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(e) Ceremony should be performed extemporaneously

(r) Ceremony should be read as is written



PREAMBLE TO
NAMING CEREMONY

he Naming Ceremony is a traditional

ent that takes place after the birth of achild. Some

familiesarevery traditional and abideby al customsrelating

tothedateandtimeof theevent. Thepastor’'sroleisbasicaly

to introduce a biblical and spiritual perspective to the

occasion. Thisof courseisonly possible depending on what
thefamily requestsor alows.

NAMING CEREMONY

1. OPENING PRAYERAND
WORSHIP
~HelsLord

~QO Come Let UsAdoreHim

2. REASON FOR OCCASION



We are gathered here today with our brother and sister,
Mr. and Mrs. ....(Last nameof parents).... fOr two reasons:

I. Torejoiceover what God hasdonefor them and
Ii. Togiveanameto their newly born baby.

TheBibleisthe basisfor whatever we do, therefore, our
scripture reading for today is:

~Luke 1:57-64~

Now Elisabeth’sfull time came that she should be delivered;
and she brought forth a son. And her neighboursand her cousins
heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and
they rejoiced with her.

And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the
name of his father.

And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be
called John.

And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is
called by this name. And they made signsto his father, how he
would have him called. And he asked for a writing table, and
wrote, saying, His nameis John.

And they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened
immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised
God.



Aswasdonein those days, wewant to call on the father
of the child to give us the name(s) he desiresto giveto the
child and the meaning(s) of the name(s).

3. GIVINGOFNAMEBY FATHER

Father standsup and mentionsthefull name of
thechild and the meaning(s) of thename(s).
4. PROCLAMATION, SANCTIFICA- TION AND
AFFIRMATION OF NAME ON THE CHILD
BY PRAYER.

i. Minister takes the baby and asks all to stand and join in prayer for the
baby.

ii. Minister prays laying hands on the baby, and anoints the baby with ail.
PRAYER

Father, inthe name of Jesus, thine only begotten Son, we
thank you for the name(s) that has been given today. We
sanctify thisname(s) and we declarethat thischild shall be
called ....[name(s) of child].... From today | pray that he shall
live up to the meaning(s) of this name(s).

TheMinister makesreferencetothename(s) and praysfor thechild to
fulfill the pur pose of thename. (e.g., “ John means‘Jehovahisgracious,

May Jehovah God begraciousuntothischild always.”)

| anoint thisbaby with oil asasymbol of the Holy Spirit,
that he may live under theinfluence and power of the Holy
Spirit, al thedaysof hislife. Amen.

5. SONGS
~ Showers of Blessing



~ Ebenezer

6. BLESSING OF CHILD

Father, we thank you indeed for a good and perfect gift,
the gift of a life. Thank you for blessing this family with
this child. | cancdl, | nullify, | reverse, and | regject every
curse and every expectation of the enemy concerning the
life of .... [name(s) of child] ....

| bring down the walls of opposition, resistance, and
frustration that are lifted up against the life of this child.
| superimpose thewill of God over and against every plan,
every projection and prediction of the enemy for your life.

| speak the blessing of God over your life.

May the goodness and the favor of God be your portion
all the days of your life.

May you live to be a blessing to your parents.
May you live to be a blessing to your generation.



May you become what God has destined you to be. In
Jesus mighty name. Amen.

7. CHARGETOPARENTS
MINISTER: (Totheparents.)

Do you promiseto bring up this child in the ways of the
Lord that he may not depart from them when he grows?

According to Deuteronomy 6:7, do you promiseto teach
him the Word of God when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by theway, and whenthou liest down, and
when thou risest up?

FATHER: | do.
MOTHER: | do.
BOTH PARENTSTOGETHER: Wedo.
MINISTER: Amen! Shall we clap for them. (Minister

returnsthebaby totheparents.)

8. SONGS
~ To God Be the Glory

~ Ebenezer



9. PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
MINISTER:

Now, aswasdoneinthedaysof Jesuswhen
he was born, wise men came from the east
with preciousgifts.

| will now hand over to the Master of
Ceremonies as we recelve gifts and presents
for the baby.

10. MASTEROFCEREMONIESTAKES
OVER

11. CLOSING PRAY ER (At the appropriate
time)



PREAMBLE TO
BABY DEDICATION

he dedication of babies is similar to the
aming Ceremony. Thisisusually conducted during a
servicein church.

Thededication takes place after the birth of thechild. The
minister’s role in the Baby Dedication isto pray over the
childand dedicateittotheLord. Thisisdonewiththe hope
that when the child is of age he himself will come to know
the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Minister commitsthe child into the Lord’s careand
presentsthe names and their meanings to the congregation.

Theceremony isusually doneat the beginning of aservice
and it must be brief.

BABY DEDICATION

1. MINISTERWELCOMESTHE

FAMILY TOTHEALTAR
Minister introducesthefamily tothe

congregation.



2. REASON FOR OCCASION
We are gathered here today with our brother and sister,
Mr. and Mrs. ....(Last nameof parents).... for three reasons:

I Rejoice over what God has donefor them,
ii.  Togiveanametotheir newly born baby and
iii. Todedicatethischild untotheLord.

As the Bible teaches, we will call on the father of the
child to give usthe name(s) of the child and the meaning(s)
of the name(s).

3. GIVING OFNAMEBY FATHER
Father mentionsthefull nameof the child and

themeaning(s) of thename(s).

4. PROCLAMATION, SANCTIFICATION AND AFFIRMA -

TION OFNAME ON THE CHILD BY PRAYER.
i Minister takesthebaby and asksall tojoin in prayer for thebaby.

ii. Minister layshishand on thechild and prays.

PRAYER

Father, inthe name of Jesus, thine only begotten Son, we
thank you for the name(s) that has been given today. We
sanctify this name and we declare that this child shall be
called ....[name(s) of child].... From today | pray that he shall
live up to the meaning of thisname(s).

(TheMinister makesr eferencetothe name(s) and praysfor thechild
tofulfill thepur poseof thename(s), e.g., “John means'Jehovahisgracious,

May Jehovah God begraciousuntothischild always.”)



6. BLESSING OF CHILD
Father, we thank you indeed for agood and perfect gift;
the gift of alife. Thank you for blessing this family with
this child. | rgect every curse and every expectation of
the enemy concerning thelife of ... (name(s) of child] ....

| bring down the walls of frustration that are lifted up
against thelife of thischild. | superimposethewill of God
for thischild, over and against every plan of Satan.

| speak the blessing of God over thislife.

May the goodness and the favor of God be your portion
all thedaysof your life.

May you liveto beablessing to your parents.

May you liveto be ablessing to your generation.
May you becomewhat God has destined you to be.
InJesus’ mighty name. Amen.



PREAMBLE TO
WATER BAPTISM

ater Baptism is an important spiritual

landmark in every Christian’slife. It isoneof thefew
ordinancesthat Christiansar eexpected to perform. Thepas-
tor is expected to ensurethat all Christiansunder hiscare
havebeen duly baptized. Itisalsoimportant to haveagood
under standing of thebiblical and spiritual significanceof this
event. Water Baptism can beperfor med by thosedesignated
to do so.

NOTES ON BAPTISMAL
ATTIRE AND PROCEDURE

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LADIES:
Thick trousers must be worn (not transparent)
Ladies having their menstrual periods should not come for baptism.
Ladies are not to wear only underwear, underpants or underpants and bra.
No swimming costumes should be allowed.
No bare-chested ladies should be allowed.
All ladies must be fully covered.
All ladies must wear bras under their shirts.
Ladies and men must not change their clothes in the view of each other.

