified against Saul, the archers caught up with
him and severely wounded him. Then Saul said to his armor-bearer,
“Draw your sword and run me through with it, or these
uncircumcised men will come and run me through and torture me.”
But his armor-bearer would not do it because he was terrified. Then
Saul took his sword and fell on it. When his armor-bearer saw that

Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword and died with him”
(1Samuel 31:3-5 CSB).

This is a case of double-suicide. Saul would rather commit suicide than
fall into the hands of his enemies. Therefore, he took his own life and his
armor bearer did the same.

Example 3:  King Zimri Of Israel

There was also a suicide by a2 man named Zimri who was one of the kings
of ancient Israel. Scripture puts it this way.

When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of
the royal palace and set the palace on fire around him. So he died,
because of the sins he had committed, doing evil in the eyes of the
LORD and walking in the ways of Jeroboam and in the sin he had
committed and had caused Israel to commit (1 Kings 16:18-19 NIV).

© Don Stewart 163



Living In The Light Of Eternity

Zimri burned himself with fire in his royal palace. He was an evil king
who did not walk in the ways of the Lord.

Example 4:  Ahithophel The Advisor To David

Ahithophel was the advisor to King David. When the king did not listen
to his advice but rather to the advice of another advisor, Ahithophel
decided to take his own life. The Bible records what occurred as follows.

When Ahithophel saw that his advice had not been followed, he
saddled his donkey and set out for his house in his hometown. He

put his house in order and then hanged himself. So he died and was
buried in his father’s tomb (2 Samuel 17:23 NIV).

The fact that his advice was not followed by King David led Ahithophel
to kill himself.

Example 5:  The Traitor Judas
There is also the infamous incident of the turncoat Judas hanging himself
after betraying Jesus Christ. The Bible says the traitor met his demise in

the following manner.

And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed,
and he went and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5 ESV).

Judas decided to end his own life.
Observations On Those Who Took Their Own Life

From looking at the totality of Scripture, we can make a number of
observations on the subject of the Bible and suicide. They are as follows.

1. Suicide Was Not That Frequent
First, Scripture lists only a few examples of people taking their own lives.

This gives the indication that suicide was something which was infrequent
for the nation Israel.
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2. It Was Not Seen As Something Noble

Not only was suicide infrequent, there is never the slightest indication
that those who committed suicide did something noble. Never do we find
the Lord commending their actions.

3. The People Whose Suicide Was Recorded
Were Cast In An Evil Light

In addition, each person who committed suicide is portrayed in Scripture
as either an evil character, or one who did an evil deed. They are never
looked upon as spiritual giants.

Examples Of Those Who Wanted Their Life Over
But Did Not Contemplate Suicide

In contrast to those who committed suicide, the Bible gives three specific
examples of people who certainly wanted to die but did not even
contemplate taking their own lives. These examples are highly instructive.
They are as follows.

Example 1: Jonah

The prophet Jonah was very upset that God did not destroy the evil city
of Nineveh. In fact, he was irritated to the point that he wanted God to
take his life.

In his exasperation, Jonah said the following to the Lord.

Just kill me now, LORD! I’d rather be dead than alive because
nothing I predicted is going to happen (Jonah 4:3 NLT).

Although Jonah wanted to die, suicide was never an option for him.
Never do we find him attempting to take his own life. Rather he asked
the Lord to take it from him. He realized that only God had the right to
do this.
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Example 2: Elijah

The prophet Elijah was depressed. He was running away from Queen
Jezebel who wanted to kill him. We read the following account of what
occurred.

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all
the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to
Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not
make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”
Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-
sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he
himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is
enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than
my ancestors” (1 Kings 19:1-4 NRSV)

Again, we find a man wanting to die but asking the Lord to take his life.
There is no indication whatsoever that Elijah desired to end his life by his
own hand. He realized only the Lord had the right to do this.

Example 3:  Job

The patriarch Job suffered greatly. He not only regretted the day of his
birth he wanted his life to end. He said.

I’d rather choke to death than live in this body (Job 7:15 CEV).

Yet with all of his suffering, suicide was not an option for Job. It was
never attempted or contemplated.

In each of these examples the biblical character wished to die. However,
they realized that life is a gift from God. It is not something that we have
the right to end. God gives life and God takes it away.

Those who commit suicide are playing God. This is something which
nobody should ever do.
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Therefore, for the believer in Jesus Christ suicide should NEVER be seen
as a noble option. It is not. In fact, it should never be viewed as any
option.

Summary To Question 26
What Does Scripture Have To Say About Suicide?

Unhappily, every day there are people who take their own life. For
whatever reason, they decide to end it all as far as this life is concerned.
This being the case, it is vital to know what the Bible has to say about
suicide. How does Scripture view someone who takes their own life? Are
they seen as doing a noble deed? Should a Christian see this as an option?

It is important that we first note that human life is something very
special. The Bible says that we are different from all other creatures that
have been created because we alone have been made in the image of
God. Because human life is sacred, only God has the right to take it.
Therefore, we have no right to kill ourselves. Doing so is murder.

There are examples of suicide which are recorded in Scripture. When we
look at these various accounts there are a number of conclusions we can
make.

First, we find that suicide is rare. In fact, the Bible provides only five
cases of people committing suicide. They are a man named Abimelech,
King Saul and his armor bearer, David’s advisor Ahithophel, an evil king
of Israel named Zimri, and the most famous of all, the betrayer of Jesus,
Judas Iscariot.

When we look at what the Bible has to say about these men we discover
that suicide is never viewed as something noble. Indeed, the description
which the Bible gives of them taking their life casts them all in a bad light.
There was nothing heroic about what they did.

From looking at the biblical evidence we conclude that suicide is not

something that is ever looked upon in a favorable manner. It is always a
tragic event. There are no winners when someone commits suicide.

© Don Stewart 167



Living In The Light Of Eternity

There is something else we discover. There were three biblical characters,
Jonah, Elijah and Job, which wanted their life to end because of the
difficult citcumstances in which they found themselves. However, none of
them attempted suicide or even contemplated it. These men of God
realized that God alone has the right to take a human life, even our own
lives. Suicide never entered the picture.

This is a further indication that suicide should never be seen as an option

for the believer. It is not a choice which anyone who believes in Jesus
Christ should contemplate.
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Question 27

How Shall We View Samson Taking His Own Life?
Did He Commit Suicide?

Suicide in Scripture is never viewed as something which is honorable or
noble. It is not something for which people are accorded any great honor
or are applauded for doing so. Each situation was tragic.

This brings up the question of the Judge Samson. The Bible says that he
took his own life by pulling down the columns of a building which was
filled with the enemies of Israel, the Philistines.

Scripture records it this way.

Samson told the young man who was leading him by the hand, “Let
me rest. Let me touch the columns on which the building stands so
that I can lean against them.” The building was filled with people. All
the Philistine rulers were there. On the roof there were about three
thousand men and women who watched Samson entertain them
Then Samson called to the LORD, “Almighty LORD, please
remember me! God, give me strength just one more time! Let me get
even with the Philistines for at least one of my two eyes.” Samson
felt the two middle columns on which the building stood. With his
right hand on one column and his left on the other, he pushed hard
against them. “Let me die with the Philistines,” he said. With that, he
pushed with all his might, and the building fell on the rulers and
everyone in it. So he killed more Philistines when he died than he had
when he was alive (Judges 16:26-30 God’s Word).

Was this suicide? If so, then why did God give Samson the strength to do
it if suicide is a sin? How do we explain what happened?

In looking at the story of Samson there are a number of observations
which need to be made.
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1. God Gave Him The Strength To Pull Down The Building

To begin with, we must note that it was the Lord Himself who answered
Samson’s prayer and gave him his supernatural strength back.

Therefore, what Samson did was not a sin. God would never participate
in sin.

2. Samson Sacrificed His Life For Others

This brings us to our next point. Samson did not kill himself because he
was distressed with his life. He actually sacrificed his life in destroying
many of God’s enemies, the Philistines. Samson died so that others might
not have to die. This is 7o# suicide.

3. Jesus Laid Down His Life For Others

Scripture actually commends a person who will lay down their life for

someone else. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans about what Jesus
did on our behalf.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person--
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners
Christ died for us (Romans 5:6-8 NRSV)

The translation God’s Word puts it in this manner.

Look at it this way: At the right time, while we were still helpless,
Christ died for ungodly people. Finding someone who would die for
a godly person is rare. Maybe someone would have the courage to die
for a good person. Christ died for us while we were still sinners. This
demonstrates God's love for us (Romans 5:6-8 God’s Word).

Hence, Jesus Christ died for the human race even though all of us were in
rebellion against Him. This demonstrates the great love He has for us.
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Jesus Himself spoke of laying down His life for His sheep. John records
Him saying the following words.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the
sheep . .. Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My
life that I may take it again (John 10:11,17 NKJV)

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, died for His sheep, the believers. In fact, Jesus
testified that God the Father loved Him for doing so.

In addition, Jesus also said that a person can show no greater love than to
die for someone else. He put it this way.

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends (John 15:13 NIV)

Again, our Lord demonstrated that great love by going to the cross at
Calvary and dying in our place.

The New Testament makes it clear that the purpose of the coming of
Christ into the world was to offer His life on behalf of others. Matthew
wrote about this important truth.

It’s the same way with the Son of Man. He didn’t come so that others
could serve him. He came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many people (Matthew 20:28 God’s Word)

In sum, sacrificing our life for the sake of others is not suicide. While
some people put Samson in the category of those who committed suicide,
this is not the case at all. Rather he should be seen as a warrior who took
the lives of many of the enemies of God in his death. His act was noble.

Summary To Question 27
How Shall We View Samson Taking
His Own Life? Did He Commit Suicide?