ONoGOR~®WDNE

INSTRUCTIONS FOR BAPTIZER:
The baptiser should not be bare-chested.
The baptiser must be fully and properly dressed.
3. A baptismal gown, trousers, a pair of big shorts, a t-shirt or shirt may be
worn.

N



INSTRUCTIONS ON IMMERSION:
Tell the candidate to hold nose and close eyes.
2. Baptiser holds candidate with one hand behind candidate, and the other
hand on the forehead. Baptiser fully immerses candidate in water and raises

him up again.

=

WATER BAPTISM

1. OPENING PRAYER

2. REASONSFORBAPTISM
We are gathered here today to baptize these believers
according to theWord of God. The basisfor baptismis:

I.  Toobey the Word of God.
ii.  Itisoneof therequirementsafter being Born Again.
Acts 8:36-38.

lii.  Itisan outward symbol of what has happened to you
gpiritually. Colossians 2:12.

Iv. To fulfill all righteousness.

SCRIPTURES:
(iI)~Mark 16:16~



He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned.

(i) ~Acts 10:47,48~

Can any man forbid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as
we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of the Lord...

(i)  ~Acts 8: 36-38~

And asthey went on their way, they came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God ....and they went down both into the water, both
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

(iv)  ~Colossians 2:12~

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who
hath raised him from the dead.

(V) ~Matthew 3:15-16~

...Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when
he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw
the Spirit of God descending...

3. ENTERTHEWATERWITH THE BAPTISMAL CAN-



DIDATE

4. ASK THEBAPTISMAL CANDIDATE THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS

AreyouBornAgan?
. Haveyou received Christ asyour personal Saviour?

. Do you believe that Jesus died for you on the cross
and that Herose again?

. Doyou believethat Jesus Christ will be coming again
totake Hischurch away?

(If you get a negative answer to any of
the following questions:

* Abort the Baptismal ceremony immediately
* Lead theindividual to accept Christ
as his Saviour
« You may continue to baptize the individual if he

genuinely receives the Lord as Saviour)

5. LEAD THEBAPTISMAL CANDIDATEIN THEFOL-
LOWING CONFESSION

| amaBorn Again Christian. | believe that Jesus died for
me and that He rose from the dead on the third day.

By faith, | believethat all my sinsare washed away in the
blood of Jesus.

| believe that my nameisin the Book of Life.

| am now looking for and expecting thereturn of my Mas-



ter and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who will comein the clouds
to take away His own.

* Asl godown intothewater | identify myself with the death
and burial of Jesus Christ. Asl comeup out of thewater |
identify myself with the resurrection of the Lord.

* | am being baptized to fulfill all righteousnessasthe Lord
Himself did.

6. IMMERSE THE BAPTISMAL CANDIDATEFULLY IN

THEWATER
Ensurethat heisfully submerged. (Ask himto hold his

breath and hisnoseasheisimmersed.)

7. AFTER CANDIDATEHASCHANGED
Brief wor ship time. Thank theL ord.

8. CLOSING PRAYER



ENGAGEMENT
CEREMONY

Engagements are usually family affairs. The pastor’s
involvement will very much depend on what the family
requests or alows. The minister is not there to change
customs and traditional practices, but to secure God's
blessingsin al that isdone.

Typically, the pastor may be asked to do any of the
following:

a  Anopeningprayer.
b. A prayer to bless the ring and other jewels after
presentation.

c. Theclosingprayer.

Thepastor should therefore flow asthe occasion demands.



PREAMBLE TO

DEDICATION OF HOMES, BUSINESSES,
SHOPS, etc.

t varying times in the ministry,
emberswill ask theminister toimpart God'sblessing
on their new homes, businesses or shops.

The pastor’s role is to bless, sanctify and dedicate the
businessor homeinto the Lord’shand. Thisdedicationtakes
place on the actual site and is marked by the pouring of oil
on the siteasasymbol of the Holy Spirit’sblessing.

DEDICATION OF HOMES,
BUSINESSES, SHOPS, etc

1. OPENING PRAYER

2. WORSHIP
~ To God Be the Glory
~ Ebenezer



3. INTRODUCTORY REMARKSFROM HOME/BUSINESS
OWNER

Thereason for theoccasion.

A testimony of God’ sprovision.

4. SCRIPTURE READING:

~Deuteronomy 8:2,7-18~

And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy
God led thee these forty years in the wilderness,to humble
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land
of brooks of water... aland of wheat, and barley, and vines, and
fig trees... Aland wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarce-
ness, thou shalt not lack any thing init...

When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the
LORD thy God for the good land which he hath given thee...
Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keep-
ing his commandments...

Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly
houses, and dwelt therein...

and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou
hast is multiplied;

Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy
God... Who led thee... Who fed thee... And thou say in thine
heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me
this wealth.

But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it ishethat
giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his cov-



enant (HisWord and Hiswork)...

5. EXHORTATION BY MINISTER

The scriptural exhortation should center on:
i. Thanking God for Hisdivine provision.
ii. Anadmonitiontothe individua to remember God in thetimes of bless-

ing.

6. SONG
~ To God Be the Glory
~ Ebenezer

7. DEDICATION
i Acknowledgethat thework hasended by God' sgrace.

~1Kings7:51~
So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the
house of the LORD. And Solomon brought in thethingswhich

David his father had dedicated...
ii. Explain that theministersor eldersof the church areassembled

together topray and dedicatetheproject.

~1Kings8:1,3~

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads
of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Isradl...
all the elders of I srael came, and the priests took up the ark.



iii.  Acknowledge God’ sfaithfulnessin completingthepr oject.

~1Kings8:1,22-24~

And Solomon stood... in the presence of all the congregation
of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven:

and he said LORD God of Israel, thereisno God like thee...
who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk
before thee with all their heart... thou speakest also with thy

mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, asit is this day.
iV, Dedicate the project to the Lord, asking for God’s presence to
continually remain there.

~2 Chronicles6:40-42~

Now, my God ... arise, O LORD God, into thy resting place... O
LORD God, turn not away the face of thine anointed...

\ Ask for God’scontinued blessingin every undertaking.

~1Kings8:35-36~

When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain... if they pray ...
and confess thy name... Then hear thou in heaven, and for-
give the sin of thy servants... that thou teach them the good
way wherein they should walk...

vi. Anoint the premiseswith oil and declare God's blessings on the project.

8. WORSHIP
~We Thank You Lord
~ To God Be the Glory
9. CLOSING PRAYER

10. REFRESHMENTS



STANDARD WEDDING
CEREMONY

1. HYMN 1
(Whilst Ministersfilein and take their seats.)

2. BRIDAL MARCH
(Whilst bridal party filesin.)

3. BRIEF TIME OF WORSHIP

4. INTRODUCTION

(Whilst at altar; couple stands, congregation sits.)
MINISTER:

Dearly beloved, we are gathered herein the sight of God,
and in the face of this congregation, to join together this
m a n

and this woman in Holy Matrimony, which is an
honourable estate, ingtituted of God Himself, signifying unto
usthemystical unionthat isbetwixt Christ and His Church.
Which Holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with His
presencein the first miracle which He wrought in Cana of
Galilee. Andiscommended inHoly writ to be honourable
among all men, and thereforeisnot by any to be enterprised
nor taken in hand unadvisedly, lightly or wantonly. But



reverently, discreetly and soberly and in the fear of God,
duly considering the causes for which matrimony was
ordained.