The biblical character Samson lived an inconsistent life. On too many
occasions he failed to properly use the supernatural strength which the
Lord gave him.
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In fact, his life ended when he took his own life by pulling down a
building filled with the enemies of Israel, the Philistines. Though some
consider this an act of suicide, it was truly an heroic deed. Samson
actually killed more of the evil Philistines in his death than he did in his
entire life.

There are several things we need to understand about what happened to
Samson and the entire subject of suicide.

For one thing, it was the Lord who gave Samson the strength to do this
task. At that time, Samson had lost his supernatural strength. In an
answer to his prayer, the great strength returned to destroy the Philistines.
Thus, the Lord is the One who empowered Samson.

Rather than seeing this as a suicide, the act of Samson should be seen as a
deed which saved the lives of others. It is similar to a soldier throwing
himself upon a live grenade to save the lives of his fellow soldiers.
Samson saved a number of Israclite lives by his act. He was a hero.

Giving our lives for the sake of others is a biblical principle. Indeed, this
was the main purpose of Jesus coming to the earth. He died so that
others may live. He gave His life for the sake of others.

This is the main point of the message of the gospel. We are not able to
save ourselves but Jesus can save us if we will allow Him to do it. He died

so that we can live.

Consequently, the act of Samson should be seen the same way; though on
a much smaller scale. Samson did not commit suicide.
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Question 28

Do Those Who Commit Suicide Automatically Go To Hell?
(1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
Is It The Unpardonable Sin?

Suicide is tragic. Whenever someone takes their own life it hurts everyone
associated with that person. There are no exceptions. There are no
winners.

One of the questions which often arises about those who have
committed suicide concerns their eternal destiny. Do Christians
automatically go to hell because they have taken their own life? A number
of people think that this is the case. Several arguments are given for this
position. They include the following.

1. Scripture Says God Will Destroy Those
Who Destroy His Temple

A passage which is used as support for this belief is found in First
Corinthians 3:16-17. Paul wrote the following words to the church at
Corinth.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in your If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy
him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple (1
Corinthians 3:16-17 ESV).

This passage is used as a proof-text for the ultimate fate of those who
take their own life. Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. If we
destroy our body, then God will destroy us. This is understood to mean
that we will lose any hope of being with Him in eternity. Suicide, it is
argued, will keep someone out of heaven.

2. A Person Cannot Confess The Sin Of Suicide

Another argument for suicide being a reason to send someone straight to
hell concerns the lack of the possibility of repentance. If a person takes
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their own life they cannot later confess this sin. By definition, this is their
last act.

3. Suicide Is Murder
Suicide is murdet. In the Ten Commandments we read.
You shall not murder (Exodus 20:13 NIV)

This includes murdering or killing yourself! Consequently, when a person
commits suicide they die with unconfessed sin, the sin of murdering
oneself. This is another reason why some people consider suicide as the
unpardonable sin. Indeed, how can God allow a person to enter His holy
presence when their last act upon the earth was committing murder?

These are some of the reasons as to why many people assume that suicide
will keep people out of heaven.

Response: Suicide Can Be Forgiven

While there are those who believe suicide is the unforgivable sin,
Scripture does not teach this. There are a number of points which we
need to make.

The Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit Is
The Only Unpardonable Sin

To begin with, the Lord Jesus said that the only sin which could not be
forgiven was blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. We read His words in
Matthew’s gospel.

Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people,
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or
in the age to come (Matthew 12:31-32 ESV).
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According to Jesus there is one, and only one, sin which will not be
forgiven. This sin is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Everything
else will be forgiven. Everything!

We will look at what it means to “blaspheme the Holy Spirit” in our next
two questions and we will discover that it is NOT suicide. Simply stated,
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the continual rejection of Jesus
Christ as Savior. This is the one sin for which there is no forgiveness.
Suicide can be forgiven.

The Mental State Of The Person Needs To Be Considered

There is something else. Often when people commit suicide it is because
of their fragile or compromised mental state. Many factors can be
involved. Illness, depression, senility can all contribute to someone taking
their own life. Certainly a person who is not “in their right mind” cannot
be held responsible for acts they otherwise would not do. This occurs
frequently in people who commit suicide.

In addition, many people commit suicide on the spur of the moment.
Something usually takes place, which is so horrific in their mind, that it
causes the immediate unplanned action of taking their own life.

Paul Was Not Speaking To The Individual
(1 Corinthians 3:16,17)

Now we consider the Scripture. In the passage recorded in First
Corinthians, the subject is not the individual but rather the entire church.
The word “you” in this verse is not singular but rather it is plural.

It is true that each individual believer is a temple of the Holy Spirit. Paul
later wrote.

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own (1
Corinthians 6:19 ESV).

However, in the reference in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, the individual is not
in view, it is the church, the community of believers which Paul is
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referring to. If anyone attempts to destroy the work of God which is
being carried out through the church, then God will destroy that person.
The idea is that those who actively oppose the work of God will be
judged. The subject of suicide is not at all what Paul is addressing here.

Many People Die With Unconfessed Sin

Finally, there is the case of people dying with unconfessed sin. Obviously
a person cannot repent or confess the sin of committing suicide. Yet we
must realize that there are a number of sins which all of us commit which
we do not confess. What if a person goes to bed angry at a husband, a
wife, a father or a mother? This is sinful.

Are we to assume that if they die during the night they would go to hell
because of unconfessed sin? Examples like this can be multiplied. All of
us have unconfessed sin. There are no exceptions to this.

There Are Also “Sins Of Omission”

There is something else. Sin not only consists of doing the wrong thing, it
also consists of not doing the right thing. Undoubtedly there are many
things each day that we should have done which we did not do. These are
sins. Now we may not realize that it is sin but it is sin nonetheless.

Furthermore, it is unconfessed sin. Again, each of us goes to sleep each
night with certain things unconfessed. These unconfessed sins do not
keep us out of heaven. Jesus has died for all of our sins, past, present, and
future. He has taken the punishment for these sins upon Himself whether
or not we have confessed them.

Therefore, those who commit suicide do not necessarily go to hell. We
say “necessarily” because the determination of who gets into heaven, and

who does not, is based upon what a person does with Jesus Christ.

Those who believe in Him are going to heaven when they die. Those who
do not are going to hell.
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There Are No Winners In Suicide

We again must stress the fact that suicide is an extremely selfish act.
There are no winners when a person takes their own life. It leaves behind
shattered lives of those who loved that person.

Consequently, as we indicated in a previous question, the act of suicide is
neither noble nor honorable. It should never be contemplated by a child
of God. Never!

Summary To Question 28
Do Those Who Commit Suicide Automatically Go To Hell?
Is It The Unpardonable Sin?

There are some Christians who assume that when a believer in Jesus
Christ commits suicide it automatically sends them to hell. A number of
arguments are usually made for this position.

One passage which is often used is 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. It says that the
Lord will destroy those who destroy God’s temple. This has been
understood to mean that anyone who takes their own life will not be
allowed to enter heaven. Since our body is called the temple of the Holy
Spirit, we will be destroyed if we destroy the temple.

There is also the issue of unconfessed sin in our lives. By definition,
suicide is not a sin from which we can later repent. Since those who die
by means of suicide were not able to confess their sins it is assumed by
some that they will not be allowed to enter heaven.

In addition, suicide is murder. Are we to assume that the Lord will let a
person into heaven whose last act is murder? Thus, many people
conclude that suicide keeps people from entering heaven since it is the
unpardonable sin.

But this is not the case. Suicide, by itself, will not keep one from heaven.
The only unforgivable sin is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Today
this consists of rejecting the work of the Holy Spirit which convicts a
person of sin and their need of Christ as Savior. If a person rejects this
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work of the Spirit of God, then there can be no forgiveness. Everything
else can be forgiven. This includes suicide.

The mental state of the person also has to be considered. Indeed, often
those who commit suicide have some type of mental illness or instability
where they are not acting rationally.

Others commit suicide on the spur of the moment when something tragic
occurs in their life. These circumstances need to be appreciated by those

who want to automatically consign someone to hell who takes their own
life.

In addition, the passage in First Corinthians is not speaking of individual
believers. The word “you” is plural. The passage is emphasizing that God
will judge those people who attempt to stop His ongoing work through
His temple on the earth, His church. It is not addressing individual
believers who take their own lives. The subject of suicide is not being
addressed in this passage.

Finally, we all have unconfessed sin. We go to sleep each night with these
sins. Indeed, none of us confess everything which we have done sinful on
that particular day.

In addition, there are also sins of omission on our part. There are certain
things which we should have done which we do not do. These acts are
sinful but they are hardly ever confessed by us.

Fortunately this lack of confession will not keep us out of God’s
kingdom. Jesus Christ has taken the penalty of our sins upon Himself.
Once we trust Him as Savior we are forgiven for all of our sins. This
includes future sins.

Thus, the lack of confession of a particular sin which we did do, or
something which we should have done which we did not do, will not
keep us out of heaven.

We therefore conclude that suicide, by itself, does not keep one out of
heaven. What keeps a person out of heaven is rejecting Jesus Christ as
their Savior. This is the unforgivable sin.
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Having said this we again must stress that suicide is a selfish act and
always leads to horrific pain and suffering for those left behind. While it
may be forgiven, it should never be seen as an option for those who
believe in Christ.
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Question 29

What Is The Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit?
(Why Is This The Unpardonable Sin?)

Suicide is not the unpardonable sin. As tragic as it is, this does not mean
the person automatically goes to hell. However, there is an unpardonable
sin that will keep people out of heaven. Since this is the teaching of
Scripture, we need to understand exactly what it is so that we will not
commit it.

In this question, we will examine what exactly the unpardonable sin was
in Jesus’ day. In our next question, we will discover what the
unpardonable sin is in our present day.

The Confrontation Of Jesus With The Religious Leaders

During His earthly ministry, in a confrontation with the religious rulers,
the Lord Jesus spoke of an unforgivable sin called the “blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit.” He said that whoever commits this terrible sin would
never be forgiven. Indeed, they could not be forgiven in this life or in the
next. Since there is such a thing as an “unforgivable sin,” that will keep
people out of heaven, it is vital that we know exactly what this sin is.

What Does It Mean To Blaspheme?

To begin with, it is important that we understand what is meant by the
term “blasphemy.” Basically it has the idea to “speak against, insult, or
curse.” In Scripture, the word is used for insults hurled at both God and
humans.

For example, the Greek noun “blaspheme” is used of people slandering
one another. Paul used it in his letter to the Ephesians. He encouraged

the believers not to “slander” others. He put it this way.

All bitterness, anger and wrath, insult and slander must be removed
from you, along with all wickedness (Ephesians 4:31 CSB).
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The word translated as “slander” is the Greek word “blaspheme.” In this
context, it speaks of insults or curses one person directs at another. Paul
said that this is something which believers should not do. Thus,
blasphemies, slanderous or insulting accusations, can be directed at

people.

The word translated blasphemy can also be used of strong insults or
curses directed against God. Scripture records a number of examples of
people cursing the God of the Bible.

The people of Israel who left Egypt in the Exodus were accused of
insulting or blaspheming God. Indeed, not only did they build a golden
calf, they claimed that this image was the actual god which brought them
out of the land of Egypt! Scripture says.

Even when they had made for themselves a golden calf and said,
‘This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt, and had
committed great blasphemies” (Nehemiah 9:18 ESV).

These acts by the people were considered insults or blasphemies against
God.

In fact, we find that Jesus Himself was accused of blasphemy by the
religious rulers. He claimed the ability, or the right, to be able to forgive
sins. Yet this was something which God alone could do. We read the
following response of the religious leaders to Jesus’ claim to forgive the
sins of a certain paralyzed man.

Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins
but God alone? (Mark 2:7 NKJV).

They realized that God alone forgives sins. Consequently, they assumed
Jesus was blaspheming or insulting God by claiming the same authority.

Therefore, the word is not a special term which refers to cursing or

insulting God. Instead, the context must determine whether the insult or
curse is against God or another human being,.
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Cursing God Was A Serious Offense

In the OId Testament, we find that cursing or insulting God was an
extremely serious offence. Those who openly defied the Lord were to be
cut off from the people. Scripture says.

But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or foreigner,
blasphemes the LORD and must be cut off from their people.
Because they have despised the LORD’s word and broken his
commands, they must surely be cut off; their guilt remains on them

(Numbers 15:30-31 NIV).

Notice this includes native-born Israelites as well as foreigners. Anyone
who blasphemes the Lord was to be cut off from the people.

In another place, we read that those who cursed the Lord were worthy of
the death penalty. Moses wrote.

And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God
shall bear his sin. Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall
surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The
sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall
be put to death (Leviticus 24:15-16 NIV).

Therefore, simply stated, the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would
involve some type of insulting, or cursing, the work of the Holy Spirit.
The Jewish audience which Jesus addressed certainly knew the serious
nature of such a sin.

The Background Of Jesus’ Statement

This brings us to the setting, or occasion, of Jesus’ statement. The
background of Jesus’ statement can be found in Matthew 12:22-30. Jesus
healed 2 man who was possessed by a demon. He was blind, mute, and
probably deaf. This combination of illnesses made it impossible for
anyone to cast the demon out of the man because there was no way
anyone could communicate with him.
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When the people saw Jesus heal the man, they wondered if He could be
the long-awaited Messiah. Indeed, who else but the Messiah could
perform such a miracle? However, not everyone was convinced.

The Accusation That Was Made Against Jesus

The suggestion that Jesus could be the promised Messiah brought a quick
response from the religious leaders. Matthew records the following.

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the
prince of demons, that this man casts out demons” (Matthew 12:24

ESV).

They accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Satan. In
other words, they could not deny His power but rather they attributed it
to some evil or demonic source. Who would want to follow someone
who is working with Satan? Since the religious leaders were supposedly in
a position to determine the source of Jesus’ miracles, this accusation had
to be answered by the Lord.

The Response By Jesus: Satan Does Not Work Against Himself

Jesus responded by showing how illogical their arguments were. He made
it clear that Satan would not cast out Satan. We read what took place.

Since Jesus knew what they were thinking, he said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is ruined. And every city or household
divided against itself will not last. If Satan forces Satan out, he is
divided against himself. How, then, can his kingdom last? If I force
demons out of people with the help of Beelzebul, who helps your
followers force them out? That’s why they will be your judges. But if
I force demons out with the help of God’s Spirit, then the kingdom
of God has come to you. How can anyone go into a strong man’s
house and steal his property? First he must tie up the strong man.
Then he can go through his house and steal his property (Matthew
12:25-29 God’s Word).

Satan was not in the business of casting out himself. The power to
exorcise demons belongs to God and to Him alone. The fact that Jesus
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could cast out demons made it plain that the power of God was operating
among them. Therefore, these people were held responsible to respond
to God’s miraculous power in their midst.

To reject God’s work among them was insulting or cursing God. It was
blaspheming the work of the Holy Spirit. As we mentioned, the Old
Testament prescribed the death penalty for those who did such things.
Consequently, attributing Jesus’ Spirit-led miracles to a demonic source
was the worst sin which they could commit. Indeed, by doing so, they
were cursing the God of the Bible.

Jesus’ Response To Those Who Commit Such A Sin

Jesus further responded to their false accusations. Matthew, Mark and
Luke record Jesus” words about the fate of those who blaspheme against
the Holy Spirit. Matthew writes.

Every sin or blasphemy can be forgiven-- except blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit, which can never be forgiven. Anyone who
blasphemes against me, the Son of Man, can be forgiven, but
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this
world or in the world to come (Matthew 12:31,32 NLT).

No forgiveness is possible for those who commit this sin.
Mark records Jesus’ words in this manner.
Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and
whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin— for
they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit” (Mark 3:28-30 ESV).
These religious rulers attributed Jesus’ exorcism to a demonic source as
well as saying that He had an “unclean spirit.” Mark records Jesus calling

this an “eternal sin.”

In another context, Luke records the following words of Jesus about the
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
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I tell you, all those who stand before others and say they believe in
me, I, the Son of Man, will say before the angels of God that they
belong to me. But all who stand before others and say they do not
believe in me, I will say before the angels of God that they do not
belong to me. “Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man can be
forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven. "When you are brought into the synagogues before the
leaders and other powerful people, don’t worry about how to defend
yourself or what to say. At that time the Holy Spirit will teach you
what you must say” (Luke 12:8-12 NCV).

From these sources, we can make a number of observations from Jesus’
statements about the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

Observation One: The Sin Was Unforgivable

First, this sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit was unforgivable.
Matthew records Jesus saying that there would be no forgiveness in this
life or in the next for what these religious leaders had done. The
seriousness of their sin was made plain to them. Indeed, it would keep the
offender out of heaven.

In fact, Mark records Jesus as saying that this is an “eternal sin.”” In other
words, it has everlasting consequences. There would be no forgiveness
for those who engage in such insults to God.

Observation Two: It Seems To Be A Public Rejection
Of Jesus And His Message

From Luke, we discover something else. It also seems to consist of some
public rejection of the ministry of Jesus as well as that of His disciples.
Indeed, in His next statement, after speaking of the blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit, Jesus says that the Spirit will be with His disciples as they
testify about Him before the religious authorities.

It is, therefore, seemingly more than a lack of belief in Christ. It is also

the public denial of the testimony of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Christ.
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Observation Three: Sins Done In Ignorance Against
Jesus Can Be Forgiven

Interestingly, we find that Jesus said that sins against Him could be
forgiven but there would be no forgiveness of those who blaspheme the
Holy Spirit. This seems to mean that people could ignorantly or
unintentionally say things against Jesus without committing the
unpardonable sin. Forgiveness is still possible for those who do this.

However, if a person knowingly and defiantly speaks insults against the
power of the Holy Spirit, who is testifying to the truth of Jesus and His
message, there is no forgiveness possible. This was an especially terrible
sin which the religious leaders were committing.

Indeed, they were publicly attributing Jesus’ miraculous power to the
devil. This was not done in ignorance. In fact, it was a willing rejection of
the God of the Bible; the God whom they were supposed to be serving.
Furthermore, they were doing it publicly, in front of the multitude. They
were pitting their authority against His.

Observation Four: It Was An Insult To God

Thus, specifically, in this particular context, the blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit was a denial of the work of the Holy Spirit in the Person of
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was working in Jesus as well as through
Jesus. The Spirit of God was testifying to everyone that Jesus was the
Messiah. Rejecting the message of the Spirit was the same as rejecting or
insulting the God of the Bible.

Observation Five: Theirs Was A Continual State Of Sin

There is something else we must note. These religious leaders were in a
continuous state of sin by denying that the miracles of Jesus were
accomplished through the power of God.

Consequently they were in a constant state of sin or rebellion against
God. What made matters worse was that these men were the religious
authorities, the spiritual leaders. Their testimony carried great weight with
the people. Their false accusations could not go unchallenged.
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Summing It Up: The Nature Of The Blasphemy
Against The Holy Spirit

In sum, the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, in this context, is the
public attributing of the work of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ, to
Satan. The Holy Spirit testified of Jesus’ identity as the promised Messiah.
Refusal to acknowledge this obvious testimony of the work of God was
blaspheming the Holy Spirit.

This sin could not be forgiven. In other words, someone who would
consciously and publicly reject that God was working through the Person
of Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, could not be forgiven of
this sin. In fact, this continual rejection of the work of the Holy Spirit is
the one sin that would keep them out of heaven. All other sins could and
would be forgiven.