FIRST, it wasordained for theincrease of mankind according
tothewill of God, and that children might be brought up
in the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of
HisHoly Name.

SECOND, it wasordained for aremedy against sin, and to
avoid fornication; that such personsthat have not the gift
of self control might marry, and keep themselves
undefiled members of Christ’sbody.

THIRD, it wasordained for mutual society help and comfort,
that the one ought to have of the other both in prosperity
and adversity.

Into which Holy estate these two persons present, come
now to bejoined.

5. LEGAL CHARGE
MINISTER:

| require and charge you both as you will answer at the
day of judgement, when the secrets of al hearts will be
disclosed, that if either of you know of any impediment why
you may not be lawfully joined together in matrimony, ye
do now confessit, for be ye well assured, that so many as
are coupled together otherwisethan God'sWord doth allow,
are not joined together by God, neither istheir matrimony
lawful.



MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

| do solemnly declare/ that | know not of any lawful im-
pediment/ why | ....(Name of bridegroom)..../ may not be joined in
matrimony to ....(Name of bride)....

MINISTER: (Briderepeating after.)

| do solemnly declare/ that | know not of any lawful im-
pediment/ why | ....(Name of bride)..../ may not be joined in
matrimony to ....(Name of bridegroom)....

6. “I WILL” VOWS

MINISTER: (TotheBridegroom.)

....(Nameof bridegroom)...., Wilt thou have thiswoman standing
by your side to be thy wedded wife, to live together after
God'sordinance, inthe Holy estate of Matrimony; wilt thou
love her, comfort her, honour and keep her, and forsaking all
others, keep thee only unto her, so long as you both shall
live?

BRIDEGROOM: | certainly will.
MINISTER: (TotheBride.)

....(Nameof bride)...., Wilt thou have thisman standing by your
sideto be thy wedded husband, to live together after God's
ordinancein the Holy estate of Matrimony, wilt thou obey
him and serve him, love, honour and keep him, and forsaking
al other, keep thee only unto him, solong asyou both shall
live?

BRIDE: | certainly will.
7. GIVINGAWAY OF BRIDE

MINISTER:
Who giveth thiswoman tobemarried tothisman?



(Father stands, comes to the microphone and says:)

[, ....(Name of father).... ON this ....(date).... do freely and
willingly give away my daughter ....(Name of daughter).... in
marriage, with all my blessings.

(Father thanked and applauded by
congregation.)

8. EXCHANGE OFVOWS
(Instruct couple to face each other.)
MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)
[, ....(Nameof bridegroom)..../ according to the Word of God,/ leave
my father and my mother /and | join myself to you,/ to be a
husband to you./ From this moment forward,/ | shall love
you,/ and | shall give myself to you,/ and we shall be one.
MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

[, ....(Nameof bride)....,/according to the Word of God,/ submit
myself to you,/ to be a wife to you./ From this moment
forward,/ | shall loveyou,/ and | shall give myself to you,/
and we shall be one.

9. INTRODUCTIONTORING SERVICE
MINISTER: May | havetheringsplease.

These rings are precious ornaments, made out of pure
gold. May the gold in these rings remind you of how pure
your marriage shall be. Theseringsaregivenasatokenand
asymbol of your loveand trust.



When you seetheseringson your fingers, let them remind
you of your love. Letthem alwaysremind you of thevows
and promisesyou have madeto each other thisday.

Remember that real loveisas strong as death and many
waters cannot quenchit, neither can thefloodsdrownit. If
anyone would break up this union, it would be Satan.
Therefore give him no place. Give him no place. This
marriageisforever.

Let uspray.

10. PRAYEROVERRINGS
MINISTER:

In thy name O Lord, we hallow and dedicate these rings
that by thy blessing, he who givesit and she who wears it
keeping truefaith for oneto the other, may abidetogether in
thy peace, continue together in thy favour, live together in
thy love, andfinally dwell together inthine eternal Kingdom
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



11. EXCHANGE OF RINGS
MINISTER: ToBridegroom whilst giving him Bride'sring.

| want youto placethisring on her finger with thesethings
inmind. You arethe Head of thisunion. Thiswoman stands
by your side, not at your feet.

| want her to wear thisring in remembrance that sheis
your help mate. It is not a symbol of domination but a
reminder of love. So place thisring on her finger, and as
you do, say thisto her:

MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

(Mention first name of Bride three times)....\Mth this
ring,/ | theewed./ | giveit asatoken of myfaith./ | believe
with all my heart/ that this marriage is forever./ It isall
my love and all my faith,/ in the name of Jesus.

MINISTER: ToBridewhilst giving her Bridegroom’sring.

| want you to placethisring on hisfinger with thesethings
inmind. Thismanisyour Head. You have been called to
help and support him.

Sand by himinall things, spiritualy, physically and socidly
knowing that two are better than one. Now placethisring on
hisfinger and asyou do, say thisto him.

MINISTER: (Briderepeating after.)



(Mention first name of Bridegroom three times)....\With
thisring,/ | thee wed./ | give it as a token of my faith./ |
believe with all my heart/ that this is forever./ It is my
love, my sweet love,/ in the name of Jesus.

12. BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM KNEEL FOR
PRAYER,AND LAYING ON OFHANDS

13. PRONOUNCEMENT OF
MARRIAGE (Couplestands)

MINISTER:

For asmuchas ....(Nameof bridegroom)...., and ....(Nameof bride)....
have consented together in holy wedlock, and havewitnessed
thesamebefore God and thiscompany, and thereto have given
and pledged their troth either to the other, and have declared
the same by giving and receiving of rings, | pronounce that
they be man and wifetogether in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

14. OLO

(In HistimeHemakesall thingsbeautiful.)

15. REMOVAL OFVEILAND SALUTATION OF
BRIDE [Ask theBridegroom toremovetheBride sveil and
salute (kiss) hisBride.]

16. COMMUNION
MINISTER:



The couple will now receive Communion together.
Hitherto they have come to the Lord's table as separate
individuals but now they comeasoneflesh. Thecelebration
of communion isto remind usall that it is because of what
Christ hasdonefor usthat weare hereinthefirst place. The
Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took
bread, and when he had given thanksbrokeit and said, take,
edt, thisis my body which is broken for you. Thisdo in
remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took
the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new
testament in my blood. This do ye, as oft as ye drink in
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread and
drink thiscup, ye do show the Lord’sdeath till He come.

Let uspray.
(Blessthebread and thewine. Thank God for
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.)

17. HYMNII

18. SIGNING OF REGISTER & OFFERING

19. BIBLE READINGS

20. SERMON

21. CHARGEANDBLESSING

(Couplestands, congr egation sits.)



MINISTER:

“1 now charge you in the presence of God Almighty that
you trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on
your own insight. Inall your ways acknowledge him. And
He will direct your paths’ .

These blessings will come on you and overtake you, if
you will hearken unto the voice of the Lord your God.

Blessed shall thou bein thecity, and blessed shalt thou
bein thefield.

Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body. Blessed shall be
thy basket and thy store.

Blessed shall thou bewhen thou cometh in, and blessed
shall thou bewhen thou goest out.

TheLord shall causethineenemiesthat rissup against
thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out
against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.