This was what Jesus meant when He spoke of the blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit. These religious leaders were committing the unpardonable
sin. No forgiveness was possible as long as they were doing this.

Summary To Question 29
What Is The Blasphemy Against The Holy Spirit?
(Why Is This The Unpardonable Sin)

As we have noted, suicide is not the unpardonable sin. However, such a
sin does exist that will keep people out of heaven.

In the gospels, we read of Jesus speaking about the “unpardonable sin.”
This means that there is a sin which people can commit that cannot be
forgiven. It is also known as the “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.”
Since this sin is unpardonable it is important that we know exactly what it
is so that we do not commit it.

To begin with, we should look at what it means “to blaspheme.”
Blasphemy basically has the idea of insulting, cursing or speaking against
someone. Depending upon the context, this insult can be directed against
either humans or God. Indeed, the same word is used in Scripture of
insults hurled at God as well as at other humans.
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In the Old Testament, those who cursed or defiantly insulted the God of
Israel were given the death penalty. Therefore, it was an especially horrific
sin in God’s eyes. Consequently, the people to whom Jesus spoke would
be aware of the gravity of such a sin.

With this understanding of the background of the word we can have a
better understanding of its meaning when Jesus used it. The context of
Jesus’ statement about the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit involved a
certain miracle which He did. Jesus performed a mighty deed of healing a
man who was demon-possessed, blind and mute. The religious leaders,
instead of acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah, attributed this, as well as
all of His other miracles, to the power of the devil.

Therefore, while recognizing that some power had allowed Jesus to do
this miraculous work, they claimed that His power was demonic rather
than the work of the Holy Spirit of God. This was not done in ignorance.

Jesus responded to their accusations. He made the statement that human
beings may be forgiven for every sin which they commit. This includes
blaspheming or insulting Christ Himself. However, there is one sin from
which they can never be forgiven; the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

In this particular instance, the sin was attributing the work of Jesus
Christ, which was done by the power of the Spirit, to the devil. In other
words, it was insulting the Holy Spirit who was testifying to Christ as well
as testifying through Christ.

We should note that the religious leaders were continually attributing
these miraculous works of Jesus to the devil. Their verbal denouncing of
Christ was public and it was ongoing. Therefore, they were consciously
and knowingly rejecting the testimony of the Spirit as to the identity of
Jesus Christ. The result of such insulting the Holy Spirit was that the
person could not be forgiven for their sin neither in this life nor in the life
to come.

In another context, Jesus used the term “blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit” in reference to the message of His disciples. They preached His
message with His authority. Those people who heard the message of
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Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit, but publicly and defiantly
rejected it, were also guilty of committing this unpardonable sin. No
forgiveness was possible for them as long as they were doing this.

Therefore, we can conclude that the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit
was more than one particular sin which these religious leaders were
committing. Indeed, it is a continuous state of publicly insulting or
cursing the work of the Holy Spirit which was done in the Person of
Christ. Since there could be no real question that the miracles of Jesus
had been brought about through the power of the Holy Spirit, those who
attributed His work to Satan or some demonic force could not expect to
be forgiven.

Indeed, the consequences of blaspheming the Holy Spirit meant eternal
damnation. There could be no forgiveness in this life or in eternity for
rejecting the work of the Holy Spirit through the Person of Jesus Christ.
Consequently, this is the one sin that will keep people out of heaven.
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Question 30

What Sin Will Keep People Out Of Heaven?
How Does Someone Today Commit The Unpardonable Sin?

When Jesus Christ was on earth, He spoke of an unpardonable sin called
the “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” Jesus said this sin could not be
forgiven in this life or in the next life. Indeed, it is also called an “eternal
sin.” Thus, committing this particular sin will keep people out of heaven.

The word blaspheme has the idea of “cursing, insulting, or rejecting.” We
discover that the religious leaders of His day were guilty of committing
that sin. Specifically, the Holy Spirit was blasphemed when the works of
Jesus Christ, performed through the power of the Holy Spirit, were
attributed to the devil. Since the ministry of the Holy Spirit gave clear
testimony to Jesus being the Messiah, those who rejected this truth could
not be forgiven. Indeed, apart from Jesus Christ there is no forgiveness of
sin.

The Importance Of This Issue

This brings up an all-important question. Since Jesus is no longer on the
earth, then how does one blaspheme the Holy Spirit today? How does a
person commit the “unpardonable sin?” In other words, what sin does a
person commit that will keep them out of heaven for all eternity?

We certainly do not want to be guilty of doing this! So how can it be
avoided? A number of observations need to be made in answering this
crucial question.

Jesus’ Historical Situation Was Unique

We must first understand that this particular situation, where Jesus spoke
of the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, was unique. Jesus Christ was
physically present on the earth, performing miracles through the Holy
Spirit’s power to testify that He was the promised Messiah. The religious
leaders rejected His miraculous deeds as coming from the Lord. Instead,
they attributed them to a demonic source.
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Thus, the way in which they insulted or blasphemed the Holy Spirit was
clear.

But Jesus Christ is not with us today in a physical presence like He was in
the first century. Indeed, Christ is not on the earth to personally work His
miracles through the power of the Holy Spirit. How then does the
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit occur in our day and age without Jesus’
presence? Can a person still commit the unpardonable sin?

The World Still Needs Forgiveness

To begin with, we find that the work of the Holy Spirit is still the same.
Indeed, nothing has really changed. His mission is to testify about Jesus
Christ and to show the world it needs His forgiveness.

On the night of His betrayal, Jesus said the following concerning the
ministry of the Holy Spirit to the unbelieving world.

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if
I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the
world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning
sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged (John 16:7-11

ESV).

Among other things, the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to convict the
unbelieving world of sin. His mission is to show them their need for Jesus
Christ as Savior.

The Sin Against The Holy Spirit Today Is Unbelief In Jesus
Therefore, the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is unbelief in Jesus

Christ. It is insulting or rejecting the work of the Holy Spirit which
testifies that Christ is Savior and Lord.
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This is confirmed by what Jesus said on another occasion. Indeed, He
equated the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit with the preaching of the
message by His disciples. We read.

I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me, the Son of Man will
also acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever publicly
disowns me will be disowned before the angels of God. And
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven. When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and
authorities, do not wotry about how you will defend yourselves or
what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what
you should say (Luke 12:8-12 NIV)

The message of Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, is still to be proclaimed
today. Those who reject it are actually insulting the God of the Bible.
Indeed, those who continually reject the Holy Spirit’s ministry of
portraying Jesus Christ as the only Savior of humanity are blaspheming
the Holy Spirit.

If this state of sin continues they will not receive forgiveness for their sins
but rather the wrath, or judgment, of God will remain on them. The Bible
makes their fate clear.

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him (John 3:36

NIV).

Those who reject God the Son, Jesus Christ, can only expect to
experience God’s wrath. They cannot ever receive forgiveness for their
sin, neither in this world nor in the next.

It Is A Continuous State Of Unbelief

Therefore, today, as in Christ’s time, the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is a
continuous state of unbelief rather than the commission of one particular
sin. Unless that state of unbelief changes, the person will suffer eternal
separation from the Lord. The Bible speaks of the state of condemnation
unbelievers now find themselves.
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Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the
name of the only Son of God (John 3:18 NRSV)

Those who have rejected Jesus Christ are in this state of unbelief. This
unbelief will result in eternal condemnation unless a person turns to
Christ for forgiveness.

In sum, rejecting the message of Jesus Christ is how one blasphemes the
Holy Spirit in our day and age. This is the unpardonable sin which will
keep people out of heaven. On the other hand, once a person trusts
Christ as their Savior, then there is no possibility of them committing the
unpardonable sin. Every other sin we do commit can and will be
forgiven.

Summary To Question 30
What Sin Will Keep People Out Of Heaven?
How Does Someone Today Commit The Unpardonable Sin?

During His public ministry, Jesus spoke of the sin of the blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit. He referred to it as the unpardonable sin; a sin
which never could be forgiven. In other words, committing this particular
sin would keep people out of heaven.

In Jesus’ day, the Holy Spirit testified to Him as being the promised
Messiah. The miracles of Jesus were performed through the power of the
Holy Spirit to give evidence of Jesus’ identity. The blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit consisted of attributing this particular work of the Holy Spirit
to the devil.

In other words, instead of acknowledging that God was with Jesus when
He was doing these miracles, the religious rulers attributed His
miraculous works to demonic power.

However, Jesus Christ is no longer physically present on the earth.
Therefore, nobody, in exactly the same manner, can blaspheme the Holy
Spirit. Indeed, nobody can attribute His miraculous works to the devil
since Jesus is not with us in the same manner as He was in the first
century. So can a person still blaspheme the Holy Spirit? Yes, they can.
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Today one blasphemes the Holy Spirit by rejecting the ministry of the
Holy Spirit that speaks of the necessity of accepting Jesus Christ as
Savior. Indeed, Jesus specifically said the Holy Spirit was to come into the
world and convict unbelievers of their sin. If they did not respond to His
work, then there is no hope for them. There would be no forgiveness in
this life or in the next.

Jesus also made this clear when He spoke of the future ministry of His
disciples. Those who rejected their testimony about Jesus would also be
blaspheming the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, in our day and age the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the
state of unbelief in Jesus Christ as Savior. It is more of a continuing and
persistent rejection of the Holy Spirit than one particular sin. The only
way to avoid the sin of the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is to turn to
Jesus Christ for forgiveness; since apart from Him there is no forgiveness.

However, this sin cannot be committed once a person trusts Christ as
Savior. Every sin we do commit will be forgiven by Him.

In sum, the only sin that will keep people out of heaven is the rejection of
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
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Question 31

How Should We Respond To The Death
Of A Loved One Who Is A Believer?

Death is the final outcome for human beings living in a sinful world.
Once a person dies, there is no hope of doing anything else in this life.
All relationships in this world are over. Believers, as well as unbelievers
die. We all die.