The Lord shall command the blessing upon all that thou
settest thine hand unto. The Lord shall establish thee an
holy people unto himself.

And the Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in
thefruit of thy body. And thou shalt lend unto many and
thou shalt not borrow.

And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not the
tail; and thou shalt be above only and thou shalt not be
beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of
the Lord thy God.

22. PRAYER OF BLESSING

23. PRESENTATIONTO CONGREGATION



MINISTER: (ToBride& Groom:)
Please turn and face this congregation.
(ToCongregation:)

Ladies and gentlemen, | present to you Mr./Dr./Rev./
Pastor/etc. and Mrs./Dr. Mrs. ....(Last name of bridegroomy....

24, WEDDING MARCH

25. COUPLEFILESOUT

(Followed by minister sthen families.)



PREAMBLE TO
CONCISE WEDDING CEREMONY

his ceremony is intended to take a
orter timethan the standard wedding ceremony. Itaso
presents an alternative set of vows, promises and
proclamations. There are times when the couple may be
late in arriving and a shorter ceremony may be more apt.
Theremay aso bemitigating circumstanceswhich may make
it necessary to have ashort ceremony. Usethisset of vows
asthe occasion demands.



CONCISE WEDDING CEREMONY

1. HYMN 1
(Whilst Ministersfilein and take their seats.)
2. BRIDAL MARCH

(Whilst bridal party filesin.)
3. BRIEFTIME OFWORSHIP

4. INTRODUCTION

(Whilst at altar; couplestands,
congr egation sits.)

MINISTER:



Dearly beloved, we are gathered herein the sight of God,
and in the face of this congregation, to join together this
man and this woman in Holy Matrimony, which is
commended of the Apostle Paul to be honourableamong all
men.

Into which Holy estate these two come now to bejoined.

5. LEGAL CHARGE

| requireand chargeyou both that if you know of any just
causewhy you may not marry, you should, with al sincerity
say so now, not forgetting that any two coupled together in
contradiction to the Word of God are not joined together
by God, neither issuch matrimony lawful.

MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

| solemnly declare/ that | do not know of any lawful
impediment/ why | ....(Nameof bridegroom)..../ may not bejoined
In matrimony to ....(Nameof bride)....

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)



| solemnly declare/ that | do not know of any lawful
impediment/ why | ....(Nameof bride)..../ may not be joined in
matrimony to ....(Nameof bridegroomy....

6. “1 DO” VOWS
MINISTER: (ToBridegroom.)

....(Name of bridegroom)...., do you love ....(Nameof bride).... and
do you receive her now to be your wedded wife? Do you
promise to honour and cherish her and forsaking all others,
cleave only unto her aslong asboth of you shall live?

BRIDEGROOM: | do.
MINISTER: (ToBride)

....(Nameof bride)...., do you love ....(Name of bridegroom).... and
do you receive him now to be your wedded husband? Do
you promiseto obey, honour and cherish him and forsaking
all others, cleave only unto him aslong as both of you shall
live?

BRIDE: I do

7. GIVINGAWAY OF BRIDE
MINISTER:



Who givesthe bride away into marriage?
BRIDE’'SFATHER: | do

8. EXCHANGE OF VOWS (ingtruct

coupletofaceeach other.)
MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeatingafter.)

[, ....(Nameof bridegroom).....,/ according to the Word of God,/
leave my father and my mother/ and | join myself to you,/
to be a husband to you./ From this moment forward,/ we
shall be one.

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

[, ....(Name of bride)....,/ according to the Word of God,/
submit myself to you,/ to be a wife to you./ From this
moment forward,/ we shall be one.

9. INTRODUCTIONTORINGSERVICE

MINISTER: Madeof gold, one of the purest metas, the
ring suggests your commitment to unfailing purity and
fidelity in your marriage. As you wear it, may you be
continually reminded of thiscommitment. Also, aringisa
completecirclewith no point of division. Thisdemonstrates
a commitment on your part to remain unseparated for the
rest of your lives.

10. PRAYER OVER RINGS



MINISTER:

Father, we ask you to redeem these rings with the blood
of Jesus, and blessthem, that asthey wear them, it will bea
promise to keep their vows as long as they live. In Jesus
name.

11. EXCHANGE OF RINGS

(PresentsringtoBridegroom.)

MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeatingafter.) (Mention first name
of Bride three times) ....(Name of bride)....\Mth this ring/ |
commit all mylovetoyou./ Asl lovetheLord,/ sodol love
you./ | receive you as God'’s gift to me./ As God enables
me,/ | will lead our home spiritually,/ physically/ and
socially/ under the Lordship of Jesus Christ./ | will seek
to support and encourage you/ through each challenge of
life./ All that ismineisyours until death shall part us.

(PresentsringtotheBride.)
MINISTER: (Briderepeating after.)

(Mentionfirst name of Bridegroom threetimes)....(Name
of bridegroom).... WWith thisring/ | commit all my love to you./
As | love the Lord,/ so do | love you./ | receive you as
God's gift to me./ | trust the Lord/ to enable me to be
submissive to you/ as my spiritual head/ and leader of
our home./



| will seek to support/ and encourage you/ spiritually,/
physically/ and socially/ through each challenge of life./
All that is mine is yours/ until death shall part us.

12. BRIDEAND BRIDEGROOM KNEEL FOR
PRAYER,AND LAYING ON OFHANDS

13. PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE
(Couplestands.)

MINISTER:

For asmuch 3S....(Nameof bridegroom)...., and ....(Nameof bride)....
have openly declared their intention before God and this
congregation, to keep al the vowsthey have madeto each
other today, itismy privilegeasaminister of thegospel and
by the authority vested in me by the Lord Jesus Christ, to
pronouncefromthisday forward:You arehusband and wife.
Amen

14. REMOVAL OF VEIL & SALUTATION (Ask

Bridegroom toremoveveil and kisshisBride.)

15. HYMNII

16. SIGNING OF REGISTER & OFFERING

17. BIBLEREADING



18. SERMON

19. CHARGEAND BLESSING (Couplestands, congregation

sits.)

May the Lord bless you with the dew of heaven and the
good things of above. May He bless you with the fatness
of the earth, the corn, the oil, and the wine.

May the Lord bless you, multiply you and make you
great in the land.

May your horn be exalted like the horn of the unicorn
and may your marriage always be anointed with fresh oil.
Be planted in the House of the Lord and flourish in the
courtsof our God. Inthe name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost. Amen.

20. PRESENTATIONTO CONGREGATION
MINISTER: (ToBride& Groom:)
Please turn and face this congregation.
(ToCongregation:)
Ladiesand gentlemen, | presenttoyouMr. and Mrs. ....(Last

name of bridegroom)....

21. WEDDING MARCH



PREAMBLE TO
OFFICE BLESSING

aome couples encounter circumstances
ch do not allow them to have afull-blown wedding
ceremony inthechurch. For instance, there may befinancia
hindrances preventing a regular wedding ceremony at the
time. Also, publicly knownimmorality and pregnanciesmay
necessitate such an event. Some couples aso prefer a
guieter ceremony.

It isunder such circumstances that you may haveto use
thisset of vows.

This ceremony isalittle different from the regular ones
asthe couple may wishto have astandard wedding ceremony
later on. This ceremony is held in the church office and
must be brief.

OFFICE BLESSING

1. OPENING PRAYERAND
WORSHIP



(Oneof these two songscan besung.)
I. ~To God Bethe Glory
Ii. ~ Showers of Blessings

2. INTRODUCTION (Couplestands, a n d

witnesses sit.)
MINISTER:

We are assembled today under the banner of the Lord to
blessthismarriage. The steps of agood man areordered by
theLord and Hedelightethinhisway. Except the Lord build
the house, we know that we build in vain. We therefore,
come before the Lord at thistime:

I.  Toacknowledge Him in this marriage asthe Giver of
al good things.



ii.  Tofulfill all righteousness as required by the laws of
theland and the Church.

Il Toask theLord for Hishand, His

favour, and Hisblessing upon the marriage
between ....(Nameof bridegroom).... and ....(Nameof bride)....

3. LEGAL CHARGE
MINISTER:

| requireand chargeyou both that if you know of any just
causewhy you may not belegally married, you should, with
all sincerity say so now, not forgetting that any two coupled
together in contradiction to theWord of God are not joined
together by God neither issuch matrimony lawful.

MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

| solemnly declare/ that | do not know of any lawful
impediment/ why | ....(Nameof bridegroom)..../ may not bejoined
In matrimony to/ ....(Nameof bride)....

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

| solemnly declare/ that | do not know of any lawful
impediment/ why | ....(Name of bride)..../ may not be joined in
matrimony to/ ....(Nameof bridegroom)....

4. “1 DO” VOWS



MINISTER: (ToBridgegroom.)

....(Name of bridegroom)...., d0 you, before God and all these
witnesses choose ....(Name of bride).... as your wedded wife?
And do you promiseto love her as Christ loved the church
and giveyourself for her aslong asyou live?

BRIDEGROOM: I do
MINISTER: (ToBride)

....(Name of bride)...., d0 you, before God and all these
witnesses choose ....(Name of bridegroom).... & your wedded
husband? And do you promiseto submit yourself to him as
untotheLord and lovehim aslong asyou live?

BRIDE: I do

5. GIVINGAWAY OF BRIDE

MINISTER:

Who givesthe bride away into marriageto thisman?
BRIDE'SFATHER: I do



6. EXCHANGE OF VOWS(Ingruct

coupletofaceeach other.)
MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeatingafter.)

[, ....(Name of bridegroom)....,/ take you, ....(Name of bride)..../ tO
be my wedded wife; /to have and to hold/ from this day
forward./ To carefor and to encourage,/ in prosperity and
adversity./ | promiseto livefor Christ./ | promiseto love
and trust you forever./ And with thiscommitment,/ | pledge
to you my life.

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

[, ....(Name of bride)....,/ take you, ....(Name of bridegroom)..../ tO
be my wedded husband;/ to have and to hold/ from this
day forward./ To carefor and to encourage,/ in prosperity
and adversity./ | promise to live for Christ./ | promise to
love and trust you forever./ And with this commitment,/ |
pledge to you my life.



7. INTRODUCTIONTORINGSERVICE
MINISTER:
May | havetheringsplease.
Theserings are symbols of your commitment of love.

They are made out of gold, expressing the purity that
should waysbeinyour marriage. You aregoing to exchange
theseringsinfull awareness of the deep implicationsthereof.

8. PRAYEROVERRINGS
MINISTER:

Lord, we dedicate and sanctify these rings today. May
they be symbols of true love and tokens of commitment
between these two. Bless these rings now in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

9. EXCHANGE OF RINGS (Present
ringtoBridegroom.)

MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

| givethisring/ as a visible token of my love./ | giveit
to you/ as a visible token/ of my permanent commitment/
and dedication to you./ Fromtoday | am yours/ and you
aremine./ | love you with all my heart/ and | will always
love you./ In the name of Jesus. Amen.



(PresentsringtoBride.)
MINISTER: (Briderepeating after.)

| givethisring/ asa visible token of my love/ and | give
it to you/ asmy own life./ Fromtoday, | amyours/ and you
aremine./ | love you with all my heart/ and | will always
love you./ Inthe name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.

10. BRIDEAND BRIDEGROOM KNEEL FOR
PRAYER,AND LAYING ON OFHANDS

11. PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE (Couple
stands))

MINISTER:

For asmuch aS....(Nameof bridegroom)....,and ....(Nameof bride)....
have openly declared their intention to keep all the vows
they have made to each other today, it ismy privilegeasa
minister of the gospel and by the authority vested in me by
the Lord Jesus Christ to pronounce from this day forward,
that your marriageisblessed by the Lord and you are husband
and wife before man and before God. In the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen.

12. BRIDEGROOM SALUTESBRIDE
(Ask theBridegroom tokisshisBride)

13. HYMNS (Oneof these two songsmay be
sung.)

I. ~To God Bethe Glory



Ii. ~ Showers of Blessings

14. SIGNING OF REGISTER/OFFERING

15. BIBLE READING (Optional)

16. SERMON

17. CHARGEAND BLESSING (Couplestands, witnessessit.)
MINISTER:

| want to speak a word of blessing and exhortation to
you, as you move on as husband and wife.

You shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
and you shall bring forth your fruit in its season.

Your |leaves shall not whither, and whatsoever you do
shall prosper, if you shall hearken unto the voice of the
Lord. Be a husband and wife that walk not in the counsel
of ungodly people.

Heisyour glory and He shall bethe lifter of your head.
At thy latter end the Lord shall enlarge thee and shall have
mercy upon thee.

Though thy beginningsbe small, thy latter end shall be
greatly increased. In the name of the Father, the Son,
andtheHoly Ghost. Amen.

18. PRAYER OF BLESSING



19. HYMNS

(Oneof thesetwo songs may be sung)
I. ~ Great is Thy Faithfulness
ii. ~ How Great Thou Art

20. PRESENTATIONTOWITNESSES

MINISTER: (ToBrideand Groom:)

Please turn and face the witnesses herein gathered.
(ToWitnesses:)

Ladiesand gentlemen, | present toyou Mr. and Mrs. ....(Last
name of bridegroom)....

21. COUPLE RECESS
MINISTER:
Shall we sing asthey march out.

(Oneof thesetwo songsmay besung)



I. ~ Great is Thy Faithfulness
li. ~ How Great Thou Art



PREAMBLE TO

BLESSING A MARRIAGE AT THE
ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY

he church does not recognize an

gagement ceremony as marriage. We only consider
the couple to be truly married after it has been blessed by
the church and legally sealed.

A sound biblica policy isto encouragemarriageand avoid
fornication. This concept of blessing the couple at the
engagement ceremony isinlinewith thepolicy of flexibility
and encouraging biblical standards of holiness in our
congregations.

We therefore conduct an engagement blessing when a
couple wish to consider their engagement ceremony
(customary marriage) asafull marriage. Thisisperformed
after the traditional ceremonies

between thefamiliesare completed. 1t must beanointed
but brief, bearing in mind that the families have just sat
through alengthy customary event.



BLESSING A MARRIAGE AT THE

ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY
1. ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY
MINISTER:
(Praysover ring prior toit being placed o] n

woman'’sfinger.)

2. OPENING PRAYER FOR BLESSING
CEREMONY

3. HYMN/SONG
~ To God Be the Glory



4. REASON FOR OCCASION

Wewant, at thistime, to acknowledgethe Lord especialy
inthismarriage being established today.

According to theWord of God, ....(Nameof bridegroom).... and
....(Nameof bride).... have given tribute to whom tributeis due,
custom to whom custom isdue, and honour to whom honour
isdue.