What is the proper attitude to take when a loved one, who believes in
Jesus Christ, dies? Does the Bible provide any guidance on how to
respond?

What To Do When Believers Die

When loved ones, who are believers die, our attitude should be one of
sadness mixed with joy. The sadness is mainly for ourselves. It certainly
should not be for the believer who died. That person is in a better place.

Indeed, the loss is ours. Scripture says the following about the death of
the believer and the proper response.

1. We Must Realize That Death Is An Enemy

Death is not a friend. In fact, the Bible says that death is a real enemy.
Paul wrote the following to the Corinthians.

The last enemy #hat shall be destroyed 7s death (1 Corinthians 15:26
KJV).
Death robs us. Indeed, the deceased loved one will no longer be part of
our lives. On this earth, we will no longer see that person or talk to that

person. It is a genuine loss, a heartfelt loss.

We should not pretend that it is not. Losing someone we know and love
hurts.
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2. Mourning About Death Is Appropriate

We also find that mourning the dead is appropriate. Scripture gives us
examples of godly people who mourned at the death of other godly
people whom they loved.

David Mourned The Death Of Jonathan

We find David mourning for his good friend Jonathan when he died. We
read.

Then David and all the men with him took hold of their clothes and
tore them. They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul
and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and for the
nation of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword (2 Samuel 1:11-
12 NIV).

David went through the normal grieving process. He did not pretend that
his good friend Jonathan’s death was painless for him. It hurt him deeply.

Godly Believers Mourned Stephen’s Loss

Christians, like everyone, else are not immune to pain when people die. It
is not wrong for Christians to mourn.

The Bible tells us what took place after the martyr Stephen died.

Devout men buried Stephen as they mourned loudly for him (Acts
8:2 God’s Wotd).

There was great sorrow at his loss. No longer would they ever have the
fellowship of Stephen in this life.

Furthermore, we are told that these men were “devout” or “godly.” This

informs us that it is proper for godly people to grieve at the death of a
fellow believer; especially one they deeply care about.
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Jesus Mourned At The Death Of Lazarus

Jesus Himself mourned at the tomb of His dead friend Lazarus. The
Bible says that Jesus cried. John wrote.

Jesus wept (John 11:35 KJV).

Even Jesus could weep at death. If He was allowed to cry, then we
certainly are also.

3. The Sting Of Death Is Gone For The Believer

Fortunately, Jesus Christ has taken the sting out of death. Paul wrote the
following victorious statement to the Corinthians.

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.” O Death, where /s your
sting? O Hades, where 75 your victory? (1 Corinthians 15:54,55

NKJV).

Death is still our enemy but this enemy will one day be destroyed.
Ultimately, death is not victorious over the believer. While it is an enemy,
it is a conquered enemy!

4. There Is Hope For The Dead In Jesus Christ

In Christ Jesus, there is hope for the living and the dead. Paul wrote to
the Thessalonians about the genuine hope which each of us has.

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,

about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do
who have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13 NRSV).

Notice that he did not want the people to be uninformed about this truth.
He made it clear that it is proper to be sorrowful when a believer dies, but
it is not the same sorrowtful feeling as those who have no hope. Christians
do mourn when another Christian dies, especially a loved one. However
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our sorrow is mixed with the hope of something better for the one who
passed away.

The Lord Himself is our hope. The psalmist wrote.

The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18 NIV).

Fortunately, we have hope in Jesus Christ.
5. There Is Comfort For The Hurting

One of the great truths in Scripture is that the comfort we receive from
the Lord can also be used to comfort others. Indeed, those who have
received comfort can provide comfort for the hurting. Paul wrote the
following to the Corinthians about how we help one another.

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He is the Father
who is compassionate and the God who gives comfort. He comforts
us whenever we suffer. That is why whenever other people suffer, we

are able to comfort them by using the same comfort we have
received from God (2 Corinthians 1:3-4 God’s Wotd).

This is good news! God allows us to comfort others with the same
comfort we received when we had experienced a similar heartbreak. Even
in the midst of pain and sorrow, there is comfort which can be given.

6. We Can Grieve When We Realize We Will
Never See A Person Again In This Life

Not only should Christians grieve for dead loved ones, we may also
grieve when we realize that we will not ever see certain loved ones again.
As far as this life is concerned, we will never have the pleasure of their
company.

This can be illustrated with an experience of the Apostle Paul. He spent
much time with the believers in the city of Ephesus. There came a time
when he said goodbye to them for what he thought was the last time. He
believed that they would never see him again. He said to them.
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And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again (Acts 20:25
NRSV).

After he made a farewell speech, the people were grieved because they
would never see him again. We read of their emotional response.

Everyone cried and hugged and kissed him. They were especially sad
because Paul had told them, “You will never see me again” (Acts
20:37,38 CEV).

This type of emotional response is certainly allowable for believers.
Therefore it is permitted for us to grieve when we realize we will not see
someone again.

Paul Grieved At The Possibility Of The Death Of Epaphroditus

We find Paul grieving at the idea of the possible death of Epaphroditus, a
fellow minister. He wrote the following to the Philippians about this
grief.

Still, I think it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus--my brother
and co-worker and fellow soldier, your messenger and minister to my
need; for he has been longing for all of you, and has been distressed
because you heard that he was ill. He was indeed so ill that he nearly
died. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me
also, so that I would not have one sorrow after another (Philippians
2:25-27 NRSV).

It was proper to him to grieve at the possibility of losing his close friend
and fellow-worker.

In fact, Paul emphasized that the loss of this man would have caused him
tremendous sorrow. Consequently, we can, and should, also grieve at the
possibility that someone may soon die and that we may have seen them
for the very last time.
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There Are Many Reasons To Grieve

In sum, we can say that the Bible understands what we go through when
a fellow believer dies, especially a loved one. However, because we know
that this person is with the Lord the feelings we have are bittersweet.

It is also permissible to grieve for someone we love who is about to die
whom we may never see again.

Thus, grieving is normal in a number of different circumstances.
However, as mentioned, for our loved ones who have put their faith in
Jesus Christ our grief is tempered with genuine hope. Indeed, we will see
them again! Praise God!

Summary To Question 31
How Should We Respond To The Death Of A Loved
One Who Is A Believer?

Death is an enemy for all of us. There is no getting around this. When a
loved one dies, we should express our grief at their loss. There is nothing
wrong with mourning for the dead. Yet the death of Christians is
bittersweet. We know they are better off, it is we ourselves who have
suffered loss. The mourning, therefore, is for those of us who are left
behind and for our loss of never seeing them again this side of heaven.

We find that mourning is a biblical practice. Scripture gives us examples
of believers mourning at the death of others. This includes King David
who mourned the death of Jonathan. He was deeply hurt when his best
friend died. Scripture records David’s words which he wrote about his
great loss.

The godly believers who buried the martyr Stephen mourned at his
murder. They had suffered a great loss at the death of their beloved
friend. Although they knew Stephen was with Jesus, this was still a loss
for them. Jesus Himself cried at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. If Jesus
can cry at death then so can we. He knows that death brings pain.
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Consequently, mourning at the death of another believer, especially a
loved one, is not sinful. We should not ever assume that our tears
somehow show a lack of faith. They do not.

While it is proper to mourn, Christians mourn as those who have genuine
hope. Jesus Christ has conquered death. Those who believe in Him will
also conquer the grave. The bodies of the dead in Christ will one day be
raised.

Because of what Jesus accomplished on the cross, we can be comforted
with the thought that we will again see those loved ones who have died in
Christ. Therefore, our mourning should be tempered with our
understanding that the believer who has died is now in glory.

There is something else which should also be considered. Not only are we
allowed to grieve for our dead loved ones, we may also grieve when we
realize that we will not see a loved one again. This is what happened in
the case of the Apostle Paul and the church at Ephesus. He and the entire
leadership were in tears at the thought of never seeing each other again.
Thus, it is proper to grieve at the prospect of never again seeing someone
who is still alive.

In addition, we find Paul grieving over the possible death of his friend
Epaphroditus. Though Epaphroditus did not die, Paul was concerned
with the possibility that his beloved fellow-worker in Christ would
experience death. This type of grief is also acceptable.

Again, grief is something the Scripture understands and allows. Grief is
certainly understandable for the believer who realizes they will never see a
loved one again in this life. However, with this grief there is always hope.
We will see them again someday!
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Question 32

How Should We Respond To
The Death Of A Loved One Who
May Not Be A Believer?

The death of a loved one is always a loss. However, the death of a loved
one, who may have died as an unbeliever, is a cause for even greater
sadness. We have sadness that we will not see that loved one again, as
well as sadness that they may not have been a believer in Jesus Christ as
their Savior.

How then should we react to the death of a loved one who may have not
believed in Jesus? What should we do?

Their Final Destination Is In The Hands Of God

To begin with, God and God alone will be the Judge of our loved one.
Only He knows whether or not they have believed in Christ. While we
cannot be comforted with the knowledge that they were a genuine
believer, we do not know what may have happened between them and
the Lord in their dying moments. In these cases, we leave it in the hands
of the Lord.

Our Hearts Should Desire To Reach The Lost

Realizing this should all the more encourage Christians to bring the
message of salvation for those who still have a chance, those who are still
living. We should desire to be an instrument of the Lord through prayer
and our testimony. We are not able to do anything for the dead but we
certainly can reach the living.

For example, Paul’s feeling toward Israel illustrates the proper attitude
toward the lost. He wrote the following in the Book of Romans.

I am a follower of Christ, and the Holy Spirit is a witness to my

conscience. So I tell the truth and I am not lying when I say my heart
is broken and I am in great sorrow. I would gladly be placed under
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God’s curse and be separated from Christ for the good of my own
people (Romans 9:1-3 CEV).