We comeat thistimeto acknowledgethe hand of the Lord
God Jehovah in all things. If the Lord doth not build the
housewe labour invain. Wethereforeask the Lord to build
thishouse.

5. SCRIPTURE READING

6. SHORT SERMON/
EXHORTATION

7. EXCHANGE OF VOWSCouplefacingeach other.)
MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.)

| ....(Nameof bridegroom)....,/ takeyou ....(Nameof bride)..../ t0 be
my cherished wife/ | promise you with all my heart/ to
walk beside you/ in times of happiness/ and in times of
great adversity./ | commit my love to you/ and | promise



to befaithful to you/ and to you alone/ until Christ comes./
In the name of the Father,/ the Son,/ and the Holy Ghost. /
Amen.

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

| ....(Nameof bride)....,/ take you ....(Nameof bridegroom)..../ t0 be
my cherished husband./ | promise you with all my heart/
to walk beside you/ in times of adversity/ and in times of
great happiness./ | commit my love to you/ and | promise
to be faithful to you/ and to you alone/ until Christ comes
again./ Inthe name of the Father,/ the Son,/ and the Holy
Ghost./ Amen.

8. PRAYER OF BLESSING (Couplekned for prayer.)

The Lord blessthee, and keep thee: The Lord make his
face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. In
the name of Jesus.

9. PRONOUNCEMENT OF
MARRIAGE (Couplestands)



Today, ....(Name of bridegroom).... and ....(Nameof bride).... have
fulfilled al customary requirementsand have a so submitted
their marriage to the Blessing of the Lord. | stand as a
Minister of the Lord Jesus Christ to pronounce that this
marriageisindeed blessed and sanctified of theLord. And
what God has put together, et no man or woman put asunde.
Inthe name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen.

10. SALUTATION OFBRIDE
(Ask Bridegroom to kisshisBride)

11. CLOSINGHYMN/SONG (Oneof

thesetwo songs may be sung)

I. ~To God Bethe Glory
Ii. ~ Showers of Blessing

12. CLOSINGPRAYER



PREAMBLE TO
RENEWAL OF VOWS

his ceremony is performed by couples
howishto celebratealongstanding marriagewhich has
passed through thetestsof time. Asministersweare servants
of the people. If they wish to engage in an elaborate
anniversary celebration of what the Lord hasdonefor them,
it is only appropriate to flow along and support them.
Minister to them and speak the blessings of the Lord upon
them that they may continue in happiness for many more
years.

Thevowsin this section have been specially formulated
to suit such an occasion.

RENEWAL OF VOWS

1. HYMN 1 (whilst Ministersfilein and taketheir seats.)

2. BRIDAL MARCH



3. BRIEFTIME OF WORSHIP

4. INTRODUCTION (whilst at altar, couple stands and

congregation sits.)
MINISTER:

Dearly beloved, we come to this house of worship to
celebratetogether the marriage of Mr. & Mrs. ....(Last name of
the bridegroom)....

Marriage is honourable and it is fitting and proper that
thismarriage ceremony be cel ebrated in the presence of God.

God sanctified marriage when He brought together the
first man and thefirst woman.

TheL ord Jesus hallowed the occasion of marriage by His
presencein Hisfirst miracle which He wrought in Cana of
Galilee.

The Word of God teaches and speaks of the honour, the
correctness, the sanctity, the holiness, and the blessedness
of marriage.

All these are the portion of Christians who come to the
marriage altar desiring to have ablessed and happy marriage.

The nearest place to heaven in this world is a Christ
centered home. Thenearest placeto hell on earthisahouse
where hatred, bitterness, and quarrelsprevail.

Except the Lord build ahome of love, peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost we know that webuildinvain.



Itisfor thisreason that these two persons come again to
renew and affirm their love and committment to this Holy
estate of matrimony.

5 “1 DO” VOWS
MINISTER: (TotheBridegroom.)

....(Name of bridegroom)...., d0 you affirm your unconditional
loveand commitment to ....(Nameof bride)....? DO you promise
to continueliving together after God'sordinanceinthe Holy
estate of matrimony; will you encourage her, honour and keep
her, and not allow any circumstance to affect your
faithfulnessto her, so long asyou both shall live?

BRIDEGROOM: | do
MINISTER: (TotheBride)

....(Nameof bride)...., do you affirm your unconditional love,
submission and commitment to ....(Nameof bridegroom)....? DO
you promiseto continueliving together after God’sordinance
in the Holy estate of matrimony; will you encourage him,
honour and keep him, and not allow any circumstance to
affect your faithfulness to him, so long as you both shall
live?

BRIDE: I do

6. DECLARATION OFWITNESS
MINISTER:

Who stands asawitnessto thisrenewal of vows between
the couple?



(Witnessstands, comesforwardtothe microphone and
says)

| ....(Name of father)...., confirm that | have freely and
willingly given away my daughter in marriage with all
my blessings.

OR

| ....(Name of witness)...., confirm that | have witnessed the
renewal of marriage between Mr. and Mrs. ....(Last nameof the
couple).... N the House of God.

7. RENEWAL OFVOWS (Couplefacingeach other.)
MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeatingafter.)

[, ....(Name of bridegroom)....,/ having chosen you among all/
and having married you,/ this day renew my vows to you
that;/ | will offer myself completely to you /as your wedded
husband./ | promise to love you with all my heart/ and to
be faithful./ | promiseto stand by you always,/ in times of
joy,/ intimes of trials/ and in times of sorrow./ | dedicate
our marriage and our home/ to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ./ | pledge myself /and all that | anv to this eternal
covenant./ So help me God.

MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)



[, ....(Name of bride)..../ having chosen you among all / and
having married you,/ this day renew my vows to you that;/
In response to your love for me,/ | will offer myself/ in the
beauty of submission/ to you as your wife./ | also promise
to love you/ with all my heart/ and to be faithful ./

| promise to stand by you always,/ in times of joy,/ in
times of trial/ and in times of sorrow./ | pledge myself/
and all that | anv to this eternal covenant./ So help me
God.

8. INTRODUCTION OFRINGSERVICE
MINISTER:

Theseringsarevery preciousand specia. Today, werenew
their purpose. Letthem remainforever asasymbol of your
love and commitment towards each other. Shall we pray.

9. PRAYER OVERRINGS
MINISTER:

Father, we ask you to redeem theseringsonce again with
the blood of Jesus, and blessthiscouplewith afresh blessing
that their love may berenewed asthey wear them. Let them
beasign that thesetwo shall by your grace keep their vows
aslongasthey live. InJesus name.

10. EXCHANGE OF RINGS (Present ringtoBridegroom.)



MINISTER: (Bridegroom repeating after.) (Mention first
name of Bridethreetimes)....(Nameof bride)....,/ thisringisan
expression/ of all | have promised you./ | give it with all
my love/ and life-long commitment./ In the name of the
Father,/ the Son,/ and the Holy Soirit./ Amen.

(PresentringtoBride.)
MINISTER: (Briderepeatingafter.)

(Mention first name of Bridegroom three times)....(Name
of bridegroom)....,/ this ring is an expression/ of all | have
promised you./ | give it with all my love/ and life-long
commitment. / In the name of the Father,/ the Son,/ and the
Holy Spirit. / Amen.

11. BRIDE AND BRIDEGROOM KNEEL FOR
PRAYER,AND LAYING ON OFHANDS

12. PRONOUNCEMENT OF MARRIAGE



(Couplestands.)
MINISTER:

For as much as Mr. & Mrs. ....(Last name of bridegroom)....,
have openly renewed their vows to God and to each other
today, and have declared their intention to keep and maintain
thismarriage, itismy privilege asaminister of the gospel
and by the authority vested in me by the Lord Jesus Christ to
pronouncethat you are husband and wife afresh, inthename
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen.

13. SALUTATION OF BRIDE [As
Bridegroom to salute (kiss) hisBride]

14. COMMUNION

The couplewill now receive Communion together. This
istoremind usall that it isbecause of what Christ hasdone
for usthat we areall hereinthefirst place. TheLord Jesus
the same night inwhich hewasbetrayed took bread, and when
he had given thankshe brakeit and said take, eat, thisismy
body which isbroken for you. Thisdo in remembrance of
me.



After the same manner also hetook the cup, when he had
supped, saying, this cup isthe new testament in my blood.
Thisdoye, asoft asyedrink inremembrance of me. For as
often asye eat thisbread and drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord'sdeath till he come.

Let uspray.
(Blessthebread and thewine. Thank God for
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.)

15. BIBLE READINGS

16. SERMON

17. CHARGEAND BLESSING (Couple
stands, Congregation sits.)

MINISTER:

Trust in the Lord and do good, and He shall cause
you to be established in theland and He shall provide
for you.

. Delight yourself in the Lord and He shall give you
the desires of your heart. Commit your ways unto
the Lord and trust him and He shall bring it to pass.

. | bring down the walls of opposition and resistance
that are lifted up against your life and your peace. |
reverse, | nullify, I cancel, and | reject every
unscriptural prayer and death wish against your life.



. | resist the desire of the enemy to see your downfall.
| superimpose thewill of God over and against every
setback, every limitation,and every disapp-ointment
of your life.

. May your lives be extended. May your days be
prolonged. May the rest of your years together be
sweeter and better then the ones that are passed.
May the blessing of God replace every curse.

. May a new day dawn upon your horizon. And may
the goodness and favour of the Lord shine upon you
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. Amen.

18. PRAYER OFBLESSING

19. PRESENTATIONTO CONGREGATION

MINISTER: (ToBrideand Groom.) Pleaseturn and facethis
congregation.
(ToCongregation.)

Ladiesand gentlemen, | presenttoyou Mr. and Mrs. ....(Last
name of bridegroom)....



PREAMBLE TO
WAKE-KEEPING SERVICE

any families lay the body of the

eceased in state at home for a period. Thisis an

important and sorrowful occasion for all families. It is

necessary that the pastor is present to introduce a spiritual

and encouraging mood into ausually depressed atmosphere.

The presence of a choir singing praises to God is a very
hel pful addition to the pastor’srole.

WAKE-KEEPING SERVICE

1. MINISTER GOESINTO DESIGNATED ROOM WITH FAM-
ILY TOPRAY OVERTHEBODY

2. REASONFOROCCASION (At thewakeservice)



Dear brethren, the Word of God instructs us to rejoice
with themthat do rej oice and to mourn with them that mourn.

As achurch, we are aso afamily and consider our late
....(Name of deceased).... NOt just asamember of our church but
as our brother/sister/father/mother. We really feel theloss
together.

But asit iswritten, all things work together for good to
them that lovethe Lord. Inall thingswe must give thanks,
for thisisthewill of God.

Tonight we come hereto mourn withyou al and also to
comfort ourselves through our fellowship with the Holy

Spirit.
Shall we bow our headsin prayer.
3. OPENING PRAYER
4. PRAISEANDWORSHIPI
5. SINGING/FILING PAST THE BODY
6. EXHORTATION/PREACHING

7. ALTARCALL

8. PRAISEANDWORSHIPII



9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

10. CLOSINGPRAYER



PREAMBLE TO
FUNERAL SERVICE

he Funeral Service may be held at the

ome of the deceased or in hischurch. However, some

congregationsmeet in placeswhich cannot be used asvenues

for funeral services. The pastor must therefore beflexible,
and flow with whatever isappropriate.

The pastor must minister with a spirit of hope and
encouragement. It is important to note that the family is
already sad and depressed. There is therefore no need to
deepen their sorrow any further.

However, it is an appropriate occasion to minister to
people on the readlity of heaven or hell and the need to be
genuinely

‘born again’. Every minister of God must use this
opportunity to preach the Word of God to people who
may otherwise never hear the Gospel. An altar call for
salvation is most appropriate, and must be made at every
funeral service.



FUNERAL SERVICE

CONGREGATION PAYSLAST RESPECT

OFFICIATING MINISTERS ENT-
ER,FILEPAST THECORPSEAND TAKETHEIR
SFEATS

COFFINISCLOSED PERMANENTLY

4. CONGREGATION STANDS



5. HYMNI
LEADUSHEAVENLY FATHER

Lead us heavenly Father lead us
O'er the world’s tempestuous sea
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us
For we have no help but Thee,

Yet possessing every blessing

If our God our Father be

Saviour breathe forgiveness O’er us
All our weakness Thou dost know
Thou didst tread this earth before us
Thou didst feel its keenest woe

Lone and dreary, faint and weary
Through the desert Thou didst go

Soirit of our God descending

Fill our hearts with heavenly joy
Love with every passion blending
Pleasure that can never cloy
Thus provided, pardoned, guided
Nothing can our peace destroy.

6. INVOCATION/OPENING
PRAYER



7. SCRIPTURE READINGI
(Revelation 14:12,13)

8. SCRIPTURE READING |
(Revelation 20:11-15)

9. HYMNII
WHEN | SURVEY

When | survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Forbid it Lord that | should boast



Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
| sacrifice themto His blood

See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did € er such love and sorrow meet

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small

Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

10. BIOGRAPHY

11. TRIBUTESI -111

12. SONG | (By chair.)

13. OFFERTORY FOR FAMILY - SONG 1 (By choir.)

14. SERMON

15. ALTARCALL/CLOSINGPRAYER



16. CLOSINGHYMNI I
NOW THANK WEALL OURGOD

Now thank we all our God

With hearts and hands and voices
Who wondrous things hath done
In whom this world rejoices

Who from our mothers arms
Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love

And till is ours today.

All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given

The Son and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven
The one eternal God

Whom heaven and earth adore
For thusit wasis now

And shall be evermore. Amen.

17. THE BENEDICTION



BURIAL SERVICE

1. PROCESS ONTOTHE CEMETERY

(Led by choir, then thecoffin, officiating
ministers, and all othersin that order.)

2. COFFINPLACEDON SIDEOFTHE GRAVE

3. MINISTERTAKESHISPLACEAT HEADOFTHE
GRAVE

4. OPENING PRAYER

5. OPENINGHYMN
BECAUSEHELIVES

BecauseHelLives

| can facetomorrow!
BecauseHelives

All fear isgone

Andnow| know
Heholdsthefuture

And lifeisworth theliving
Just because Helives.

God sent His Son



They called Him Jesus,

He came to love, heal and forgive,
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to

prove my Savior lives.

6. MINISTER INSTRUCTS THAT COFFIN BE
LOWEREDINTOTHE GRAVE

7. SCRIPTUREREADING
(By assisting Minister)

~Reveation 21:3-7~

And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God iswith men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tearsfromtheir eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there beany morepain: for theformer things
are passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words
are true and faithful.

And hesaid unto me, Itisdone. | amAlpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. | will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and | will
be his God, and he shall be my son.