He had tremendous agony for the lost. He wanted them to know the
same Christ that He knew. If it were possible, he would wish himself
accursed for their sake. While it was not possible, this shows the depth of
his feelings.

There Is No Hope Without Jesus Christ

The Bible is clear that those who have died without Jesus Christ are
without any hope whatsoever. There are no words of comfort that we can
give. They have no second chance, no hope of repentance. Only
judgment waits. The writer to the Hebrews said.

And just as people are appointed to die once, and then to face
judgment (Hebrews 9:27 NET).

We only live once. After this life judgment awaits all of us. For the
believer it consists of rewards for our faithful service. Indeed, judgment
day is “reward day.”

However, for the nonbeliever there is only condemnation. Therefore,
death ends any chance of that person coming to God and obtaining

eternal life.

Consequently, it is essential that we reach people who are still alive with
the message of Jesus Christ. He is their only hope.

Ultimately, We Do Not Know Their Destiny
There is something else we must appreciate. The Bible makes it clear that
the Lord, and only the Lord, is the Judge of the human race. Judgment is

His right alone.

Indeed, only the Lord knows their hearts. The Bible says.
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For he has set a day for judging the world with justice by the man he
has appointed, and he proved to everyone who this is by raising him
from the dead (Acts 17:31 NLT)

Note that the Bible says that the Lord will judge everyone “with justice”
or “with righteousness.” Therefore, we should be careful in what we say
or think about the eternal destiny of our loved ones.

We cannot assume that responsibility. We leave it in the capable hands of
the Lord and rest in His goodness and His righteousness.

Summary To Question 32
How Should We Respond To The Death Of A Loved
One Who May Not Be A Believer?

When a friend or a relative dies, it is a sad moment. We are sad, because
we have lost someone close to us. It is all the more sad when we are not
certain if that person had placed their faith in Christ.

We know that they will not have a second chance to believe after death.
Their fate has been eternally determined in this life and in this life alone.
There is nothing we, or anyone else, can do for them. Their destiny is
fixed.

Consequently, our thoughts and efforts should be directed at those
unsaved people who are living. They are still reachable. We should put
our time into reaching them with the message of Jesus Christ. The dead
are beyond our reach.

As far as those who have died, ultimately we do not know if a person has
made a decision to believe in the Lord. Indeed, it is between them and
God. Yet the fact there is doubt about a person’s relationship with the
Lord is a cause for sadness.

However, we must recognize that it is not our personal responsibility to
determine the eternal destiny of anyone. We do not have the ability to
make such decisions. This belongs to the God of the Bible and to Him
alone.
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Since we do not have sufficient knowledge to make a determination
about those who have died, we should not assume that we know where
they are going. This should come as a relief to us. God will judge them
and His judgment will be fair and right. In the end, this is all we really
need to know.
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Question 33

How Are We To Understand People Who Have Claimed To Have
Visions Of Heaven Or Hell Right Before Their Death?
(Deathbed Visions)

There have been a number of people who have claimed to have some
type of supernatural or heavenly vision shortly before the time of their
death. Among other things, these are known as “deathbed visions.”

What are these things? Are they real? How should we respond to the idea
that certain people have had these experiences immediately prior to
death? What does the Bible say about this?

Deathbed Visions And Near Death Experiences

A deathbed experience is not the same as a “near death experience.” In a
so-called near death experience the person dies, comes back to life, and
then tells us what the other side is like.

A deathbed experience, or a deathbed vision, refers to what people claim
to actually see what the next world consists of. Before they lose their life,
they have visions of what they are about to experience in the realm of the
dead. Soon thereafter they pass on to the next world.

However, contrary to those who claim to have had near death
experiences, these people do 7of come back to tell us if their visions were
accurate.

These deathbed visions include seeing deceased loved ones, religious
figures such as Moses, Jesus, or heaven itself. There have also been

reports of people seeing the darkness of hell with all its horror. Those
reports do not get as well-publicized.

A Biblical Example Of A Deathbed Vision: Stephen

While there are biblical examples of people who have died and then have
come back to life, none of them have said anything about their
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experience in the realm of the dead; at least nothing that was recorded in
the Bible.

However, we do have an example of one who had a deathbed vision; the
martyr Stephen. When Stephen, the first martyr of the Christian church
was about to be murdered by a hostile crowd, he testified to seeing Jesus
waiting for Him. Scripture puts it this way.

When the council members heard Stephen’s speech, they were angry
and furious. But Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit. He looked
toward heaven, where he saw our glorious God and Jesus standing at
his right side. Then Stephen said, “I see heaven open and the Son of
Man standing at the right side of God!” (Acts 7:54-56 CEV).

Stephen was granted a vision of heaven with Jesus Christ welcoming him
home. The description of Jesus by Stephen is significant. All other
portrayals of the glorified Christ have him sitting at the right hand of God
the Father.

Here the Lord is standing. Jesus is waiting to welcome one of his saints to
heaven. Therefore, the idea of some type of heavenly deathbed vision is
consistent with biblical teaching. Ultimately, of course, we do not know
what really happens to those who have had these visions because there is
no way to test them. Yet when a believer in Jesus Christ is about to die,
and testifies to seeing heaven opening up to receive them, we should not
doubt what they are saying,

In the same manner, we should not doubt when unbelievers have visions
of terror and judgment when they are about die. Their eternity awaits and
it too is calling them to where they will soon go.

Summary To Question 33

How Are We To Understand People Who Have Claimed To Have
Had Visions Of Heaven Or Hell Right Before Their Death?
(Deathbed Visions)

Deathbed visions are certain experiences which people claim they are
having as they are about to die. Many people have given testimony to
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seeing departed love ones, the face of Jesus, or some other wonderful
sight as they slip into eternity.

Deathbed visions are different from near death experiences. In a near
death experience, a person claims to have died and then come back from
the realm of the dead. Their experience is of one who has died and then
comes back to life. In near death experiences the person relates what the
other side is like from one who had been there temporarily.

The deathbed vision consists of visions of a person who is about to die.
They do not return from the dead to tell us if their vision was correct.
Thus, we have no way of knowing if what they saw was actually there.

While nobody can prove or disprove the validity of their experience, a
deathbed vision for the believer is consistent with the teaching of
Scripture. We are told that the martyr Stephen, when he was about to be
murdered, saw a vision of Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God
the Father. Jesus was waiting to receive Stephen into heaven.

We also note that Jesus was not in His usual position of sitting at the
right hand of the Father; He actually stood up to welcome Stephen! What
a tremendous comfort it is to believers to know that Jesus is ready to
welcome those who have believed in Him. This deathbed vision was
given to encourage Stephen as well as to those of us who read about it.
Believers, who are about to die, are welcomed into the presence of the
Lotd.

This being the case, we should not doubt the possibility or the actuality of
other believers having similar experiences when they are about to die.
Consequently, we should not discount such testimonies.

The same can be said for the experiences of unbelievers who are about to
die. They too testify to visions of the next wotld. However, in their case,
it is the darkness in which they are about to enter.

These visions of believers and unbelievers are consistent of what we
know about the afterlife. Some will enter into the presence of Jesus Christ
while others will spend a lonely Christless eternity. This is the clear
teaching of Scripture.
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Question 34

How Are We To Understand Claims Of People Who Say
They Have Died, Gone To Heaven Or Hell,
And Then Returned? (Near Death Experiences)

Deathbed visions, people getting a glimpse of the eternity they are about
to enter, are likely to be actual experiences by those who are about to
depart from this world.

However, the same cannot be said for what is known as “near death
experiences.” This term refers to testimonies of people who have been
pronounced dead yet come back to life after a short period of time.
Certain people have claimed that during the interval between death and
resuscitation they had experiences of the afterlife. Testimonies vary as to
what is seen in the next world.

Some people testify to a peaceful experience. Usually, they are assured
that there is indeed an afterlife where everything is wonderful for every
person. In other words, death does not have to be feared because
everyone will be received in some sort of eternal bliss once they have

died.

As can be imagined, this sort of testimony is well-received by the public
which fears death and does not want to think about it.

What should we make of such testimonies of a blissful afterlifer Should
we believe these people really got a glimpse of the next world?

1. The Only Reliable Source Is Scripture
To begin with, the only authoritative source on the next life is what is
found in God’s Word, the Bible. Scripture, and Scripture alone, has the

tinal say on all matters.

Thus, whatever anyone says about any topic, which the Bible touches
upon, must conform to Scripture. If not, we simply do not believe it.
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How then do testimonies of near death experiences compare to what the
Bible says? Should we believe them? There are a number of points we
need to make.

2. There Are Accounts Of People Who Have Come Back To
Life

There are accounts of biblical characters which were brought back from
the dead, or resuscitated. We find them recorded in both testaments.

A. O1d Testament Examples

There are three examples in the Old Testament of people coming back to
life. They can be listed as follows.

Elijah Raised A Child From The Dead (1 Kings 17:20-22)

Scripture testifies of the prophet Elijah bringing a child back from the
dead. However, there is no record of the child speaking. The only thing
mentioned is that the child returned to life. Nothing more.

Elisha Brought A Child Back To Life (2 Kings 4:32-37)

Elisha the prophet performed a similar miracle of bringing a child back to
life. As was true in the case of Elijah, no words of the child are recorded.

The Bones Of Elisha Brought A Man
Back To Life (2 Kings 13:20-21)

There is also an instance of the dead body of Elisha bringing a dead man
back to life. We read what took place in Second Kings.

Elisha died and was buried. Moabite raiding parties invaded the land
at the beginning of the year. One day some men were burying a man
when they spotted a raiding party. So they threw the dead man into
Elisha’s tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man
came to life and stood on his feet (2 Kings 13:20-21 NET)
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Again, nothing is recorded about what the man may have said after he
was resuscitated.