8. HYMNII
WHENPEACE LIKEARIVER

When peace like a river

Attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea-billows roll;
Whatever my lot

Thou has taught me to say,
“Itiswdl, it iswell, with my soul.”

Itiswell (echo)
With my soul,(echo)
Itiswell, itiswell with my soul.

9. PRAYEROFCOMMITTAL

LETUSPRAY.

(Alternatively, you may pray inspirat- ionally as
led by the Spirit of God.)

Heavenly Father, we come at this time to commit the
body and the mortal remains of our brother/sister to the
ground.

We take comfort in your scripture which says “for the
Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will risefirst.”

After that, wewho aretill diveand areleft will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. Andsowewill bewiththe Lord for ever. Wetherefore
encourage ourselveswith thesewords.



As we commit this body into the ground we know that
thisis not a hopeless situation. We do it with HOPE and
with faith in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

10. COMMITTAL (Minister takesshovel with soil in hand and
says))

. We look for the resurrection in the last day, and the
appearing of the Lord Jesus, at whose second coming
Heshall judgetheworld.

*  Whentheearth and seashall giveupthedead, andthe
deadin Christ shdl risefirst. Thenwewhicharealive
and remain shall be caught up together with themin
the clouds.

. Andthen shall cometo passthe saying that iswritten:
Death is swallowed up in victory,
O’ death, where is thy sting
O’ grave, whereisthy victory.

. For asmuch asthe spirit of our deceased brother ....(Name
of deceased)...., has returned to God who gave it, we
therefore commit the body of ....(Name of deceased).... 1O
theground and to the dust.



. From earth to earth. (whilesprinkling dust.)

. From dust to dust. (Whilesprinkling dust.)

. From ashesto ashes. (Whilesprinkling dust.)

. Inthe name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

11. FINAL PRAYER

12. HYMN II/CHORUS
~Itis\WAll
~ Ebenezer

13. INVITATIONOFFAMILY TO SPRINKLEDUST
SYMBOLICALY

(Now invitethreemember sof thefamily t 0
sprinkledust.)

14. PRESENTATION OFWREATHS

(AssistingMinister handswreathsto
Officiating Minister toread out the names.)

15. VOTEOFTHANKS

(By amember of thefamily.)



16.

CLOSINGHYMN & SONG
LEADKINDLY LIGHT

Lead, kindly Light,

Amid the encircling gloom

Lead thou me on;

The night is dark,

And | amfar from home,

Lead thou me on.

Keep thou my feet; | do not ask to see
The distant scene;

One step enough for me.

| wasnot e-
ver thus, nor prayed that Thou Shouldst lead me

on;

| loved to choose

And see my path but now

Lead thou me on.

| loved the garish day and spite of fears
Pride ruled my will

Remember not past years.

So long Thy power

Hath blest me; sure it still
W lead me on,

O’er moor and fen,

O’'er crag and torrent, till
The night is gone;



And with the morn those angel faces smile,

Which | have loved
Long since, and lost awhile.

FOREVEROH LORD
Forever, Oh Lord
Forever, Oh Lord

Thy Word is settled

It's settled in heaven.

17. CLOSINGPRAYERANDTHE GRACE



BURIAL SERVICE

1. PROCESS ONTOTHE CEMETERY

(Led by choir, then thecoffin, officiating
ministers, and all othersin that order.)

2. COFFINPLACEDON SIDEOFTHE GRAVE

3. MINISTERTAKESHISPLACEAT HEADOFTHE
GRAVE

4. OPENING PRAYER

5. OPENINGHYMN
BECAUSEHELIVES

BecauseHelLives

| can facetomorrow!
BecauseHelives

All fear isgone

Andnow| know
Heholdsthefuture

And lifeisworth theliving
Just because Helives.

God sent His Son



They called Him Jesus,

He came to love, heal and forgive,
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to

prove my Savior lives.

6. MINISTER INSTRUCTS THAT COFFIN BE
LOWEREDINTOTHE GRAVE

7. SCRIPTUREREADING
(By assisting Minister)

~Revelation 21:3-7~

And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tearsfromtheir eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall therebeany morepain: for theformer things
are passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all
things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words
are true and faithful.

And he said unto me, Itisdone. | am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. | will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

He that overcometh shall inherit all things, and | will
be his God, and he shall be my son.



8. HYMNII
WHENPEACE LIKEARIVER

When peace like a river

Attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea-billows roll;
Whatever my lot

Thou has taught me to say,
“Itiswdl, it iswell, with my soul.”

Itiswell (echo)
With my soul,(echo)
Itiswell, itiswell with my soul.

9. PRAYEROFCOMMITTAL

LET USPRAY.

(Alternatively, you may pray inspirat- ionally as
led by the Spirit of God.)

Heavenly Father, we come at this time to commit the
body and the mortal remains of our brother/sister to the
ground.

We take comfort in your scripture which says “for the
Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will risefirst.”

After that, wewho aretill diveand areleft will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. Andsowewill bewiththe Lord for ever. Wetherefore
encourage ourselveswith thesewords.



As we commit this body into the ground we know that
thisis not a hopeless situation. We do it with HOPE and
with faith in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

10. COMMITTAL (Minister takesshovel with soil in hand and
says.)

. We look for the resurrection in the last day, and the
appearing of the Lord Jesus, at whose second coming
Heshall judgetheworld.

*  Whentheearth and seashall giveupthedead, andthe
deadin Christ shdl risefirst. Thenwewhicharealive
and remain shall be caught up together with themin
the clouds.

. And then shall cometo passthe saying that iswritten:
Death is swallowed up in victory,
O’ death, where is thy sting
O’ grave, whereisthy victory.

. For asmuch asthe spirit of our deceased brother ....(Name
of deceased)...., has returned to God who gave it, we
therefore commit the body of ....(Name of deceased).... tO
theground and to the dust.



. From earth to earth. (whilesprinkling dust.)

. From dust to dust. (Whilesprinkling dust.)

. From ashesto ashes. (Whilesprinklingdust.)

. Inthe name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

11. FINAL PRAYER

12. HYMN II/CHORUS
~Itis\WAll
~ Ebenezer

13. INVITATIONOFFAMILY TO SPRINKLEDUST
SYMBOLICALY

(Now invitethreemember sof thefamily t 0
sprinkledust.)

14. PRESENTATION OFWREATHS

(AssistingMinister handswreathsto
Officiating Minister toread out the names.)

15. VOTEOFTHANKS

(By amember of thefamily.)



16.

CLOSINGHYMN & SONG
LEADKINDLY LIGHT

Lead, kindly Light,

Amid the encircling gloom

Lead thou me on;

The night is dark,

And | amfar from home,

Lead thou me on.

Keep thou my feet; | do not ask to see
The distant scene;

One step enough for me.

| wasnot e-
ver thus, nor prayed that Thou Shouldst lead me

on;

| loved to choose

And see my path but now

Lead thou me on.

| loved the garish day and spite of fears
Pride ruled my will

Remember not past years.

So long Thy power

Hath blest me; sure it still
W lead me on,

O’er moor and fen,

O’ e crag and torrent, till
The night is gone;



And with the morn those angel faces smile,

Which | have loved
Long since, and lost awhile.

FOREVEROH LORD
Forever, Oh Lord
Forever, Oh Lord

Thy Word is settled

It's settled in heaven.

17. CLOSINGPRAYERANDTHE GRACE