In none of these examples, do we find any testimony of what life in the
unseen realm consisted of. No word is given as to what they experienced.

B. New Testament Examples

In the New Testament we have a number of stories of people being
brought back from the dead. They are as follows.

Jairus Daughter (Luke 8:49-55)

Jesus brought back to life the daughter of a man named Jairus. She had
just recently died when Jesus made her live again. However, there is no
record of her saying anything after she was resuscitated.

The Widow Of Nain’s Son (Luke 7:11-15)

Luke records Jesus resuscitating the son of a widow from the city of
Nain. She was on her way to bury her son when Jesus brought him back
from the dead. Scripture does not record him speaking,.

Lazarus (John 11)

Lazarus was dead four days when Jesus brought him back to life.
Although the Bible says that Lazarus held a feast for Jesus after his
resuscitation, no recorded words of Lazarus are found in the New
Testament.

Dorcas (Acts 9:36-41)

Dorcas, or Tabitha, was a woman who was a great asset to the early
church. When she died the believers asked Peter if he would bring her
back to life. The Lord gave him the ability to do so. However, there was
nothing written in Scripture about anything she may have said about her
death experience.
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Eutychus (Acts 20:7-12)

Eutychus was a young man who fell to his death after having fallen asleep
listening to a message from the Apostle Paul. Like the other biblical
characters, nothing is recorded of his experience in the realm of the dead.

Each of these people had died and were brought back to life. Yet
absolutely nothing is recorded in Scripture as to what they saw or what
they experienced. We do not know if they told anyone about what
happened to them during the time they were dead. Nothing has been
recorded.

3. There Is No Biblical Command To Discover
Truth From Those Who Have Died

Not only do we find the Scriptures silent as to what happened to those
who had died and were brought back to life, the Bible does not command
us to discover anything about the afterlife from those who have had such
an experience. They are not the people who should be giving us
information about what the world of the dead is like.

4. The Apostle Paul Did Not Describe His
Experience In The World Of The Dead

We only have one biblical testimony of an individual who went to the
realm of the dead and then came back to tell us about it, the Apostle Paul.
He had an experience where he was caught up to the presence of the
Lord. Interestingly, he did not reveal anything which happened to him
while he was there. He gave the following testimony to the church in
Corinth.

I have to brag. There is nothing to be gained by it, but I must brag
about the visions and other things that the Lord has shown me. I
know about one of Christ’s followers who was taken up into the
third heaven fourteen years ago. I don’t know if the man was still in
his body when it happened, but God certainly knows. As I said, only
God really knows if this man was in his body at the time. But he was
taken up into paradise, where he heard things that are too wonderful
to tell (2 Corinthians 12:1-4 CEV).

© Don Stewart 212



Living In The Light Of Eternity

Note well what he said. Paul testified that he was not able to give any
specifics about the afterlife. He could only testify that words could not
express the wonderful situation in which believers would find themselves.

Furthermore, there were things about this experience which he himself
was not certain of. Paul said that he did not know whether he was still in
his body or out of his body. If the Apostle Paul could not testify with any
certainty about his near death experience, then we should not listen to
anyone else who attempts to give a similar testimony of their experience.
They have no credibility whatsoever.

There is one other thing we must observe. This experience of Paul was
only mentioned this one time in his writings. Indeed, we never find him
sharing this experience again! Indeed, Paul never pointed to it to prove
that the afterlife existed. Never.

What do we find from his writings that give proof that there is an
afterlifer It was the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead which
demonstrates that an afterlife exists. He wrote.

And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you
are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in
Christ are lost! ... Butin fact, Christ has been raised from the dead.
He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died (1 Corinthians
15:17-18,20 NLT).

Therefore, we should follow the example of Paul. Indeed, our job is to
proclaim what the Scriptures have to say about proof of the afterlife
rather than looking to the testimonies of people who claim to have had
these near death experiences. This is the proper perspective for believers.

5. John Had Visions Of Heaven But Did
Not Have A Near Death Experience

The only New Testament writer who tells us anything about conditions in
heaven is the Apostle John. In the Book of Revelation, we have a number
of things told to us by him. However, he merely had visions of heaven
and was permitted to give some of the details. Yet this was not a
testimony of one who had died and visited the realm of the dead. Indeed,
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it was the testimony of a person who was given visions of the afterlife
while he was still alive.

6. We Cannot Trust The Testimonies Of Those
Who Had Near Death Experiences

From the biblical evidence we conclude that we cannot trust the
testimonies of those who have claimed to have had near death
experiences which reveal that everything is great for everyone in the
afterlife. No matter what their motives may be, or how sincere they
believe what they experienced was real, their testimony must be rejected.
There are a number of reasons as to why this is so.

Death Is Not Wonderful For Everyone

For one thing, the Bible teaches that the afterlife will not be wonderful
for everyone. Indeed, there are only two destinies which are possible for
each individual. One destiny is for believers. They will spend eternity with
God. In eternity, these believers will live in unimaginable wonder. This is
the teaching of Scripture.

Scripture, however, teaches another destiny for those who have rejected
God’s truth. This is known as hell, or the lake of fire. Eternity for these
people will be horrible beyond words.

God’s Wrath Rests Upon Unbelievers

In fact, God’s wrath or anger continually rests upon them. The Bible
describes these two destinations in the following manner.

The one who believes in the Son has eternal life, but the one who
refuses to believe in the Son will not see life; instead, the wrath of
God remains on him (John 3:36 CSB).

Therefore, Scripture speaks of heaven for some but the punishment of
hell for others. Those who say that the afterlife is wonderful for everyone

are giving people an idea of what is to come which is totally contradictory
to the Word of God.
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Satan Lies About What God Has Said

What about the many descriptions of a “white light” which those who
have had the near death experience speak about? Should this be
understood as a sign that they have come into God’s presence. The Bible
does say that God is light and there is no darkness in Him.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God
is light; in him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5 NIV).

However, we must also remember how Satan, the great adversary of the
Lord, is described in Scripture; as an angel of light. The Apostle Paul
wrote about false apostles who disguised themselves as true ministers of
Christ. He said.

These people are false apostles. They have fooled you by disguising
themselves as apostles of Christ. But I am not surprised! Even Satan
can disguise himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:13,14
NLT).

Satan’s job is to fool people. Therefore, he would want people to think
everything is fantastic in the afterlife for everyone. Yet the Bible says that
not everyone will be in God’s presence in the next world. Satan would
certainly not want people to know about the coming judgment for
unbelievers.

Consequently, the white light gives unbelievers a false sense of security.
Only a relationship with Jesus Christ can give a person true security about
the afterlife.

Not All Reports Of The Afterlife Are Positive

There is one more thing which should be stressed. While many report
positive experiences in their near death experiences, there have been
people who have experienced sheer horror. Who is correct? Is it the ones
which say everything is wonderful or the ones who are terrified with what
they supposedly see? Upon what basis do we make the decision?
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Unless we have God’s Word as our foundation, we do not have any basis
to judge these so-called experiences. How do we know the person is not a
deceiver, one who was deceived, or someone whose description of the
afterlife merely reflects chemicals released in their brain. We simply do
not know. Indeed, we cannot know.

These People Did Not Remain Dead

Remember something else; these people did not remain dead. They came
back to life. So they are not really telling us about what it means to be
once-and-for-all dead.

Indeed, they are only telling us what they think it means to be lifeless for
a short period of time. At best, they are telling us what they know, or think
they know, about the time of transition from life to death.

However, we want to know about what happens after death, not what
may or may not occur in some transitional moment when the person is
neither dead nor living. Thus, they are no help to us whatsoever.

Let’s stay with the only One which gives us authoritative information
about the other side, Jesus Christ. We read the following in the Book of
Revelation about why Christians should not fear death.

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. But he laid his right hand
on me and said, “Don’t be aftraid! I am the First and the Last. I am
the living one who died. Look, I am alive forever and ever! And I
hold the keys of death and the grave” (Revelation 1:17-18 NLT).

Jesus tells believers not to be afraid. He has been there!l He has
experienced death and He informs us what it is like on the “other side.”

The Teachings Of The Bible Are Sufficient!

In sum, the truth about what happens after death comes from the Bible
and from it alone. The teachings of Scripture are sufficient; we do not
need anything added to it. Indeed, no other source is trustworthy and no
other source is necessary!
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Summary To Question 34

How Are We To Understand Claims Of People Who Say They
Have Died, Gone To Heaven Or Hell, And Then

Returned? (Near Death Experiences)

There have been people who have testified to their near death experience.
While actually being dead, they claimed to have had certain experiences of
the next world. Now that they have returned, they want to inform us as
to what it is actually like to be dead, as well as what the next world
consists of. They believe that they have the answer!

Usually these experiences tout how wonderful it is in the next world and
that no one should be fearful of death. Judgment is rarely, if ever,
mentioned. These messages lull people into thinking that death is not
something to be feared even if they do not believe in any sort of God.
Very few people speak of going to hell for this short period of time when
they were dead.

These testimonies are found inadequate when compared with Scripture.
In fact, there are many reasons why we should not trust them.

First, while there are a number of instances recorded in the Bible where
people actually returned from the dead, none of them said anything that
was eventually put into writing. If they did describe their experiences we
do not know about it.

The Apostle Paul testified that he too spent some time in the unseen
realm of the dead. However, he did not give us any details as to what
happened to him; only that his experience was too wonderful for words.
In fact, he was specifically told that he was not allowed to divulge any
details. If Paul could not reveal the details then neither should we expect
anyone else to receive specific details of the next world.

In addition, even with this experience, we never again read of Paul
referring to it. Never do we find him using what happened to him to
prove that there is a life beyond this life. What we do find is Paul
emphasizing the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. This is our
hope of the afterlife!
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Consequently, we should follow his example and proclaim the
resurrection of Christ rather than the testimonies of people who have
claimed to have had these near death experiences. Following his example
should help us keep this issue in the proper perspective.

There is something else. We do have descriptions of the heavenly realm
from the writings of the Apostle John in the Book of Revelation.
However, John did not die and go to heaven; his words are merely based
upon visions he received.

Therefore, we cannot, and should not, trust the testimonies of those who
say they have gone to the next world and have returned. Whatever they
said they had seen, or thought they had seen, has to be evaluated in light
of God’s Word.

Those who testify that everything is wonderful in the next life for
everyone are denying one of the basic truths of Scripture. Everything will
not be wonderful for every person.

Scripture says all humans have a spirit or soul. This is the real “us.” This
spirit or soul of ours will exist forever. However, we will not all live in the
same wonderful place. For those who have rejected God’s truth, only
punishment awaits them. This punishment is spoken of in the most
dreadful of terms.

There is something else we must remember; not all of the near death
testimonies are positive. There are those who relate that sheer terror
greeted them in the next world. This is more in keeping in line with what
the Bible says about the fate of the unbelievers. They will suffer God’s
wrath while believers, and believers alone, will experience all the wonders
of the heavenly realm.

One final thing which should be emphasized concerns the nature of this
experience. These people did not really die. The fact that they came back
to life proves the point. At best, they were in-between life and death for a
short period of time.

Consequently, whatever they tell us is not about what it means to be dead
and to remain dead. Nobody can answer that question except God
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Himself. Jesus Christ, God the Son, died and remained dead for three
days before He was raised from the dead. He, and He alone, can tell us
what it is like on the other side. Those who have had near death
experiences are only lifeless for the shortest of times. Thus, their
testimony is meaningless.

All things considered, we should not give any serious attention to those
who have claimed to have had near death experiences; they cannot teach
us anything about the afterlife. The only authoritative source which we
have is the Bible, the Word of the living God. No other source is needed.
Indeed, the Bible, and the Bible alone, is our all-sufficient guide to this
life and to the next.

© Don Stewart 219



Living In The Light Of Eternity

Question 35

In The Light Of Eternity, How Should
We Live A Life That Is Pleasing To God?

We now come to our last question. Once we understand what the Bible
has to say about the subjects of death, dying and the afterlife, we should
then go about living our lives in light of these truths. Thus, we want to
know how we can live a life pleasing to God in the light of the eternity
that awaits us. The Bible makes certain facts clear with respect to our life.

1. We Must Realize That Life Is Short

First, life here upon earth is only for a relatively short time. We find
statements in the Old Testament that speak of the shortness of life. We
read in Job.

Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He springs up

like a flower and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not
endure (Job 14:1-2 NIV).

The Bible confirms the fact that life is short.
Life Is Compared To A Breath

Obur life here upon earth is compared to a breath. It comes and goes so
very quickly. The psalmist wrote.

You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is
as nothing before you. Each man’s life is but a breath (Psalm 39:5

NIV).
Life Vanishes Like Smoke

In another place, the psalmist compared our life here on earth to smoke
which quickly vanishes. He wrote.

For my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn like glowing embers
(Psalm 102:3 NIV).
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Life Is Compared To Dreams That Disappear
And Grass Which Withers

In a further reference, the psalmist wrote about the Lord sweeping away
people like dreams that disappear and grass that withers. He wrote.

You sweep people away like dreams that disappear or like grass that
springs up in the morning. In the morning it blooms and flourishes,

but by evening it is dry and withered (Psalm 90:5-6 NLT).

Dreams come and go in an instant. Grass grows then withers. So goes
our life.

Life Is Like A Mist

The New Testament also emphasizes that life is short. James compares it
to mist or fog. He wrote the following.

Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your
life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes (James 4:14 NRSV).

As the mist appears for a short time, our lives come and go quickly. All of
these biblical analogies make it clear that life is short.

2. We Must Understand That Death Comes Unexpected

Not only is life short, death comes to human beings unexpectedly. It can
come at any time. None of us is guaranteed we will live out this very day.

We know we are going to die, but we do not know when we will die,
where we will die, or how we will die. We read in Proverbs.

Don’t brag about tomorrow! Each day brings its own surprises
(Proverbs 27:1 CEV).

Indeed, none of us knows what today will bring.
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The day of our death is unknown to us. When the patriarch Isaac grew
old, he said.

I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death (Genesis
27:2 NIV).

None of us know that day.
Indeed, death often comes without any warning. In Ecclesiastes we read.

No one knows when his time will come. Like fish that are caught in a
cruel net or birds caught in a snare, humans are trapped by a disaster
when it suddenly strikes them (Ecclesiastes 9:12 God’s Word).

Usually we have no warning that death is coming,
3. We Need To Make The Most Of The Time

Since life is short, and we do not know when we will die, we need to
make the most of the time that we do have. Consequently, all of us
should live each day in light of eternity. Paul told believers.

Make the most of every opportunity for doing good in these evil days
(Ephesians 5:16 NLT).

Since each day may be our last, this should cause us to make the most of
the time that we have. We are not promised that we will be around
tomorrow.

Paul wrote to the Romans about what we should be doing as we make
the most of the time that we do have.

Don’t be lazy in showing your devotion. Use your energy to serve the
Lord. Be happy in your confidence, be patient in trouble, and pray
continually. Share what you have with God’s people who are in need.
Be hospitable. Bless those who persecute you. Bless them, and don’t
curse them (Romans 12:11-14 God’s Word).
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Since the time is short we need to make the most of every single day. We
should never waste any time but rather use our energy to serve the Lord.

We Are To Shine Like The Stars
Indeed, we are to shine like the stars in the sky. We read in Philippians.

Do everything without grumbling and arguing, so that you may be
blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked
and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the
world (Philippians 2:14-15 CSB).

Believers are to be “the light of the world” bringing them the message of
Christ.

We Should Store Up Treasure In Heaven

In addition, Jesus said that we are to lay up treasure in heaven. In the
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew records Him saying the following.

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal (Matthew 6:19,20

NKJV).

Our treasures should be stored where no one can rob them. This is in
God’s home in heaven. Nobody can steal them if they are with Him.

We Should Be Motivated To Tell Others About Jesus

We should also be motivated to tell others about Jesus as we live in the
light of eternity. Indeed, it is God’s desire that all would come to know
Him. Peter wrote.

The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness,

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance (2 Peter 3:9 NRSV).
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There is a reason for the delay of God’s judgment. He wants more people
to believe in Him. His patience is reflected in this desire for these lost
souls to turn to Him in faith. Our responsibility is to get the Word of
God out to them so they can believe in Christ.

The Bible says that believers bring the fragrance of life to those who are
perishing. Paul wrote to the Corinthians.

For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being

saved and among those who are perishing (2 Corinthians 2:15
NRSV).

Our desire should be to tell others the good news about Jesus.
4. We Should Have No Ultimate Fear Of Death

As we have previously noted, it is not wrong to have a natural fear of
death. We have never experienced what it means to be dead, and eternity
is certainly a long time! This of course, can lead us to be concerned about
our own death.

Though there is the natural human fear that each of us have about death,
there is also the confidence which we can have that we will be with the
Lord. Ultimately, there is nothing to fear in death because it is a transition
into something much better. We must always remember this.

5. We Should Realize That Our Decisions
Have Eternal Consequences

Consequently, the decisions we make in this life determine where we will
spend the next. We should, therefore, make certain that the right
decisions are made. The final states are fixed. Indeed, there is no second
chance after we are gone.

6. Heaven Should Be On Our Mind

Finally, we should have heaven constantly on our mind so as to have an
impact in this world. C.S. Lewis said it well.
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It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world
that they have become so ineffective in this. Aim at heaven and you
will get earth thrown in; aim at earth and you will get neither.

Realizing that life is short should cause us to make the most of each day.
Eternity is not far off for any of us. The key question that each of us has
to answetr is this, “Am I ready to meet my Maker?”

Summary To Question 35
In The Light Of Eternity, How Should
We Live A Life That Is Pleasing To God?

Eternity is ahead for each of us. The Bible tells us how to live in light of
eternity. There are a number of things we should be doing,.

First, we must first realize that life is short. In the Old Testament it is
compared it to a breath. The New Testament compares it to the mist that
comes and goes. We are not here on earth for very long. Hence, we need
to make the most of the time.

Furthermore, death usually comes without warning. Most of us will have
no idea when we are going to die, how we are going to die, or where we
are going to die. But we do know that we will indeed die. We need to be
ready.

Since death usually comes unexpectedly we all need to make the most of
the time that we have. Our view of eternity will affect the way in which
we live today. Time should be spent living a godly life.

One of the things we should concentrate upon is telling others the “good
news” about Jesus. This is the reason that we are still here. We need to
make Him known to the lost so that they too can have the gift of
salvation and genuine hope for the future.

Indeed, the message of Jesus is a message of hope. It is our responsibility
to share that message.

To sum up, living a life that is pleasing to the Lord should be our main
goal. Only then will we achieve true happiness and fulfillment.
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Finally, though we live here upon the earth, heaven should constantly be
on our mind. We should always be ready to meet our Maker. Who knows
when this will be? Perhaps it will be today.
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Our Next Book In The Afterlife Series:
Volume 2

What Happens
One Second After We Die?

Now that we have looked at what the Scripture has to say about how we
are to conduct our lives in light of eternity, we will next examine what the
Bible has to say about the state of people immediately after they die — the
intermediate or the in-between state. We will explore questions such as
the following.

What Happens To A Believer Immediately Upon Death?

Do The Dead Have A Body In Their Intermediate State?

Should The Living Pray For The Dead?

Is There Such A Place As Purgatory?

Are People Conscious After Death Or Are They Asleep?

This next book in our series will clarify what the Bible says, and what it
does not say, regarding the state of those who have died.
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